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INTRODUCTION 


E TET mas prepared while the author was partici- 
pating in the Naval Postgraduate Educational Program. However, 
۱3۱ ۱ 1۵ bears full responsibility for the contents and 
00111109115 expressed. 

TIMO tonto: thisWPaper Js to demonstrate that the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (formerly, the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America), moved from a response to a wartime emer- 
me” situation to a continuing involvement in ministry to the 
Bed Torces of the United States. The emergency situation was 
first of all World War [. World War II was in many respects a 
matt lon Of World War I, particularly in the ways in which 
ፆ ክከ | ር ቢከ responded to it. But by the time a stalemate had 
NI ed 1n the Korean conflict, the church had become committed 
۱۳ ۲ ۱۲ ۱۱۱۱1۳ involvement in ministry to the men and women of 
۱۳۲ ۱۵ services. 

This paper will discuss the formation and work of the 
various apencres the church developed in order to carry out its 
Dis try to the military. The work and opinion of some of the 
aumch's chaplewins will be highlighted. 

۰ بت ھا جک‎ ٣۰۰۹٦ Chirehn s military chaplains will 
be discussed. Not discussed will be the work of those who, for 
example, serve as chaplains in Veterans Administration hospitals, 


me isons, or at homes for the aged. 





۳۰۰۰۰٠٠٠٠٠٠ ٠۱٠٦۷٦٠٦٦٦٦٦ ذ‎ paper will deal with the work of 
those men who served as military chaplains in the armed forces 
۱ ۲ ۱ ald the United States during the years 1917-1960 and 
"ከጊ were clergymen of the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America 
۳ the NECA Came into existence in June, 1917, the result 
3 three-part merger of the Norwegian Lutheran churches in 
Eua In 1946 the NLCA renamed itself the Evangelical Luth- 
"ከ ከ en (ELC). The ELC became a part of the new American 
eran Church 1 January 1961. 

Clerpymen, known as "chaplains," have accompanied tho 
Eu ۲ 5 01 nations since ancient times. The term "Chaplain" 
mse itseli of medieval origin and has been defined as "an eccle- 
Esc attached to the chapel of a royal court, college, etc., 
Bro a military I ከጠ this aer chaplain’ will) refer to 
መ ናኛ clergymen who serve with military units. 

Clergymen, both as chaplains and as regular soldiers 
and sailors, served in the armed forces of the new world from 
Em Stimme of its discovery. 

Maan ۱۱۱ و۱۱9‎ , beth ۱۲ Anierica and abroad, have 
۱ ۱۲۱ ۱۱۳۵1 Sought to minister to the armed forces of their 
۳۳ 1121 countries. “he esteem of the Augsburg Confession 


2 


Mou. AVI) for the profession of the soldier] may well help 


9 (۱۱۱۱ Por such concern. 





Ihe American ۱ ۱ 9 11۱ ۱۱۱ ۲ و‎ 1964 @d. s.v. "Chaplain." 


-rheodore G. E. eBook اب‎ Concord, trans. and ed. 
Nana ito Jaroslav Pelikan, Robert ll. Fischer, and 
Dnm NN on (Pi i tadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1959), p. 37. 
E ou ጩመ፤|!፤፡፡፡ om tne Lutheran Church, 1965, s.y. "Mili- 
CEO TE Lutheran Church's Concern For), by Engebret 
O. Midboe. 





-- 


It 15 known that Lutheran pastors served in the armed 
Ben ces Of the colonies during the Revolutionary War یت‎ SM 
aps the first Norwegian Lutheran pastor to serve as a chap- 
ይ کل‎ ۰ 9 ۱۱9۵ forces of the United States was Claus L. 
Mensen, who accompanied Colonel Hans Christian lleg of the 
۱۳ ۳ Wisconsin, “a predominantly Norwegian regiment of the 
Federal Army"? الث‎ CECE ۲ ۱ Walt ۱ ۱9۵ (99۵99 ( ۰ From then on, 
more and more Lutheran chaplains have served the members of the 
Bed £[Orces for varying periods of time. The comments of li. 
ጨመ” በህ Niebuhr and Daniel D. Williams are pertinent: 

uu Dc St GEMtury an increasing Specialization 

o ministries llas developed as the churches have con- 

۲٩ (۱۷ ۱ historical practice of secking‏ الام 

۱۳ ۱ لا‎ wherever they are. As American socicty 

has become increasingly institutionalized, the 

Clase je ۱۱۵۲ sent morce and more ministers into insti- 

juin bois tOo [Various types. | 

era aan وا‎ served in the armed forces in-ever- 

Mecano ን 1. many for a short period of time - 

especially during war - others for the entire length 

CU 2111155115 . 

۱۱۷۷ ۱ Cirillo OI CNC 1۱ 11 ۱۳۷ chaplaincy in the 
Bee States greatiy changed during the period under dıscus- 
ee 31727960). Prior to that time, the chaplain corps of 
Mu xUrTous armed service branches scarcely existed. In 1960 


mere Was a Chict of Chaplains at the head of Chaplain Corps of 


ae branch. A new branch, the Air Force, had been added. 


lipid. 


“August የክ. ፣፣ ana E Cia tora Nelson, 'Seetion- 
لاد انان‎ COOGEE amd Synthesis," in The Luth&räns in North 
IEA ده ۱ ظ اس‎ 1 Nelson (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 
NUS). ps 240. 


SH. Richard Niebuhr and Daniel D. Williams, eds., The 


Ministry in llmstorical Perspective (New York: Harper and Brothers, 
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Ds c"wuner the church in 1960 had a director and a 
Soumasstom directly responsible for the care and supervision of 
Beomiiiiitary Chaplains, while prior to 1917 the president of the 
ከክ. exercised alonc, if at all, such functions. 

s ition Eine chaplain pointed out: 
Previous to World War J, chaplains in a limited 
number were appointed, commissioned, and assigned to 
Ie or no military training or instruc- 
Mo Mc Te polıcıcal appointces, Army appoint- 
۱۳ ۲ ۳ ore made by the office of the Adjutant General 
Eng cbsoenuUments by the Secretary ot "the Navy 
lu Jd xcouadoto the-appesxmtee's theological 
training or qualifications or denominational member- 
Hm ۱۱ ۱ 161] to Shift tor themselves without 
s I J JOU ii P]1 i Te recognition save that which 
ዌ ንጅከ፡ቋያታያሉታዚጢያታጵግጠጆዴጅደጁያቫያንከ፡ ሀ በ1101] pain for himself by and through 
his own initiative and personal achicvements. 
.ከክ የክ 01 the forc-going was Rev. Dr. Gynther Storaasli, who 
Mie time he wrote was the director of the Military Chaplaincy 
00001551011 of the ELC and who had served as a military chaplain 
Iurty years. Ile had been the Army's Chief of Chaplains for 
one of those years and had also, after retiring from the Army, 
Served as exccutive secretary of the Bureau of Service to Mili- 
fewer ersonmme! Of the former National Lutheran Council (NLC). 
fe had begun his work as a military chaplain in 1918 and thus truly 
۲٣٠ whereof he spoke. Since he retired as director of the Mili- 
۱۳ Chapläaıney Commission at the end of 1960, his active ycars of 
Mork cover precisely the period that is being discussed, with the 
Seeention of 1917, and he plays a particularly prominent role in 
We situation. 

lChaplain 1لا الاسم‎ Or IL, USA, Ret., Director, 
ህከ ከዜ፡፡ ا الا‎ (C y Ccounrssion (ELC), "The spiritual contribution 
of the church to the men and women in the armed forces," Military 


۱۳۱۱۱ ۱۱ Commsston Files, Archives of the Evangelical Lutheran 
G ا‎ colo ical Geminary Library, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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m በዋ!!!” IONS have been abbreviated as follows. 
Those materials which are found in the files of the National 
۱۳۱۲۱۵۱ 21 Commission for Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare, which 
aer located in the Archives of Cooperative Lutheranism in New 
IU Will be denoted as "NLCSSW - Archives of CL." Materials 
Aaa. in the files of the National Lutheran Council, which are 
دل‎ ۱ in the Archives of Cooperative Lutheranism, will 
٠ 0 101601 as “NLC - Archives of CL." Materials found in the 
iN cof the Service Men's Commission which are also located in 
m Archives of Cooperative Lutheranism will be denoted as "SC - 
Exuves of CL." Materials found in the files of the Division 
uervricc to Milxrtary Personnel, which is a part of the Lutheran 
۱۳ ۱ in the U.S.A. and is located at Washington, D.C., will be 
Meno ted as "DSMP - LUCUSA.' Materials found in the files of the 
الا‎ ۳۶ ۲ Chaplaincy Commission, which arce a part of the Archives 
mT Evangelical Lutheran Church, located at the Luther 
Theological Seminary Library, Saint Paul, Minnesota, will be de- 
ህበ << ‘MCC - Archives of the ELC." And other materials found 
in the Archives of the ELC will be denoted as "Archives of the 


Dp." 








م ات کلیس مت 


CHAPTER. ONE 
THE GREAT CRUSADE, WORLD WAR I (1917-1918) 


War, which had been raging in Europe since 1914, became 
EE Of Urgent national concern for the United States Friday, 
EE 1917.—On that day the United States declared war on the 
m Powers ol Europc. The United States had become officially 
متنا د‎ to World War I. Canada, a part of the British Empire, 
had been involved since 1914. 

netos nuchoto Say that "...events in the 
Second decade of the ccnture point to major shifts in western 
history," [ር ንቪንውጮርድ፡ EAN BC NO doubt that those events werc the 
forerunner of a time of troubles that has not ended.? 

Minor oe church affairs, 1917 was also a momen- 
ጊጤ ክስ ear. Marking as it did the 400th anniversary of thc 
۱ ۳۵ ۲۱31 و011‎ it was a spur to decided changes in the organi- 
Ens Of Lutheran Churches in the United States and Canada. 
Before the year had ended, Lutherans had found themsclves in 
mewly merged church bodics and also had discovered that they 
could work together in ways they had deemed impossible. Most 
ከ ፡፡ 1010 Lutherans had celebrated on June 9-10, 1917, the 


۰۰۰٣٠۰۰۰ طن‎ tire Norwegian Lutheran Church of Amcrica. Those 


Inrederick K. ጄ ከ ጢብከ” Lutherans im Concert (Minneapolis: 
Augsburg Publishing House, 1968), p. I. Z[bid. 
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same Norwegian-Americans, many of them, before the year had 
ended. weTe working together with Lutherans of many different 
በ8) cobackgrounds in the @ffort to minister to the rapidly 
growing armed forces of the United Otites. 

Ene ۱ e eur SUS needs to be made at this point. 
ieee alter tie church merger of 1961, many of the Lutheran 
EU ches in Canada, especially in the provinces of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, were a part of the NLCA/ELC. Certainly work 
must have been done on behalf of the Canadian armed forces 
Bene and after World War I. However, so [ar as can be deter- 
edo no-chaplanns of the NLCA served in the Canadian forces 
mu! 1940. 

As Lutheran men joined in the great crusade to 'make 
uesworld sate for Democracy," to quote President Wilson, the 
m i searched for ways to be of effective service to them. 

Ee leaders of the Lutheran churches in America, it quickly 
became apparent that some form of organization needed to be set 
teem order to properly coordinate und manager the various 
efforts that were being made and planned. 

One of the cfforts that needed supervision and support 
"ከር work of Lutheran military chaplains. Prior to the 
۱ ۱1۱۱۱۲۱۱۲ of hostilities for the United States in 1917, there 


were four commissioned Lutheran chaplains in the Army and Navy. 


— ሬሙ 


Stub, ቤይ ስ ስን ፡ኅነ xocutiYe Secretary,"‏ .9 08ہ 
Reports of Officers and Committees at the Second Annual Mecting‏ 
ot The National Lutheran Commission for Soldiers' and Sailors'‏ 
Welfare (New York: National Lutheran Commission, 1918), p. 24.‏ 








ከ ከ ከ Arny Chaplain M. M. Londahl,! ا‎ entered the service in 
1909 and was the only chaplain in the new NLCA when it was formed 
SE year. By the time the war cnded on November 11, 1917, 
eighty-nine Lutheran chaplains had served on active duty, of 


whom nine belonged to the NLCA. 4 


TD Of his Own CXperience as a chaplain during 
muse days, Dr. Gynther Storaasli said: 


٠۰۰٠٠٠٠٠٥٦۰٣٦٦٠٦ ٦٠" Candidates .". . were enlisted as pri- 
۱ ان‎ ጋ ۱۱۵ ۳111 School, so called, taught 

፣" ከ! ፤ i O1 Military courtesy, close-order drill 
Un (JO) jd piven d smattering of instruction 
Mime wie khegumldtions, Courts Martial procedures and 

Map Reading. At the end of thirty days cach candidate 
Lcd oto preach a trial sermon of ten minutes 
ارت 1011 اا الل‎ A text Ol his own choosing. If the chap- 
Mass tall warm and breathing at the conclusion of 
his sermon cffort, he was commissioned a chaplain with 
۰ك‎ ۱۱۱۲ i SteLicutcnant, and sent forth into the 
bewildering wilderness of an armed camp, his cquipment 
اذا ل‎ 105 a chaplains flac and his native talents. 
Henceforth he was on his own. In those hectic days 
"ጋ ስመ 6 0051 interested ın the chaplaincy were the 
chaplains themselves. 


۱۱ ۱۱۵ have becn true for the chaplaincy as a whole. But the 
۱۳۳ ( ۰۱۱۱۲ ۱۵5 did take an intercst in the chaplains. Rce- 
MIN to their needs, some of the churches took the unpre- 
ented Step Ol forming an association to work together to 


meet the common need. 


lReport from Marinium M. Londahl, 17 July 1922, NLCSSW - 
a hives of CL. 


¿The Lutheran World Almanac for 1921, s.v. "Chaplains." 


Reports of the National Lutheran Commission for Soldiers' 
alos are. 17 July 1922, NLCSSW - Archives oí CL. 


Stommasli, p. 2. 
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Ma NorK om the National Lutheran Commission 
ቴቀ፡ ከ ከ፡ ን ፡ ሠ “ር and Sarlors' Welfare 


ከ اد‎ Lutheran Commission for Soldiers! and 
Sdilors' Welfare was formed on October 19, 1917.1 As the writer 
MES History has pointed out, “It was a remarkable organization 
feet City dire emergency could have effected, since it represented 
mECEutheran bodies except those of the Synodical Conference." 
Ec remarkable and precedent-setting was the fact that the 
ክክ و11۳6‎ which organized its own Army and Navy Board, was able 
to cooperate with the Commission at a number of points.®° 

A wave of enthusiasm for the war was sweeping the 
Ary, and the Lutheran churches shared, in varying degrees, 
Bac unquestrionably, the fever of wartime patriotism, the 
exhilaration of the successful merger of the Norwegian-Lutheran 
churches, and the pride engendered by the remembrance of the 
۲٣۰٠٠۰٦ 1۵1 all contributed to the amazing success of. the 
ንክ ።!ዕቢበ'። appeal for funds. By February, 1918, $1,350,000 
been raised in response to an unprecedented inter-Lutheran 
compaign.^ 

With its funds the Commission sect to work. Two officials 
of the NLCA were especially involved in its work, Dr. J. A. O. 
Pubs executive secretary of the Commission, and the son of the 
۱ ۱ 19 ol the NLCA, and Dr. Lauritz Larsen as Secretary. 

Dou jy T usSenesoonvebtound himseli in active and 


۱۳۱ ۱۱۱۳۱۱۳ Contact with the national government at Washington, D.C. 


lWontz, p. 10. Ibid. 


51510. 41530. 





The number of chaplains was increasing at a tremendous rate. 
Where at the outbreak of the war there were only seventy-four 
Regular Army and seventy-two National Guard chaplains, during 
B ۳ 10 Of Warfare, lasting not quite two years, over 2,300 
chaplains were commissioned in the Army. 1 The government was 
merous tO handle all matters concerning the chaplains and the 
churches through one agency. Partly in response to this desire 
9 ۱ government, the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
88. ۰ 10, representing most Protestant church bodies in the 
states, organized the General War-Time Commission of the Churches 
EmEeprtenboer 20, 1917, and charged it with the responsibility of 
۲ . . securing the appointment of an adequate number of well 
qualified Army and Navy chaplains and assuring them of the 
united support of the churches in the endeavors to have them 
provided with equipment, rank and organization adequate to the 
ee tive performance ol their duties . "^ ."2 Writing at a 
eurer በመ In Order to correct some misapprehensions about the 
۱۱۱۱ ۰91 011 و‎ an editor said: 
The General Commission was established in 1917 

mI cumuPSsedootc55 Protestant denominations. It 

is an independent religious agency incorporated under 

the laws of the District of Columbia as a permanent 

Eon ec on vie enaplarnev. As the major coordina- 

ting instrument for Protestant chaplaincy concerns, 

EEE Enzo mac CO DiC works cooperatively with the 


Mo COUNCIL OL Churches (successor to the Federal 
ዝን ን» ኤሙ ስታ ተ ያፓፕጋ0ፕፓሇያክ ንምጮመ ከስየ ۲176 os Christ in America), the American 





Ivhe Military Chaplaincy, A Report to tive President 
۳ ۱ sr rosaccnt'’s Committee on Religion and Welfare in the 
feed, Forces, October 1, 1950 (Washington, D.C.). 


“Margaret Renton, ed., War-Time Agencies of the 
Churches (New York: General War-Time Commission of the 
Cireies, 1919), p. 154. 





سس 


Society, American Leprosy Missions, Inc., and 

su ۱ ۱٩ Lutheran, Southern Baptist, and 

EI TCI IOUS 0101125 contribute to the commission's 

support. Chaplaincy executives of these bodies are 

Gi ۱۱۱۳۱ tO the Commission and share in its spring 

and fall meetings. 
The General Commission was recognized by the government and by 
B. agreement with the War Department this committee under- 
Book the task of investigating all applications for chaplaincies 
۱۳۲۲ ۰ ۵9 011۲ 1111115 615, the Department agreeing ordinarily to 
Eusount only thosc recommended by the Committcee."^ Dr. Lauritz 
Larsen was a member of this Committee.’ Even SO, the Lutherans 
meme not satisfied with this arrangement. It is a likely con- 
Aure that the Lutheran Commission on Soldiers' and Sailors' 
E ue was osganized in order to preserve and prosecute Lutheran 
Buxests vis-a-vis the national government and other Protestant 
« የ ከር As Wentz has noted: 

One primary reason for creation of the Commission was 

to provide Lutherans with united representation before 

the national government. For this purpose a office 

was maintained at Washington ئ۰۰۱۰‎ Lauritz 

Parsee In charge.” 
ከ ዬኤ ሁሁ የስር Dr. Lauritz Larsen sat on two committees at the samc 
time, both having allegedly the welfare of the chaplains as one 
د‎ 8 ۰ malo concerns. The Rev. Charles F. Steck, who was the 
Nes entative of the Synodicaál Conference, wrote in eppreciation 
Of the Federal Council's work: 

The Washington office has initiated and furthered 


በ፡ችቄቼቹችቹቼ፡፡፡ ኮሽ! ፡ተገብር army and navy chaplaincıes. 1 
has been in large measure the medium through which the 


In. ከን ዓጋመ ከርዐ]. ,„ Ehurch, State and” Chaplaincy 
(Washington: General Commission on Chaplains and Armed Forces 
Personnel, 1969), p. 99. 





“Renton, 9007 3Ibid., | 1506 811204) ll. 


ia DECC able to obtain a hearing in thc‏ الات 
military departments of the government. It has been‏ 
tMeemost potent influence in securing the cooperation‏ 
of the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy Bureau, which in‏ 
Some cases, has been of the greatest value, and in‏ 
Of the Churches upon both the Con-‏ 115ا نل نال mmm‏ 
nuc cce nderhe Dwpartuents- It has been the chicf‏ 
٣٢٢۰٠٢٠٢ MN Keeping the appointment of chaplains free‏ 
۳۰۰٠۰٠۰٠٠ el Influenec, by making of the office a‏ 
che various Chaplaincy committces,‏ کل ۶ En GUC‏ 
eircom rth the leads of the Army and Navy‏ 
Departments to appoint as chaplains only such appli-‏ 
Dy tie committec representing‏ 0103ل 11# ጅጵድጅጅጅጂልታያጵቲ፡፡‏ 
I E riil Oi ስማ በ which the applicant comes, as‏ 
ህፕፕፕ ንስ ፡ presentatives ot the Federal‏ در انان 
COUNCIL‏ 


the federal Council represented the churches' concerns‏ ذلا الا 
poc the government, the National Lutheran Commission for‏ 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare (NLCSSW) was primarily intercestoed‏ 
and caring for the individual Lutheran chap-‏ 8 0110111 65 ۲۳۲ 1۳ 
is, and service people in their relationships with their‏ 


erch. 

۱0۰ ۱ 510005 not a pro-iorma one cither, certainly 
DN o tar as Dr. .ل‎ A. O. Stub was concerned. In a very re- 
meee letter he wrote to Chaplain T. A. Hoff he said: 


Pa [Po ፡፡፤ ሮባ) me thank you lor your support 
of our Commission and its work and the offer you 
Mares tO Stir up some more interest ın “he chaplain's 
work among our pastors. 

I fb yic (teri anil through addresses I have tried 
to اا‎ ۱ 5 upon our people the necd of just this work 
and 1 hasten to assur@ you that if it were not for 
CER AM 03010 115ب‎ which T do not Like to put down on 
payer, would have mide van application as a chaplain 
oo Ws it a5 possibly I am able to do 
Mittels Something waithough I realize with Jonging 
Io would Like to be in the thick of it over 
here or over there. 2ۓ‎ 


Icharles F. Steck to Dr. Knubel, 14 November 1917, 
۲٠٠30 - Archives of CL. 


 ፣ ቨ 5ልይ6፡፡፡፡፡፡፡)፡1801.ለ. Hoff, 22 July 1918, 
ከቱ ላ: - Archives of CL. 








The NLCSSW out of 1ts resources provided gencrously for 
الا‎ 16605 of the chaplains. These were described by Stub as 
follows: 


assist (he chaplains in their work‏ ۲ 01181 لا 
with the men, the following equipment, which is common‏ 
to many denominations, is offered each chaplain:‏ 

EN o tor ele with side car. 

۳۰ Corona typewriter IN casc. 

3. Field Communion set. 


۳ ۱ C CE COmmunron set. 
5. As many Army and Navy Service Books as re- 
ques ted mere and abroad, (Chaplains' special 


cdition, with marriage, confirmation, and 

Coti maD rituals.) 

O osjserebwreratures Testaments, Catechisms, 
oe TT reduces ted, herce and abroad. 

7. Free stationery for self and men - as requested. 
۰۰۰۰۰۰۱۰۰٣٠٠٠٠ NCC of $100, called chaplains' emer- 
gency fund. The chaplain 1s expected to spend this 


for the men in cases of need and sickness. Upon 
accounting to us, another $100 is immediately sent 
Panas o tom. InN cases of our chaplains on 


transport service, we have allowed $200.1 
The money for the work of the NLCSSW came from various 
Eu sc besides the fund drive. Dr. J. A. O. Stub told of how 
students had responded to an appeal he had made: 


Deus UIC (Io a meeting at St. Olaf College 
where 1 had the privilege of dedicating their service 
flag which has 71 stars. The students alone subscribed 
$950.00 in less than five minutes and with students yet 
I i Uj l on, li the quota considerably 
over 1000 dollars. Remember this does not include any 
faculty member. To me it seems an inspiring and re- 
markable instance of the interest our young people are 
Dem the work ovr Church 175 now trying to perform. 


As noted earlier, there is no record of a NLCA chaplain 


scrving with the Canadian forces in World War 1. Ilowever, it is 


Istub, Reports, pp. 24-253. 


23. A. O. Stub to C. M. Jacobs, 8 February 1918, 
NLCSSW - Archives to CL. 
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known that the NLCSSW was considering a Canadian edition of the 
Service Book, ዌፆኤሔፌሉ፣ተታ ጆጀጆጀእቼዜቹዜፏቄ፡ቁ፡ጃ፡ ከስ 220, 1918, the Canadian Lutheran 
Commission for Soldicrs' and 52110۳5 ۲ Welfare was organized in 
Ottawa under the same general charter and rules under which the 
cs Commission operated. Rev. J. A. O. Stub was once of those 
who was present and helped in its organization. Reports from 

the Canadians showed that they had obtained the appointment of 
one Lutheran chaplain with the Canadian army.2 Who he was and 

m 6 ever served is not now known. 

ከ 01 ۲۱ preat tasks of the NLCSSW became the recruit- 
aor chaplains. In an undated letter addressed to the 
mamearcal Presidents of the Lutheran Church, the Vice Chairman, 
መጨ charles M. Jacobs, appealed for chaplains and supplied 
ET ۱1 ۲1۵ they had to mect: 

The men who are recommended should be men of the 
highest ability. They should have had at least two 
as tar pastoral experience and shown that they know 
how to reach and hold young men. Under the present 
law they must be less than forty years of age, but 
tWere 1S a strong probability that the age limit will 
۰ہ‎ ۱۰۱٦۷۰۰٦٦۱٦ ۰۰۰۹ e next Tew weeks, so that men past 
Was ev DC eligible. ۶ 
Department will not consider any candidates who were 
oh iN aN) Ol the 00101121185 1111 which wc are at war, 
i [Oo j OC Ot OI any sort is an efbective bar 
to uscfulness in this work.3 

ከ be amaeined that the last mequirement, especially, ruled 


out many men of the NLCA who might have otherwise applicd, since, 


የ . ۰۱۵, Enclish language services were notable by their 


٣۰۰۰۰٠٠٠ ٠٠٠٠٠٠ ٠ AO, SÚWb, 25 "Nugust 1918, 
۲۱۲ ,ند د‎ - Archives of CL. 


2 Stub, ۱۳۳767705 ሙንን. 42-43. 


SC. M. I (j Di ka ed lotwer-addressed to the. Synod- 
Peas residents of the Lutheran Church, NLCSSW - Archives of eL... 
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ne reports Of the NLCA were almost all printed in 
the Norwegian language. 

That there was little acceptable response from poten- 
tial Norwegian Lutheran chaplains is indicated by the following 
eee rpt from a letter which Jacobs wrote to Stub on June 14, 1918: 


llere is the list of Norwegian applicants down to 
DT Uvoesusrcestion TJ have written others from 
time to time, but they have not come across with 
7۱۳ ۱ ነህ"). usually they have not replicd at all. 
۳۱ ۲ ۱:۷ more men. In fact we ought to be ready 
٠۶۰۰٠۰٠٠٠٠٦٦٠٦ 7۴٦۳۷ available candidates a month for 
I (Ec montas. In ነ we furnished tcn, so far 
netas piven us clght. Our only consolation As 
that other churches are not getting men any faster 
hian we arc. 


Onee was trying to get men from the NLCA to 
Become Chaplains. And he did his best to encourage any who were 
EU derinp entering the work. Thus, on October 10, 1917, 
۰٠٠ aiter the formation of the NLCSSW, upon hearing of the 
Mos tE Of Rev. John H. Fjelstad, Stub wrote to him, saying: 

Ona De possible Tor you, or let me say, 
Nooo 1 1016 "or you, to leave your home 
emo cu Vor keere her as a chaplain, 3n which case you 


to resipm irom your prescnt charge, ... .? 
«e. [ህከ ከከ ወዮ your kind interest in 

this work - especially your sympathetic understanding 

c ۱۱ ۳ and temptations ol our soldier boys. I 

5 Sour Church realizes the great opportunity 

that lies before it. 


Seas concesn tat thc Church mespond favorably to 
۱3 5 ۱۱۵ ۱۱۱۲۲۲ Cat faced it was cchoed by a NLCA chaplain, 


T. A. Hoff, when he wrote to the NLCSSW, "I am beginning to 


Jacobs to Stub, 14 June 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of 
e. 


Stub to OCT 10 October, NLCSSW - Archives 
E CL. 
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ስ፡፡፡፡ ۱ ات یت ای وا تا‎ wisely (underlining 
ከ ከከ Original) if she would push more suitable men into the 
chaplaincy . . pui 

the war, the number of applicants continued‏ الا نان للد 
EN a source of concern, but with the cessation of hostilities‏ 
ceased and, indeed, the NLCSSW itself passed out of‏ ۱۱ 9 
eee cence in 1922, But although the NLCSSW did not supply its‏ 
Chaplains, shortly after the end of the war, the‏ 01 ۱ 3 
Eu ary. Rev. Lauritz Larsen, reported that ". . . our church‏ 
would have had almost its full quota of Chaplains in the army‏ 
rf all those who have made application had been appointed‏ 
believe, that if the war had continued, our church would‏ 15۵ ۱5 
ከ በ15ከ61 its full quota of Chaplains." Just how quickly‏ 
Mos changed is shown by the fact that four days before the‏ 
Sn? Of the armistice, 800 more chaplains of all denominations‏ 
mx neupht^to be needed in France alone, but when the armistice‏ 
Ms tened, the War Department at once issued an order that no‏ 
new commissions should be granted.?‏ 

۱۱۳ ۳۱۱۳ 18 cle service as chaplains found that there 
was little guidance to be found any where as to what they were 
mondo. ۵0128811 recalled that: 

Those of us who entered the Army as chaplains An 


A OUnd oun ditees far from clearly defined- 
1 ۳ ۱۱1 ۱۱0۷5 ر‎ in the minds of our commanding oflicers, 


Ichaplain T. A. Hoff to Rev. H. R. Gold, 12 March 1918, 
NECSSW - Archives of CL. 


“Rev. Lauritz Larsen, "Chaplaincy Committee” Report 
ona Lutheran Commission for Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Welfare, November, 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 


SIbid. 
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oT TT UN our own minds. We had volunteered for 


erv ICN the troops. We knew that spiritual guid- 
ance to officers and men and ministration to the sick 
and wounded were expected of us. What else? [I can 


think OL Units where, if the chaplain conducted wor- 

5۱۱۳ ۳ Sunday, visited those in the hospital and 

guardhouse, performed an occasional marriage or 

panas iaa conducted the prescribed services for 
dead, nothing more was asked of him than that he 

CSIC OI CECE way and not interfere with the 

"ከ ፣ህ፡ 121011-01 activities of the troops. 

ከ፡፡፡ ክስ کل الا‎ ۱۲ ۱۲ ۳ chaplaincy in World War I 
was but a shadow of what it was to become, but the comments by 
zEer3ssl; throw a different light on the observation of a 
NE oryan that during that conflict "The few chaplains were 


may more recreational officers than spiritual shepherds.''? 
Comments of Chaplains 


۱3۳ ۱ ۲۱۱ Surviving written comments by NLCA chap- 
lains who served in World War I do not substantiate that charge. 
Ie contrary, their comments reveal an honest desire to 
Serve the troops in a meaningful way as a chaplain, however 
poorly the duties may have been defined. And their comments 
reveal they both found and made many opportunities to do so. 

ያ ፡ which one NCCA chaplain, Gustav Stearns,‏ ا لاسن 
ate to his congregation, which granted him a leave of absence‏ 
during the war, were later printed in book form by Augsburg‏ 


—— 


Ichaplain Coone Cycler Storadsli, "How thew Chap: 
laincy Has Developed," reprinted from Army Information Digest, 
Ecran Herald, January 30, 1951, pp. 10/-108. 


lEred W. Meuser, "Celebration, War, and the Great 
٠۰۰٠۰٠٠۶ ۱ زا‎ ۱ Lutherans in North America, ed: E. Clifford 


Nelson (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975), ኮ. 401. 
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Eum .اناا‎ the publication agency ol the NLCA. Stearns 
Mote a total of seventy-six letters to the Church of Ascension, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, once a weck for every week he was in the 
۱۲ ۱ the Foreward to the Fourth Edition of the book, 
pushed in 1929, the editor sald that ". . . Some of these 
TIS were printed in the daily papers and attracted a great 
deal of attention. Hundreds of soldiers and civilians requested 
۱۳ ۳ ۲۵ letters be printed in book form."Y* In one of his first 
۱۳۳۲۲ ۲۲ و‎ , dated December 12, 1917, Stearns wrote that: 
ea Monning’g I conduct outdoor church 

services for the officers and men of my regiment. In 

۱۳ 1) 112011 l visit the sick soldiers in the base 

hospital near here. On weekdays I go to the base 

he ሆነ. ን ስም ህር ርን morning, and in the afternoon I must 

amend the school of equitation tor all mounted 

ECTS. Ils 15 where we get our thrill in horsc- 

Der i ۲۱ ۰ Nearly every evening I must attend 

Peetu es On Military topics: All officers, both 

mounted and unmounted, arc required to be present 

at these lectures. 

Stearns did have some cxtrancous duty from time to 
۱۳ in his December 19, 1917 letter he spoke of having been 
given the responsibility of picking up express packages for the 
MOS. some 3,500 of them in his regiment, and seeing that the 
packages were given to postmen for prompt distribution.” And 
Eurer ehe was eiven the job of censuring the men's letters. 


Thé*comments of Regular Army Chaplain Londahl were of 


helm to the NLCSSW as they were preparing an Army and Navy 


Gustav TNS و‎ ሠብ ለቢሙ and pattloe-Frelds, 
4th ed. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1929). 

“Ibid., آم‎ o. 

LL. 
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Service Book. Among other things, Londahl suggested that the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed and the Doxology should be printed on 
dc co the back cover. lle felt that the National Flag 
O appear somewhere in the book; that with it, preferably 
E ۱۲ Of the cover, should be also the chaplain's ficld 
@eeeses and the Lutheran button. And together with Stub and 

ሺ ር he felt that two hymns which were very popular among 
Norwegian Lutherans should be incorporated in the book. Those 
۱۳ s were: "O Happy Day When We Shall Stand," and "Abide 
INES Lord Jesus." Two other hymns which he felt were dce- 


F ۱1 ۱۲ 6 "God Be With You Till We Meet Again" and "In The 


muss of Christ I Glory." 


The Army and Navy Service Books were published, and 
miemeattive of how they were received is this excerpt from a 
ከ ዝከ written by NLCA Chaplain Norman A. Madson: 


ከን ando Navy service Books finally came, and 
6.) 06 acknowledge their receipt 

] an now well supplied with song books for tne 
In e لاا‎ MA, have to ask tor more laser on. The 
boys certainly appreciate the work the Commission is 
Soho sou Xter they have enjoyed the singing 
ot the old familiar tunes, 3t is not an uncommon 
Mco ess oem say, Why, this rs just like get- 
ting home again." And they mean it. 

Again thanking you for your prompt and generous 
በ ۱ ۷۳۲ የ ወጠ the regimental service what cvery 
۱ ۱۳۲ 1۱ Chaplain Wants it to be ---- the homelike 
Bene mm "2 


መው‏ اا ل 


Larsen, so 0 درام دل‎ dated Nowember 26, 
IS includes these comments of Londghl.  Evidently Londahl 
ከ) Visited Stub and Larsen. The letter is in the NLCSSW - 
Archives of CL. 


Norman A. Madson to The National Lutheran Commission, 
AE tober J9ES, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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۱ ۰ 919 to an carlier letter of Madson, William 
Bere, Oftice Secretary ol the NLCSSW, described the field 
communion set which was made available for every chaplain served 
ጠመጠ፡፡ ۱۱ در‎ aS ". . . absolutely the finest thing of its kind 
Du our Chaplains have ever seen," and consisting of the 
lice, paten, glass flagon, wafer box and spoon. + 

Another NLCA chaplain, Alfred Hendrickson, had written 
the NLCSSW apparently asking for an individual Communion sct. 
Ns reply to him, Freas also indicated an interesting way in 
which Communion was to be administered: 

Concerning the individual Communion sect, however, 

I would like to write you before sending you what 

asked for. We have not yet equipped any of our onc 

hundred chaplains with an individual Communion set. 

We have a ficld sct which is a little beauty which we 

peovide mor our men, which has the common cup. We 

then provide paper Communion cups for those who prefer 

۰۱۰٠٠۰٠٠٠٢٠٠۰ 1۲۱٣۷٦٣ recommend to our chaplains that they 

administer the Communion by intinction, dipping the 

Dion no, the wile and administering with both words 

of institution at once. 
ups the fact that the war soon endcd after those words were 
E Tic was the reason, but at any rate no other discussion 
arose about the method of administering Communion. The recon- 
mended practice, if that was what it was, seems to bc highly 
Eu ۱ Perhaps the people at the NLCSSW and whichever chap- 
mens heard Of it were willing to let the cxcuse of war-time need 
Mewsubereent lor what would seem otherwise to be a highly 


lErcas to Cs mi N. A. Medson, 10 Séptcmber 1915, 
NECSSW - #rchives of CL. 


“Treas to Chaplain Altred Hendrickson, 5 September 1918, 
٣٠گ ۔‎ Arehives of CL. 








GU J U D C ወዌ ithe writer ts aware of the fact that 
Becher or not to use the common cup or to use individual cups 
۲ ۲ ۰3 debated in years past; but this note is the first he 
has encountered where he has seen the practice of intinction 
recommended for Lutherans as a seemingly regular practice. 
title rar chaplains did not throw out all their 
Matices just because they found themselves in a war-time setting, 
fea Army camp, rather than serving a peace-time civilian parish. 
EP down his observations, Chaplain Hoff said that, "Lutheran 
۳ ۱۰ ۱۱115 will not lend themselves to some things and I am sure 
they will not be a discredit to the service." 
And it is in a letter from lloff, perhaps, that the reason 
ከ ህህ Lor the particular selection of equipment that was made 
NOME NLCSSW to give to chaplains: 
Pond uneournteto be supplied with a small 
typewriter. ihere 1s à great amount of correspondence 
in the chaplain's work and he cannot make very good 
use of the assistant which Army Regulations entitle 
we oue Ss he has a typewriter. I, for one, cannot 
afford to buy a machine myself. 
(Mas mot know what experience other chaplains 
may have had, but I should like very much to be 
supplied with a goodly supply of littie devotional 
C ጄነ ፣ንክንክ|ከ ወስ tracts for free distribution, 
(j በ] among the Sick in the Base Hospital "m 
اناد‎ Li ከህ dare to mention it - but I 


um sure most every chaplain could increase his 6۶11 - 
ciency for service by having a motorcycle side car or 


Jittle runabout. What a timesaver and how many splendid 
Little services he could thus render both to officers 
and men. 


These are only suggestions, but [ am convinced 
۳۳ ۱۳ ወ ስ ከ ን ۱۱۶ of careful considcration. 
Supplied with these and other things the Lutheran 
cimas would be placed in a position to take rank 
Maia) Other Chaplains in the service. 


Mioff to Gold, 12 March 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of 
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May I also add that a small communion set should 
bewoupplied to cach chaplain. 


Ii easy een noted, it was exactly the things 


۱ ۱۱۳۱۸ ۵4 ۲۵] ۱9۲6 5۱۳۳۴1160 to each NLCSSW chaplain. 


۳۰۰۱ ከር ol the Officials of the NLCSSW 


That the NLCSSW immediately responded to Hoff's request 
mote impression it made is indicated by his next letter: 


; ۲ ۱1۱۱۱۵ ۱ ۱۱ rom writing to tell you 
what a 1 proud የ ር ከ ال‎ was tor me last Thursday at the 
monthly meeting of the chaplains in this camp when I 
zm ELthesorthers present that the church to which 
peloton ts Providing its quota of chaplains with a 
full Standard Equipment - and also a substantial emer- 
mens runde We have five denominations represented 
besides the Lutheran and there is not one of them that, 
as yet, has done anything worth mentioning in support 
ol helt Chaplains. 

ከ ከ ርተ ፒ 1 proud boast that I was able to make in 
۱۳۱۲ ۱۳۲ ۱/5 opened the eyes of all those men and gave 
them a new view of the Lutheran Church." 


The Norwegian Lutheran chaplains were well thought of by 
EN  rcrats of the NLCSSW. Jacobs saw fit to write to Stub with 
the following comment: 

Rahn writes me that there are twenty-three 

የ ከቤ ኤኒ ከ ገ ጋ the present School at Taylor. le says 

that they are a good lot, and speaks ل‎ MY of 

the five Norwegian men as fine fellows. 

The NCLSSW was looking for any mcans possible to publi- 
mv the work of and need for chaplains. Apparently shortly 


iter Jacobs wrote to Stub, an article was prepared about the 


۳۱۱ ۱1۳ School, which the Army had established. Stub wrote 


 ህ ሔ ውሌ ፐ D ።፡፡፣›. that article on the Chaplaincy School is a 





lT.A. Hoff to National Lutheran Commi ssion; 29 April 1918, 
NECSSW - Archives of CL. 


4۲۰۸۰. Hoff to Rev. Wm. Freas, 14 May 1918, NLCSSW - 
chives Of CL. 


EN o Stub, 18 July 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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۱ ا 1۱۵ ۱۱9۱ ا‎ every church paper will publish it." 

But as has already been noted, Storaasli at lcast did 
mot think too much of the school. The impression he leaves is 
۳ the-sschool was more a paper-shuffling drill than an adequate 
fees Of preparing civilian pastors to be military chaplains. 

e tores ted to the Chairman of the NLCSSW, Dr. F. 
H. Knubel, that every chaplains needed a $2000 emergency fund. 
mame! disagrced vigorously. 

us cEnced todo for the Chaplains is to secure 
tor them an adequate opportunity to use their personal 

ከ ከ itn the men. The idea that we can equip a 

Chaplain by giving him money to spend is absurd. The 

right kind of man can spend the money wisely and we 

Gun کات‎ ስ ው و‎ ۲۱۱ him when the time actually comes 

that he is in necd of cash. But equipment with 

s l or rank seems to me to be the first and most 

necessary thing. 

۰٠٠٠٠٠0001 Carr ed ChE day. Chaplains continued to 
be supplied with the standard items of equipment and $100 to be 
used for emergency purposes.” ۸۱1۰۱٦1761157 sum of $200 was 
led to incoming chaplains to enable them to purchase personal 
equipment. 4 

last Sentence Jacobs preferred to a matter‏ 1 11 1 ا 
that was a cause of great difficulty for some chaplains during‏ 


۱۲ ۰۳.۰ Therissue was û two-part One. Apparently the War De- 


partment suggested that the cross insignia of the chaplain should 


lStub to Jacobs, 24 د تنام‎ DO SNUCSSwW - Archives of CL. 


?Jacobs to Knubel, 30 September 1918, NLCSSW - Archives 
one Cl. 
EP reas ۱۳ ۲۱۳۰ ۳ 1 ۳ ولا‎ 1018, NLCSSW - Archives ot 
cL. 


4 ةا ل و زج‎ USOS, NLCSSW - Archives of 
tL. 
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iaa ال ۱۱۵و که‎ crook and that all insignia of rank 
should be removed. In other words, only the shepherd's crook 
۳۳۱ ۱9۲ that the person wearing the uniform was a chaplain, 
mae there would be no indication of military rank apparent on 
ዩዜን ቢቢ በ! ሸሮ ብ. Neither an official of the NLCSSW, Jacobs, nor a 
۳ Chaplain, Hoff, liked the proposal. 

۱۳ ٣٠٦ to the NLCSSW on July 17, 1918 saying: 


| ተዯ ሁክ. ገ 1፡1 aneticnr matter in which I wish to 
enlist the support of the Commission. There has de- 
veloped from some source a movement to rob the chap- 
٣۰٠۰٠٠٠٠٦٦٦ ٣٦ Insignia of rank. This movement has, no 
IU CoC tO your attention already but I wish to 
puc ne cteto you from the chaplain's point of view 
in the hope that you can use your influence to coun- 
Pelee tie Movement or, if possible, enter a vigorous 
|7۷ ۵ E. 

w ፎሮ ፣!ስ Kk areuments advanced in favor of 
the removal of the insignia is that the chaplain is 
only a minister of the Gospel laboring under military 
Sonus This is absolutely true, oí course, and 
۱ od appue against that point. But the same 
9 ሠ ከከ ን. ነህ. ር ብ tho casce of medical 
doctors, dentists, and veternarians, and still nobody 
Or 07 sro meward If necessary to rob them of their 
7315.1711100 ۲۹7 

Why "should the chaplains' he singled out for this 
humiliation any more than others whose status is on 
الا‎ ۰ ۱ (laine se it iS Not an easy matter for anyone 
tomo Ol the mitrtary establishment to understand 
AS  ?፣ል፡በርር ol such a drastic move but the 
chaplains well know that, it means practically a 
knockout blow to the chaplaincy, unless we get more 
Utopian conditions into the army than we now have. 

Instead of removing the insignia of rank, the 
Clips “rank ought to be increased, for in the army 
Na ona Of rank speak a language which is percu- 
liary one of its own and which people on the outside 
wasn the importance of. I am certain, 
تا ال ليا‎ 001127 ot taking tle chaplain's insignia 
ای یک‎ Lin aS carried out, it will work 0 ۔‎ 
G S j i ከዛ) 11 በርነ በ8 the instigators of 
mw ۱ )الت‎ Cannot understand. So I appeal to the 
National Commission of the Lutheran Church to use all 
٣٠٠٠٠٠۷٠٣٠٠٦٦٦٠ م٣٠٦‎ may possess to counteract this move. 


|. 
۳ ۲ ۲ ۲5 و‎ 17 July 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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Hott's letter immediately and indicated his‏ ها ادا را 
and also what he had done in order to try to‏ و ۱۳۱9۱( ۱ 
menunteract it:‏ 


s IO Eric 01511 001 at the action of the War 
Department In Wegard to removing chaplains' insignia 
ን... at tne last meeting of the Federal Council 
this matter was discussed and it was very plain that 
EN ۳ ۲۱ CoUNCIL was unanimous in its disapproval 
ASA t assurc you, Moff, that everything that 
ዯነ ያህ ፡፡ ህያ ehurch to strengthen the chaplewins' 
F ۱۱۳ ۲ 5 9 ۱۱5 ۱1 T cannot sec the logic for 
[ents oC Ld Ol). 

Ar the same meeting there came up a notification 
ከ ፣ Tho c ross is to be removed and a shepherd's 
pu Xo02vensthesehasplagmeads on insignia in place. 
Vigorous language was used in regard to this and I am 
ወ መ @lad to have 9۳ 6101 notice through the 
ከሽ ፡ ፡፡፡ ۱۱۱1 ዎስ that the chaplain will retain the 
"| 


When at a later time Jacobs wrote to knubel, he indicated 
Ense he too had come to feel strongly about the matter: 


Answering your inquiry about the War Department 
memoving Ene insignia of the Chaplains, I would say 
that I am emphatically opposed to that order. I had 
dido the subject until my visit to Louis- 
mM sehon Major Pruden 6121311613 converted me to the 
ከ ከ ۱۱۹۱۱۸11 e point ob view. The fact of the matter 
nenes Ss OF position among officers entailed 
by removing the insignia, more than offsets any advan- 
ህከ በ! ۲۵ ۱۱۱۱۱۱1 may have in his work among the 
men. The whole thang seems to be a favorite scheme of 
Bishop Brent, amd I think tht we ought to cooperate 
ne 011261 Church Bodies in an energetic pro- 
Gest tee themwar Department against the proposed measure. 
||... ۱ a protest it should be made very strong. 

The same thing is true as regards the rank of 
CMap as. 11 15 an outrage What them most poortly 
equipped saw-bones that I ever saw should have the 
on some Major in the Army waiter one year of servicc, 
while the best man whom we can put into a Chaplaincy 
 ኡኑውኤ ኤሌኤቹቁ ፕር ቲጌዢጋማስስ ስንቄን; iil untal he has served Lor seven 
years. The consequence of this lower rank is that the 
Chaplain is looked down upon in the Army, and is 
ጨን በ ከ ከ 1 the authority that he needs to have in order 


"stub ٣۰۰٠٠٠٢ 22 July 1918. 
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to command the religious situation. The Army is follow- 
٠۰٠۰۰٠٠٠٠٠٦٠٦۷٠۰ ol diametrically opposed to that of the 
Navy, where the rank of the Chaplain has been increased, 
With the result that the Chaplain ranks as high as the 
Doctor or other professional man who is serving in that 
branch. 
The comments of Jacobs are enlightening as to the attitudes and 
practices of the time; that is why they have been quoted so ox- 
۳ 1۷۳۰ But it is curious that Jacobs and, apparently, Knubel 
either did not know of or paid no heed to the opinion of Stub, 
u 11717 since Stub had repeated in a letter to Moff dated 
August 10, 1918, that the cross insignia would not be changed. 
Apparently Stub too had checked to see what the chaplains were 
mS and thinking: “You of course are aware of the fact that 
meme ross insignia will not be changed, and it was not I believe 
che goodwill of the Church of America that the insignia of 
rank was removed. I notice that a number of chaplains still wear 
their insignia of rank but some others have removed theirs." 
The whole matter of the chaplains having and wearing in- 
ከን ከ 02 rank has long been debated. But the comments of the 
uud Presbyterian Church, in its report on the Military 
Macy, as 11 studied the experiences of the chaplains and 
ames during World War I, are revealing: 
The reason for the assignment of rank for chaplains 
comes out of a long history. Before and during World 
War IL there were chaplains who had no rank, and they 


1 የ የር | ዓጋ 1 ጠን ول زا‎ men, that they were regarded 
e as accessories with no standing and of 


lJacobs 


¿Stub to Hoff, 10 August 1918, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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questionable value. When things needed to be done for 

the men, the chaplains had no power that would provide 

IO 221011١ Only those avcnues of help or cor- 

ከሁ ۱ chat thesexccptional personality might 

Poco Reca te within a Piven Situation. Rank was 

ከ ስበ ۰ ۱۱۱ 1115 to introduce order into a confused 

Situation and to pave the ሺ... a legitimate voice 

within "the establaishmoent'. 

Semen aS Can be determined, the NLCA never wavered in its sup- 
ET of rts Chaplains on this issue. 

Although no men of the NLCA served as Navy chaplains 
femme World War J, and none did until 1940, mention should be 
made of what developed in that branch at that time, since thosc 
ss ces have, by and large, continued to the present day. A 
mort to the President noted that 

Don Onidhar I1, 4 Chapla bas Division with a 

Director 01 "Chaplains was established, and the first 

۱۱ ۱۳۵1 cS Manwal Was written. Also during Word War 

lx lIdditi@mal dutics such as care of ship's 11- 

brarics, Navy Relief and ship's recreation arose which 

were assigned to the chaplain and which have remained 

Mien as collateral duties ever since. 

MMC Dnemtotbenj; that during World War I a chaplain, 
"ከጊ he was in the Army or the Navy, could find himself do- 
۱۱ ۱۱ other things besides preaching, teaching, and visiting 
the sick. That was true cven despite the fact that the number 
Serene that ne was expected to serve in the military was usually 
mer greater than he would have encountered in a typical one- 
pustor parish setting. In 1918 one chaplain was to serve 1,200 
men. lie ratio was determined by congress, and still is. But, 
۲ ۱ ۱01 reported, ". . . actually the number of chaplains 


lApplequist, p. 38. 


?Report to the President, p. 7. 








Was only half the authorized strength." 


During World War I the chaplains sometimes found them- 
Semmes in competition with the Y MC A, and the experience was 
Memally distasteful. Thus Hoff wrote that: 


Every chaplain is very apt to experience, what [I 
uuu sccmcdgorhat some o Y M C A secretaries come 
Ince callo" War Work” imbued with the idea 
that they are called upon to run the whole United 
NOS AD, anda that they need not take any notice of 
11 body except the Colonel. 

Now, it happens that Army Regulations give cer- 
TTD CECE he Chaplains, and these rights he can 
Sale has the back-bone to do so. 

Bile ene trouble is that, while the Gov't. grants 
certain authority it docs not back him up finan- 
231311177 So he can carry out his plans. Take for in- 
stance, in the matter of entertainment and recreational 
activities one 1s almost helpless if he has no funds. 
eNCA men come along into a regiment backed by 
funds end equipment and simply take possession and the 
chaplain is forced to stand helplessly by and look on.2 


o ANT CAT Chaplain, Carl L. Foss, was even more force- 
wn his denounciation of the Y M C A: 


Wertire not in favor ot having the Y.M.C.A.coming 
IM Mic NO one has any use for that organization, the 
Soldiers are very bitter towards it. I haven't heard 
m لانن‎ ርስ spoken tor the Y but plenty of adverse 
Are ۱ ۱:۱۰ Personally I want nothing to do 
۳ ۲ ۱ They have been of no service to me, have 
ones experiences with them. The Y can 
uc 2t wanbs to white wash itself over there in the 
Eccc bU NC, WILL never suceecd, the returning sold- 
ers will tend to that. Every man over here has seen 
eno OA that layout to be donc with them for ever 
ان‎ 51 a pity that they have succeeded so 
thoroughly to bamboozle so much money out of the poc- 
٠ ۱۱0۱۳6 Lhe Y sceretarics arc having a 
IMA trip over Werc and «big time*on that money. A 
bre buneh ot their women are not any credit to them 
cither. Nuff said.’ 


11ከ10., ኮ. 9. “Hoff to Freas, 17 July 1918. 


SPoss to Stub, 21 March 1919, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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Perhaps Foss was reacting simply to his own bitter ex- 
۳۱ ۱ but the matter 1S worth noting. Every so often since 
World War I, suggestions have been made that military chaplains 
should no longer be military officers, but should serve in some 
capacity as Y secretaries. The NLCA never supported such 
proposals. Perhaps the reactions of Hoff and Foss were the 
I Son. 

When the war ended suddenly on November 11, 1918, some 
meee NECA Chaplains, as soon as possible, returned to civilian 
۲ Perhaps the record for shortness of time of service for 
all NLCA chaplains was held by Norman A. Madson, who was on 
Eu duty for just Over three months, September 5, 1918, to 
December 12, 1918.1 

Officials of the NLCSSW were concerned about how to 
cut those men who wished to return to civilian life. A sug- 
gestion was made that some of the chaplains could be used to go 
Om speaking tours of the churches to explain the work they and 
the NLCSSW did during the war.“ Whether or not any NLCA churches 
were so contacted is not known. 

At Cast ore NLCA Chaplain, Fjelstad, did not want to 
leave the cheaplaincy. He wrote and asked Stub if he was ". 

EN DosrTtion to know what chance there is for thc securing of 
permanent commissions as Chaplains by Lutherans just now?" In 


ES reply Stub said: 


lReports of the NLCSSW, 1922. 
“Ereas O OOS O? JUNCO, NLCSSKs- Archives ol CL. 
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Miradas our application for service in the 
regular army 1 understand that this is more easily 
entered through your commanding officer. I understand 
everyone will be offered a chance if he wishes to re- 
main in the regular army. You might ask your command- 
ei ent: tie regular form of application and 
fill in same and his recommendation will no doubt carry 
the matter through.1l 
Whether or not Fjelstad did apply is not known; he was 

EE harped from the service the same month Stub wrote his reply. 
۱۱۲۲ ال‎ ን ር ንሜ to ۲ و۱۱۳(‎ Stub mentioned that 
Chaplain Storaasli had had dinner with him and had been appointed 


iî transport service.? 


E DLT 2051 501225113 lasted only 
until July 53 

۳ ۲ 9 oL 1919 only Regular Army Chaplain Londahl 
remained on active duty. Thüs 11 two short ycars the course had 
POM ui! circle, for Londahl was the only Norwegian Lutheran 
chaplain when the NLCA was formed in 1917. 

In 1919 Stub concluded his work with the military chaplains 
DERE NLCA. Some of the other NLCA chaplains, how many is not 
ذا‎ drd later enlist in the Reserves, among them Stears and 
Fjelstad.? But Stub was dead before any more NLCA chaplains would 
۳ ۱۷ ۵ duty. 

In retrospect, it is remarkable how quickly and how 
actively the NLCA became involved in the affairs of its military 
0 )ا‎ 1115. Principally the NLCA did its work on behalf of its 


chaplains through the NLCSSW, which itself was instrumental in 


lStub to Fjelstad, 3 February 1919, NLCSSW - Archives of 
(L. 
2lbid. 511101. Reports omeuhw NLCSSW, 1922. 
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Maine, And the dcpth of the concern of the NLCA, at least on 
STE Ol Lts Ofticiagls, is shown by the fact that the son of 
m cPresqdent of the NLCA, Rev. J. A. O. Stub, carried out an 
extensive work in the NLCSSW. And remarkable work was also done 
mna other NLCA clergyman, Rev. Lauritz Larsen. Certainly the 
church was responding to the enthusiasm and needs of the times 
Lt began its work, but noteworthy is both how well it did 
EU 0112 and what patterns it set for the future. 

In the dawning days of World War II the NLCA was to draw 
I Ly upon ts experiences in World War I to determine the 
ከን በመ 115 work. Of tremendous significance for the future 
Mene tact that the NLCA chose to do most of its work in a 
۱3۱ ۲ 31۷۵ inter-Lutheran agency, whose story has been told else- 


where. 1 


cad notably in the case of the rank and insignia 
mE ute. the NLCA had taken its first tentative steps toward in- 
۳۰۰۰٠۰٠٠۱٠۷٠11 the affairs of the national government in behalf of 
الل‎ ۱ ۱۱196 ۵ its military chaplains. The NLCA may well have 
paurved that with the signing of the armistice, its need to take 
any active steps on behalf of its chaplains was at an end, save 
Ma tever clean-up" details remained. And for most ot the 
۱۱۲ 9 1 the period between World War I and World War Ii, that 


۳۰٠٠٠٠٠ true. For most of those ycars only one NLCA clergyman 


mould be on active duty. But the pattern had been made, and in 


1666 especially the books of Osborne llauge, Lutherans 


Working Together (New York: National Lutheran Council, 1945), 
and Frederick K. Wentz, Lutherans in Concert (Augsburg Pub- 
Sling liouse, 19068). 
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World War II the NLCA would find itself as fully involved in the 
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CHAPTER TWO 
IRANSITION (1919-1959) 


cies. Great War” had ended, the NLCA quickly with- 
Grew from an involvement in the armed services of the United 
Eu FOr many ycars after 1922, only one pastor of the church, 
Bacher Storaasli, would remain on active duty as a military chap- 
۱۳ NOt Until the days of thc depression cra, in 1935, would 
Are Man, Christian O. Anderson, join Storaasli on active duty. 
Meson Lott the service in 1938; in 1939 Albin Fortney came on 
@etive duty. 

ss eryod 1919 - 1959 was obviously a time of transition 
between the ‘Great War' which had ended in 1918 and World War II 
ከክ በከበከስቅኑኀ።ብ።ብ in Europe in 1959, although the United States did not 
|usomecofficially involved until 1941. 

Diem period was a time ol transition also for the NLCA. 
tar army Chaplain Londahl left the service in 1922; Chaplain 
a] a veteran of World War I, came on active duty again in 
ID cand would serve as a chaplain in thc Army until 1948, the 
ክርተ period OI such service for any man in the NLCA. Most of 
۳ ۲ 1 A Chaplain was, therefore, given in just this per- 
iod. But several other men were also involved in significant 
ways during this timc. A number of veterans from World War I 


۳۳۳ ۱ active in the Reserves. Most notable of these men were 








=< 


Ee usemndgeyelstad. -Fjelstad was to return to active duty in 
1941 and dic shortly thereafter. 

ን » ይሙሌኤዷዬ 1ن‎ 1117 በር ከርሮ 101 between the wars, especially dur- 
BE ۲ latter part of it, a number of pastors joined the Reserves. 
۱ اه‎ of these men had served as enlisted men or line officers 
during the War, and some of them were to see active duty in World 
EM hile 1፡1 1922, with the disestablishment of the NLCSSW, 
the NLCA may well have thought that it would no longer have to be 
RSS ted in an official way in the affairs of the armed services, 
pauucularly insofar as they concerned its chaplains, by the mid- 
thirties it was apparent that this was no longer so. As the end 
Gf the period approached, it was becoming more and more apparent 
ء۳۰۰6‎ 40411 the church would have to become involved in a sig- 
nificant way. 

In the midst of World War I, a significant step towards 
ppeater unity among many of the Lutheran churches in America was 
ከከ. Ihe preat success of the NLCSSW prompted in large measure 
the movements which eventuated in the formation of the National 
Eueran Council in Chicago, September 6, 1918.1 

۲" ان زا سس‎ thee National Lutivéran Council (NLC) that 
m@eeNECA/ELC was to work in recruiting and maintaining contact 
۱۳ ۲5 Chaplains. Evën alter the ELC established ifs own Mili- 
Bun ۱۱۱/۱۸ 1۱1۱۱۳۳ Commission during the korean War, it continued to 
work through the NLC in its dealings with the armed services of 


ew United States. 


Iwentz, ۳ 17. 





NLCA President H. G. Stub, whose son was working with the 
NLCSSW, was elected head of the new NLC. The other key NLCA man 
meter Nir Cook Lauritz Larsen, ". . . stood at the center of all 
Nacional Lutheran Council activities from their beginning until 
۱۳ ۰ death at the age of forty in January, 1923." Because 
۲ ۲ ۱ excellent work he did for the NLCSSW as their representative 
Eu sshington, D.C., he was given the same job by the NLC. And in 
Mecemper, 1920, while still continuing in his duties as an ۷ 
Eu ne NECSSW, he was elected president of the NLC.? He was a very 
۳۱۱۲ ۳۵۱6 man, and, as an historian of the NLC has noted, "Had a 


icsser man held Larsen's post the Council could have foundered.'4 
Changes in the Status of Chaplains 


۲۳ ۱ ۲۱۱ annual meeting of the NLCSSW in December, 1919 


EN xecutive Secretary roported: 


Me present the status of the chaplains in the United 
States Army is somewhat unsettled. The army regulations 
make the following provision: "The duties required by 
۱۳۲ ات‎ ۰۱ 111 are that they shall hold appropriate 
۱۱ ۱ ۱۳۸ Serviees for the benefit of commands to which 
assigned; that they shall perform appropriate burial sor- 
Vices at the burial of officers and soldiers who may die 
Es es commands; and that they shall give instruction to 
the enlisted men in the common English branches of edu- 
٠۰٠٠٠٠٠٦6 2.1104 1125, R.9.)"» 


Pi u added: "As a matter ofl fact, the chaplain has often been 


aed in the past for a great many other duties." 


Jp n s. Arie. , meer 51510. Ad... p. 38. 


21 1 ۰ 2 Larsen, Report of the Executive Secretary, NLCSSW - 
Wrchives e CL. 
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And Larsen went on to explain to the NLCSSW that thc Army 
itself had made some changes or was proposing to do so. This of 
course is a standard ploy when some agency of the government be- 

ን ۵ tee! itself undcr some pressure to make changes in its 
ከ ۱۳۵ of operations. 


It is further planned (by the Army) that the chap- 
ከ ከከ ትህ 1 cneumbered with a great decal of recre- 
ational work and that he is not available for assignment 
clear roma lor recrcational officer,” who is charged 
፣ 6 ከመ... ! ርዕ በዕ] ana supervision of all such 
es. Lts also provided that the commanding 
officer shall give support and assistance to chaplains 
3-٠٠۰٠٠٠٠٦٥١٠٦ ٦٦٦7216 in the problem of moral training, 
euaraec@mer ۱۸ ۱ 11115 and religious guidance of the soldier. 
MS understanding, and this has been confirmed by 
I CTS TON CIE Mar Plans Division, that the chaplain 
۳۱۱۱۱ ار‎ ۱۱ 1 Optrol the religious work in his regiment, 
and that other agencies shall be employed under his di- 
ee tone! 


۱۳ ۱ the last Statement was made in reference to the 
۰۰۰ئ۰‎ that the chaplains had expericnced with the Y.M.C.A. dur- 
6لا لنت‎ war and was scen as a corrective of that problem. 

s i ۰ ٣۹1٠۰۰170۲691166 ]1169 ب۶609‎ 1067165. it had laid 
EN chaplarns to be recreational directors, but it certainly 
remot 6111211111316 them all, at least not if the experience of 
۳۱ ۰ ۱۰:1 were at all typical: 


One of the happiest memories of my Army carecr is 
of the years I spent as shortstop of the Fort Mills 
ከ ከ ር اه‎ inthe Philippines. {£ recall a vital 
Ser Wes deaqinst another Army team ian Manila - one game 
Sounds atrternoon, another onc Sunday afternoon. 
Suda mos nine I had to conduct an Luster service at 
۱ Il ON 0۱ ۰ ۰ 10۲ (This was in the twenties). 
My commanding gencral was as ardent a fan as 1 was, and 
۱۳۶ (C C لا‎ me to be available for both games. But he 
P@ecenizcd my Obligation - and his - to the military 
personnel and their families who desired to worship in 
ከየ ከህ pest chapel on Easter mornure. Accordingly, 


lrbid. 
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crore to return to Corregidor by chartered 
Mater. the saturday afternoon gamc. Sunday morn- 
ese rice ٩ ۱۵۱۲ fron the chapel to the airfield 
and flew back to Manila. I like to feel that I was ful- 
filling my ministry to the troops when I played in the 
game that afternoon as much as when ۲ 
altar and in my pulpit that morning. 


Although Storaasli may have been satisfied with that 
ከዝ በር ከር, it was evident that others were not. And it is cer- 
۳۲ ۱۲ the Army's proposed actions did not lessen the efforts 
that the General Committce on Army and Navy Chaplains, Federal 
Sommer) 01 Churches, had prepared a bill for submission to con- 
press that was intended to clarify and improve the status of 
Ains. Larsen gave some of the main points of the bill to 
the meeting of the NLCSSW: 


caca cion... There shall be created a corps in the 
army ot the United States to be known as the Corps of 
Chaplains. Said Corps shall be administered by a staff 
2۰۰۲۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠ ٦٦٦15 ۹٣7 ۲۱۶ representing the religious 
l es ol the country. 
۳ The chaplains of said corps shall have rank, pay and 
allowance as follows: 
Five per cent, with the rank, pay and allowance 
OL COLONEL 
Ten per cent, with the rank, pay and allowance 
O 11 026111112 colonel. 
Fifteen per cent, with the rank, pay and allowance 
of major. 
Forty-five per cent, with the rank, pay and allow- 
Dance of captain. 
woenty-=tive per cent, with the rank, pay and 
1 1 10۷۱ of first lieutenant. 
III. The number of chaplains (including those now hold- 
ing permanent commission) in the said corps shall bc in 
emp rovortion of one for each 1200 commissioned officers 
and Enkisted men authorized by law for the permanent 
matay establishment. 
IV. Appointment. No person shall be commissioned as a 
Chaplain who is over 35 years of age and all commissions 


lStoraasli, B 1 20121 Coneerhution.' 
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ህህ ۱ 9۲ ۱ و‎ 10۱1۵1 ۶9 the term of two years, except 

۱۳۶۲ ات‎ ۱9۲ ۲/۱۱۸۱ who shall have served during the per- 

1 of the recent emergency as a chaplain of the Army 

cas tates:, Shall be eligible for permanent 

appoıntnent on his Army record, without regard to the 

requirement of provisional service and examination re- 

Spectineumental qualification. + 

This was a far-reaching proposal. The essential features 
mort (the percentage of chaplains in cach rank and the determin- 
muon of the number of chaplains by setting a ratio in comparison 
ህከ ከክ total authorized strength, the establishment of a Corps 
۶۰٠۰۰٦٦15 and the setting forth of appointment qualification) 
meen, with minor modifications from time to time, in force to 
ከ ከ ቢከ ር በቢ! day. As a member of the General Chaplaincy Committec, 
E ۱ doubtlessly had much to do with the drafting of the pro- 
Dill. Obviously the bill was intended to settle once and 
Nul the matter of chaplain's insignia by making chaplains full- 
fledged members of the Army, with pay, rank and allowances equal 
EN tof other staff officers and by granting the chaplains 
equal status by establishing their own corps and staff to admin- 
Ner it. 

BhexbuI wu some Changes, did become law, but not with- 
«ከከከ ከ cuccsemauous Opposition in the House of Representatives. Pro- 
Sas made there would have given one chaplain for every 2,200 
Manda officers and, instead of enjoying definite rank Crom first 


i uenant to dzeutenant Colonel, the chaplains ". . . would have 


been left without definite rank, merely nominal rank from first 


liarsen, Brot December. 1919. 





S (T to licutenant colonel and no hope left for organi- 
zation Of a corps of chaplains." 

Two major changes were made in the proposed bill. The 
Pst change was certainly a good one. 

۱۱ ۱۱ ۱ Gf rank not below that of major, may 
be appointed by the President, by and with the advise and 
uu ا‎ tne ocnave, to be chief ol chaplains. He shall 
serve as such for four years, and shall have the rank, pay 
and allowances of a colonel while so serving. His dutics 
Spo 11 ۱۱0 investigation into qualifications of can- 
didates for appointment as chaplain, and general coordin- 
ation and supervision of the work of chaplains. 2 

۲ ۰ better to have onc man, rather than a committee of 
mmc tO be at the head of the corps. Committees may be the 
Ew xor civilian life, but they are certainly not so in the mili- 
Cary. 

Mero tner change may not have been such a good idea. The 
new law read that "Appointments as chaplains shall be made from 
among persons duly accredited by some religious denomination or 
Eo uz2ation, and of good standing therein, betwcen the ages of 
23 and 45 years."5 The problem lay in the raising of the age 
Bei rom 55 years to 45 years. Although the upper age limit 
has varied over the years, only in the days of greatest necd for 
mUDIa1Ds during World War II and Korea has the limit bcen set 
momen as 45; usually the preference has been for 35, the age 
Proposed by the committee. 

Nite from the perspective of a chaplain, Storaaslii 


۱۳۲ commented about the establishment of the office of the 


IN ucc "heal Result of Chaplain Legislation," 
٠۰۰٠٠٠٦٢٣ report, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 


21bid. SIbid. 
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Simmer 01 Army Chaplain, a post he himself once filled: 


Ec lemeeszorzrene ton military leaders with chap- 
۱۰۲۱ ۱ 016 ۱ او‎ World War convinced them that if 
eeN eS ol the chaplains were to be fully utilized, 
۳ ۱ supervisi0n Over them and thcir activities must 
Demcietained in the intcrest of efficiency and effective- 
mess. thus the National Defense Act of 1920 made pro- 

۱ ۲ ۱1 Or ከር establishment of the Chief of Army Chap- 
lains, was a most significant recognition of the Army 
Chaplains, although a tardy onc, similar to the recog- 
ቪ|ኤ፡።ፕ፡ፐ ያ ከበ had been given the Navy Chaplaincy in 1917. 
eoret ally anu officially at least, this recognition 
pave the Army Chaplaincy an equal standing among the 
various arms and services of our military establishments; 
something it never before had enjoyed and henceforth both 
Gllgelaincies were to be regarded as integral parts of our 
Army and Navy. As an aftermath of this official recog- 
nition there was set in motion a chain of favorable re- 
actions toward the chaplaincy which permeated the think- 
Eu tCihestank and file Of Our military personnel all 
كليل‎ 9 down the Tıne from the top military leaders to 
tne lowest ranking private or seamen. 


Apparently when Storaasli wrotc, he was unaware of thc 
Mates that had been made by Larsen, the NLCSSW and the General 
Commission. Nevertheless his comments lend support to the 
۱ 1۲1۵۳ that what Larsen did had far-reaching and beneficial 
memes in the lives of military chaplains, and thus in the work 


mouche churches were enabled to do in the armoed forces. 
(11.11 11 


Storaasli, who had been a NLCA chaplain during World War 
۱۳۲ ۱۱۱0 been discharged in July, 1919, wrote Larsen upon his 
meturn to active duty in 1920. In that letter he indicated a 


۲ ۱۲ Widely he thought the Call to the chaplaincy was given: 


lStoraasli, ner Comer button." 





lE ۰ ۳ appormtment as Chaplain and First 
USA When the appointment came through 
Ice T had then been so recently installed 
that 1 felt it impossible to accept -- unless I would 
be given 6 months to straighten things out - both per- 
sonal and congregational. My request was at that time 
denied, so 1 considered the matter closed. 

Last Tuesday a week ago, I received a wire from the 
War Department saying that another opportunity was given 
me to accept, so I, looking upon it as a Divine Call, 
accepted the appointment. 


Storaasli knew what equipment and funds had been supplied 
ne Chaplains by the NLCSSW during World War I and wondered: 
KS ቢቢ ፡?ፐ words - are you assisting the Chaplains in peace times 
as when the War was on? If so then I know what I may ask for 
"ከከ ከካ! not." Storaasli was told: 


Me onma ssion IS still caring for its chaplains. The 
whole matter of equipment is being considered by the 
General Chaplaincy Committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches. So far as we know there has been no definite 
decision reached. In the mean time, the Commission 
stands ready to do for you now just what it dif for you 
during the war. You will know, of course, what that 
means. 


And in the same letter some possible changes were hinted at: 


۱۱ 15 1 ۱1۵۱۱۲ ۱95 ۱1۱ ۷ that the Commission may 
be disbanded at Chicago tomorrow night but from the 
conference held here between its officers, I am doubt- 
occur. Ewen f it should, the Concil 
۳۳۲ Continue tlie policy of the Commission. lt seems 
I cu chowewerocthat the Commission will continue as 
an organization for some time yet. 


However disquieting that news may have been to Storaasli and his 


IM c they were expecting the birth of a child at the time - he 


lStoraasli to Larsen, 5 December 1920, NLCSSW - Archives 
oe CL. 


“Ibid. 


reas to ከ1! ፡፤  ፡ 6 December 1920, NLCSSW - Arehives 


et CL. 
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3 ۲۱۲ service, where he was to remain on active duty until 
19483. 

ከከከ 6..!(00፤.፡. 00935 born in 1885 and ordained in 1914. 
EN 2 graduate of Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, and Luther 
۱۳۱۱۱۱ و‎ St. Paul, Minnesota. Prior to World War I he had 
s a Missionary to China, as a campus pastor in San Fran- 
reco, and as a parish pastor in Warren and Lyle, Minnesota. 
Before rcentering active duty as a chaplain in 1921, he served 
for a short while a parish in Northwood, Iowa.! He was to become, 
femme 115 death, the "grand old man" of the NLCA/EIC chaplains. 

MAI to reas 1 came. on actiwer duty in 1921 the NLCSSW was 
Sporting ". . . about ten regular chaplains in the Army and 
Navy by allowing them certain equipment and expense funds." 

Aras limas glad to bce Dack im the service again, al- 
though he said that it had taken on a ارك‎ ከ: ር ር !፡፦.: lemas 
uror the help of the NLCSSW: 

 ዴዜሌ እ ሞዎፐጥጥ -ከ፣! the Commission is doing. The 
complaint among most of the Reformed Chaplains is that 
their churches are doing nothing for them anymore. And 


priae to bc able to tell them that my‏ نات ل سر ميس 
Eune COMMISSION is Still on the job.‏ 


loffice of Public ۳٣۰٠٠٢٠ ٣٦٦٦٦ le American Lutheran Church, 
I ከህ.“ Chaplain 5toraasir Dios; Served in National Church Posts,’ 
۲ 1۳۰ 1971, Archives of Cooperative Lutheranism, Gynther 
۳ و1511‎ Biographical File, New York. 


1 


“Letter to C. M. COD IT mar. 1921, NLCSSW - Archives 
oy CL. 


SStoraasli to ۱۱۱ IOMA 011 1921 NLCSSW - Archiwes of 
اک‎ 


41519. 
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l u 100110 use for the money which the NLCSSW sup- 
لآ ادا‎ ۱۱۰ Evidently the NLCSSW didn't supply him with a motor- 
cycle, which NLCA chaplains had received during the war, so 


Storaasli bought a uscd car.? 


And he overdrew the Fund that the 
NLCSSW had supplied him when he purchased some furnishings for 
his office in the Service Club.^ But he remembered the ways of 
the service and was in various ways trying to obtain a mimeo 
iU ۱۱ Army so that the NLCSSW would not have to buy it for 
him.? 

۱۳۱۲۱ ۱ ال‎ was peace-times he found plenty to do. In 
EE uthly report to the Chief of Chaplains made just two months 
mcr reporting for duty, he spoke of visiting an average of 
ENS ole hospital patients, speaking with thirty-five prisoners, 
۱۱۳ የበ services at the Stockade and at the Service Club, and of 
arranging for the holding of Catholic services, helping four men 
to become naturalized, attending and assisting at Enlisted Men's 
demees, Officiating at a marriage, and playing as a member of a 
regimental baseball team. 4 

Il oi jer LCA chaplain at the time was M. M. Londahl. 
In 1922 he had served in the Army continuously as a chaplain for 


twelve years. Some of those years had been difficult ones. For 


many of them he had to pay the cost of moving his dependents 


11510. 


^Storaasli ۱۳۵ ۰ 15 April e192), DBECSSN - Archives of 
EL. 


5110]. 
AChaplain Baer otoradsli, Sist brigade, C.A.C., 


Monthly Statement to the Chef of Chaplains, May 2, 1921. NLCSSW- 
Archives of CL. 
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himself, although that was no longer true in 1922. And, he wrote 
Larsen, "I have used several thousand dollars of my wife's means 
to carry on in the work, while in the lower grade and during the 
LX = He was hoping that Larsen could help him stay on active 
duty. What efforts, if any, Larsen made on his behalf is not 
known, but he was discharged from the service that same year. 

በ ያክ ፡ህ ic passed Out of cxistence in 1923. 
E ۱۱۱۲۳۱۱۵۰ 321 chaplains remained on duty, only once of them a NLCA 
Eo Nevertheless, in its short span of life, it had accom- 
Menned some tremendous things. It was once of the chief catalysts 
for the movement toward Lutheran cooperation that cventuated in 
Meco rmation of the National Lutheran Council. And in the NLCSSW, 
۱7۱ ۱ 11۲ through its secretary, NLCA pastor Lauritz Larsen, 
the same church had done some effective work for its chaplains 
and on their behalf in dealing with the armed services of the 
ted States. Although it was to be many years before the church 
momtd again be so heavily and directly involved with the mili- 
pl ۲۱۱۱ 0۱۱۵ the efforts of Larsen an important precedent had 
been set. 

With the demise of the NLCSSW how Storaasli related to 
the NLCA is not known. Until the thirties no mention is made of 
him in the church records. Then the only information concerning 
him is given in occasional notices about his whereabouts in the 


church paper, The Lutheran Herald. In this whole cra between the 


lLondahl to Larsen, July, 1922, NLCSSW - Archives of CL. 
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K دا‎ ۱۱ ۱۳۳۲ appears on the clergy roster of the church 
Bust was published each year. Ile was truly a forgotten man. 

۳٠۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٦ ٠٠ب‎ ٠0 ک‎ the reason for that lay in the general 
Menor Of the times. Eugene Klug, writing his observations about 
the period, says: 

The period between the two world wars was not with- 
ERS Re tes TOI the military Chaplaincy. The 
۱۳ ob 11 22 1 01 O1 the Armed Forces brought about 


by the Kellog-Briand Pact, the movement toward pacifism 
in some American churches, the criticism of incumbent 


Astor their lack Of splrituality - these were 
ii I: it Combined to all but undo the military 
chaplaincy. 


Tec ieedomrs Kove wotOrdasli was never accused of a lack 
Meespirituality, but he suffered the fate of anonyminity never- 
theless. 

erica rs wanted to forget the troubles engendered by the 
and Tor a time they succeeded. But at the end of the 
۶۰۰۰٠۰٠٢٢ ٠ب‎ new crisis, the economic depression, arose. 
| Depression Era Engenders New Interest in the 

)7 y 

t. wutherans. at least judging by their response, 
were bewildered by the events that followed the "Black Friday" 

ከ ከ ከሠ crash in 1929. Summing up his impressions of the twentics 
۱۳۲ ۱۱۸ ۲ و69‎ and of how those events affected the NLC, Wentz, 
Em Durch historian of the era, writes: 


TOT National Lutheran Council the fourtecn years 
between 1925 and outbreak of World War II (1959) were a 


Eugene F. Klug, "The Chaplaincy in American Public Life," 


Mic hurch, State and Chaplaincy, ed: <A. Ray Applequist (Washing - 
Iun Ceneral Commission on Chaplains and Armed Forces Personnel, 
569), pp. 80-81. 
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Mero: severe testing. ; 
| ከ ۹5 Americans were disillusioned by the 

failure of World War I as a crusade and were rather 
complacent about mankind's ills. Church people were 
not readily inclined for new ventures in church work. 
111 Us the depression had a stunning impact 
causing the American people and their churches to re- 
trench both financially and in their vision of new tasks. 
[solationism was predominent during both decades. When 
the New Deal proposed emergency social legislation, 
Lutherans were timid and slow in coming to any consensus 
tji rh ir church circles.l 
A remembrance of the past war was given in the Lutheran 
۱۳۳۳ in May, 1932, when it reported that "The Rev. Dr. Gustav 
Ens was elected president of the Chaplains' Association of 
BEL rmy of the United States at the National Convention held in 
e ork City, April 6-7,"« Lc ii veteran ot the war always 
EE Uned his interest in the chaplaincy. But one suspects that 
۳۳۳۲۱۱۱۳1 اوه‎ ۱۵5 10۳0 the recollections of an "old soldier' rather 
Mica interest Sn the contemporary chaplaincy. Later in the 
decade several articles appeared in the Lutheran llerald regard- 
۱۳ ከ Chaplaincy, but Stearns wrote none of them. 

In the mid-thirties a number of NLCA pastors began apply- 
EXUEor commissions as chaplains in the Reserve Forces. At this 
time men with such interests were evidently directed to the Gen- 
eral Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains. In 1955 NLCA Pastor 
Pats sHalvorson wrote to Dr. Roy B. Guild, then Executive 


Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, 


asking for information about how to apply for an appointment as a 


lWentz, 0۰4۰ 


Zfnthevan Herald, 10 May 1932. 
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Reserve Chaplain in the United States Army. + Hes likeall other 


TT applicants, was told that: 


When all necessary material (application form, result 
sica] examination, etc.) has been obtained by this 
” ሁ.፣ቲፕ። ፎ ህህ)  ጤከ  110ክ will be referred to the Chaplains 
۳ ۱ ۰ ۰ representing your denomination and upon their 
report will be based the action of this General Committee 


If the Committee decided in his favor, a certificate of recommen- 
Bon for appointment would be transmitted to the appropriate 
y Arca Office, and he would be granted his commission by them.? 
Erxuconssebhenchad to go through a three-step procedurë: 
۱۳۲۲ ፡ cy had to make their desire known to the General Committee 
۱3۳ hey had to be approved by their denominational body, and 
۱۱۱ ۳ that body's action had to be approved by the General 
Memmittec. All this was necessary, because as the Committee said: 


(It). . . cooperates with the War and Navy Departments 
1۱ ۰ selection of Protestant Chaplains. 

Under regulations of the Departments, no candidate 
sr i ያጠርሃነ 1S considered who has not received the 
endorsement of "some religious denomination or organ- 
1zation.” The General Committee on Army and Navy Chap- 
tains 1S recognized by the Departments as the agency 
۳۱۶ ات‎ li they may secure the evidence of fitness 
and approval of candidates from some 24 Protestant bodies 

BR (C ON ርር. ከዕ ከበ receipt of the information re- 
quested of candidates for Chaplaincy appointments, care- 
us 8 6۳1 case, then referes all data to a 
representative or committee of the denomination to which 
the applicant belongs, and, based upon the report of 
that committee, issues a certificate of approval of dis- 
dor als appears to be justified by the tacts. 


mn 


I llalvorson ከ و1‎ 11 December 1955, Norris R. Malvor- 
OT Tie, DSMP - LUCUSA. 


¿Guild to Halverson, 26 December 1935, Norris R. Halvor- 
ከ file, DSMP - LUCUSA. 


Ibid. As enclosure. 





A chas cumbersome procedure had to be followed 
Dy NLCA/ELC pastors desiring to be chaplains until 1939, when 
E. the National Lutheran Council began dircct negotiations 
with the chicf of chaplains."? 

ከ ۳۱۱ ۱۱۱۲9 at stake here is the granting of 
۲٣۰۰٠٦٦٠٦٦۹ ٣141١ endorsement. It appears from what evidence is 
BEowble that at this time, the thirties and on into the forties, 
the military required prior endorsement by some Poet tone body be- 
fore accepting the application of anyone desiring to be a chap- 
Eun What is curious is that the final and therefore most 
crucial endorsement should be given by a committec of the Federal 
Fr T] of Churches. The un ilon later years this procedure 
was changed indicates that finally some began to feel some dis- 
Ame titude about this process. 

DMA. Aaspaard became president of the NLCA in 1925. 

come timc, perhaps in the early thirties, he revised that 
church's procedures for handling the applications of men desiring 
Euer the chaplaincy. In 1934 NLCA pastor Hjalmar F. Ilanson 
bepall making application to enter the Naval Reserve Chaplaincy. 
In 1940 Hanson became the first NLCA man to enter active duty as 
a Navy chaplain. When Guild received Hanson's papers in 1934, he 
u them on to Rev. Ralph H. Long, then Executive Director of 
Ae National Lutheran Council, with the cxplanation: 

Previously, applications of members of the Norwegian 


Lutheran Church have been sent to Dr. Aasgaard for de- 
ISO but as that Church is included «in 


ly. 01 1910150011, ed., The Lutherans in North America 
۱۳۲۲۱ ۱5۳۸۰ Fortress Press, 1975), p. 4/5. 
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the National Lutheran Council, we assume we are correct 
F ilin such applications to you for decision. 


The men whom Halvorson listed as references included Carl 
۳ 1055 ana N. M. Ylvisaker. Foss had served as a NLCA chaplain 
in the war and during World War II would again see active duty. 
he mid-thirties, however, he was in a slightly different field 
Of work. As part of the 'New Deal," the Roosevelt administration 
had established the Civilian Conservation Corps. The intent of 
this Corps was to provide wholesome work for men. Although the 
Army was involved in the administration of the work, the partici- 
pants remained civilians. Camps were set up, and chaplains were 
Eu duo work in them. Sometimes, like Foss, those chaplains had 
EST In the military. And again like Foss, some of the CCC chap- 
tains had become members of the Reserve Army Chaplain Corps. 
IES why Foss signed his letter of recommendation "lst Lt. 
NI s District Chaplain'" on stationery that bore the letter- 
۱ Headquarters, Fort Missoula District, Civilian Conservation 


ENS, Office of the District Chaplain."* 


Although Ylvisaker had 
MES erved on active duty as a military chaplain, like Foss he 

was also a member of the Reserve Army Chaplain Corps. In the mid- 
thirties he was executive secretary of The Young People's Luther 
League of the NLCA. He used both positions to publicize and 


Mavocate the cause of the military chaplaincy. In the years Pead- 


۱۳ ( to and including World War II he became the NLCA's chief 


lGuild to ۳۳۳ October 1934, Hjalmar F. Hansom file, 
DSMP - LUCUSA 


Foss tO በ... Ss 19 ۱ 1996, Norris R. llalvorson $iJe, 
EP - LUCUSA. 
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aduocate for and in behalf of the chaplains. 
Thus, probably due to the influence of Ylvisaker, the 
church, by means of the Lutheran Herald was kept informed of 
emery change of address and promotion of Chaplain Storaasli in 
ur ۱۱1۲ 15۰ For example, in 1934 the church was informed that 
Bemapiain Gynther Storaasli, Fort Kamehameha, Hawaii, has been 
Dosoted to the rank of major in the Army of the United States."l 
|! Lutheran Herald's pages were used extensively by 
በንክ (ነር 11 his promotional activities. In a special issue in 
۱۳۲۳ 101 160 the "November Luther League Issue," there were 
ESA. to items pertaining to chaplains. One was an article, 
ADe ense of Chaplains," written by the Army Chief of Chaplains, 
IA Iva J. Brastad. The other was an announcement that the 
Young People's Luther League of the NLCA had appropriated $1000 
Mene year 1936 in order to provide religious supplies for CCC 
camps. ? In 1936 Reserve ۸1٠۱۱۱۷۷۸۰۰۰۰۱ ۱٦17 Epoeoen reported on the 
Mns" Association of the Army of the United States’ meeting 
۲۱۲۳ ۱۱۱ ۰ Ylivisaker had spoken. lle was later to become and remain 
۳ ecars the president of this group. At that meeting, in speak- 
ausu the topic, "Maintaining Interest in the Chaplains' Reserve, 
Ylvisaker had pointed out the need of real pastoral work among the 
En both in the Army and in the CCC camps .? In June, 1937, “tite 


much paper's front page carried a picture of some of the NLCA's 


lLutheran llerald 18 (25 Jamey 1934):74. 
“Lutheran 6 ۱ 19 (5 November 1935):]1081-1082. 


SJ. Muller Eggen, "The National Convention of Army Chap- 
ins," Lutheran llerald 20 (12 May 1936):485. 


| 
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Army chaplains.! By this time some church bodies had 


Reserve 


meeome rather severly critical of the chaplaincy. Responding to 


ms the editor wrote: 


Recently some church bodies have taken an in- 
different attitude toward their respective chaplains 
۳۷۰۰۰۰٣۰۷۰۰۰٠۰٠٦ Ce because of the unduc influence of small 
Eu 01 radical pacifists.. The Lutheran Church, how- 
۳۱۲ Mas never been in the habit of swinging the pendu- 
¡Nom one extreme to the other. Like a mighty sta- 
bilizing and forward-moving power, she will join the 
Christian movement for peace among all nations. But she 
will not turn radical and refuse to support and pray for 
her pastors who are ministering to our young men in the 
CCC and the Army. 4 


۱۳۲ ۱ rate 1930's the National Lutheran Council madc un- 


meee sstul cfforts to secure provision for a Lutheran ministry to 


M@eeestudents of West Point (the Army's school for officers). 


the Lutherans wanted a specific ministry that would be 
Brom aeseneral Protestant ministry.? 


Attempting to answer criticism, Reserve Army Chaplain 


MISC is, 


8001 0 1 


memes Peterson wrote in the Lutheran Herald in late 19539: 


٦۸۰۰۰017715000 first of all a morale oficer; 
በከ በባር ስ of the Gospel to serve the men who 
have been moved away from home and church. 


His argument has been frequently echoed by defenders of the chap- 


Eu" before amd since he wrote. He went on to say'. . . We 


Pema also encourage certain of their choicest young pastors to 


make timely preparation and application for a chaplain's commis- 


lutheran Herald 21 (8 June 1937):565 ¿Ibid., 575. 
SWentz, pese. 


AJames C. Peterson, "Is An Army Chaplain Permitted to 


በ so that our church does not lose out relative to a great duty. 


Each TherGospel?'" Lutheran Herald 235 (21 November 1959):1110. 


? Ibid. 








What had happened by this time was that on 1 September 
Hitler's Nazi Germany had invaded Poland. England had promised 
00 1616114 Poland. Thus Canada, a member of the British Common- 
wealth, was involved in war. A series of events began that cul- 
۱۱ in the United States entering fully into the armed con- 
EC of World War II by 1941. 

۱۱۱۱۳۰۲ 9 te 1939 the NLCA was a divided church. Its 
members who lived in Canada were in a nation at war; its members 
آل إن‎ United States were still at peace. But the shadows of 
Mat was to come were becoming more distinct all the time for 
Se who were willing to look. 

As 1939 drew to a close, only two NLCA chaplains, Storaasli 
bin L. Fortney, were on active duty. But the following year 
was to see a dramatic change. 

۳۱ ۲ thirties, however, due in large measure to the 
Pirorts of Ylvisaker, many men had joined the Reserves. And from 
the ranks of these men would come many who would serve on active 
duty in World War II. 

"ኤህ he twenties and thirties the NLCA had to some dce- 
gree reflected the tenor of the times. In common with most of 
the country, the needs of the military chaplaincy were forgotten 
and ignored for many years following the end of World War I, the 
Emde to Save Democracy." But the NLCA did not completely 
Eo udon or deny the need for the chaplaincy. With, to be sure, 


the stimulus of the Depression and efforts of the government to 


iReport نا‎ ۱۱۵ Prw ident, p. 8. 








deal with it, and with the increasingly ominous turn in world 

the NLCA began to consider participating more actively‏ 115 ان 
in the chaplaincy. For many years Storaasli had carried on alone‏ 
and unrecognized. But with the impetus of Ylvisaker, matters‏ 


run to change by the end of the era. 








CHAPTER THREE 
GLOBAL WAR, WORLD WAR II (1940-1945) 


The years 1940-1945 were in some respects almost a re- 
play of the years of the First World War. In these years too 
the church responded with enthusiasm when once the need became 
Obvious. Just before the war began for the United States in 
IN cone Norwegian-Lutheran chaplain was on active duty; the 
next ycar there were cight men in the Army serving as chaplains. 
INS two NLCA pastors were active duty chaplains, by the end 
۲ ۱۱ Cight men had donned uniforms. Out ot the desperate 
need ot 1917 the NLCSSW had been formed; in 1940 a like Commis- 
sion was formed. At first it was proposed to use virtually the 
same name , 1 but in the end the simple title, Service Commission 
(oC) was chosen. During the "Great War" especially one NLCA 
prtor. Lauritz Larsen, had done a tremendously effective job 
ጠጠ tins the intcracting concerns of the NLCA and the military 
as he worked in a key position for what had become the NLC. In 
World War II another NLCA pastor, N. M. Ylvisaker, played a simi- 
E role. 

But there were differences betwcen the two eras as well. 
ከ ከር World Wer I, in the Second World War the church's in- 
bolvement became, if anything, more intensc. Certainly it was 


more prolonged. At the end of hostilities in 1945, 105 chaplains 


lWentz, pes 100. 
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۳۲۲۲۱۱ ۱ ere ON active duty. Prior to that, two of them had 
EU One of them was the only NLCA/ELC chaplain to die as the 

MN cult of wounds inflicted by enemy action. In the First World 
War chaplains went to areas where the Christian church had long 
E وت‎ 2۸111511860۰. But in the Second World War chaplains found 
themselves encountering natives who had known of the Christian 
meen for only a generation or two, and would deal with enemies 
who were avowed enemies of the Christian faith. And in the Second 
KWorld War the NLCA for the first time had men serving as chaplains 


mi the Navy and in the Canadian Armed Forces. 
Pre-War Preparations 


The change from peace to war came suddenly and dramati- 
pally. A few members of the NLCA, those living in Canada, had 
become involved in the war in 1939, although the first NLCA pastor 
mot join the Canadian forces until 1942. But for most mem- 
bers of the NLCA, the change came in April, 1940, when the Nazis 
suddenly and without warning invaded Norway. The president of 
the NLCA, J. A. Aasgaard, wrote in the Lutheran Herald shortly 
Ber the event: 

0005] calanmity has fallen ontho land- -of our 
fathers. Today an enemy is in the country. 

Oe e P a to the people of our church, who through 

their fathers received the Word of God and the heritage 

Ds rana ty from the land oL the madnight sun. As 


American people who have shown sympathy and 
er Sead ing With the oppressed during this last year 
!! 


317, ለ. Aasgaard, "To Our Pastors and Congregations," 
۱۳۱۱ ۱ ۲۱ Nerald 25 (23 April 1940):433. 








onec qos went into effect in the United States in 
1940. Thousands of young men were drafted into the armed forces 
and war preparations, although stoutly resisted by many, began in 
earnest. 

tie wWepression had not ended, but the stimulus of spend- 
ing for armaments would soon erase its effects. New industries 
Eua to spring up, and old ones were revitalized. Aware of all 
mese things, Ylvisaker wrote in 1941: 

Lt should be apparent to all of us, however, that 

۳ ا9 آل‎ ۱۳1۱۸۵1 we are facing the greatest dislocation 

in American history. By the time of the Selective Ser- 

vice Act millions of our young men will in the five 

۱ ۲ ۲ 1 prescribed be transferred from home commu- 

nities (to) where they will experience an entirely new 

ens tence under government control, even religiously. 

Ex xumbers will be in CCC camps, also under govern- 

ከከህጊ።.1 1! ለብ 51111 other millions will be trans- 

mmol ron once government job to another in the 

desperate struggle for daily living.!l 

Lutheran Herald published an article raising‏ ۰11 ۱ 1 للا 
the question, "What can the members of our various churches do to‏ 
encourage the work of our Army and Navy Chaplains?''? In answer-‏ 
ከ rivisaker said, 'May we not expect that our Christian nation‏ 
EEUU D uus 1515 support with their prayers and their sacri-‏ 


ficial service that these men may receive the ministrations to 


phweh our common faith in an ever-living God entitles ۵ 


Service Men's Division, National Lutheran Council, The 
An Church and ler Emergency Ministry to Her Service ‘Men 
Minneapolis: Service Men's Division, National Lutheran Council, 
EX. p. 8. 









2N. M. Ylvisaker, "What can the members of our various 
churches and the people of this country do to encourage the work 
@eeour Army ahd Navy Chaplains," Lutheran Herald 24 (2 July 1940): 
700. 


Ibid. 
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The NLCA during World War II answered "yes" to Ylvisaker's ques- 


ititeme wasealso a tremendous response on the part of the 


Swoplisiment as described by Storaasli in the following 


Thousands of mobilization type chapels sprang up through- 
الزن‎  ፡ ስ ተከ and breadth of our land and on our over- 
seas military establishments. There was hardly a mili- 

۱3 11۱۰ base, or naval station of any size which could 
not boast one or more well built, well equipped and well 
ቼቼ. ስስ ን houses of God. Some of our larger training 
centers had as many as 20-25 houses of worship. 


Having been in a number of such chapels, the writer can 


on. 


Military 


words: 


attest that some of those structures are very fine indeed. 


M aa tary leadership recognized that no matter 


Dt did for service people on the military bases, what happened 


was available off base was often a very different matter. 


End what 


K aker wrote that: 


The Morale Divisions of the Army and Navy claimed 
trat they could control the situations within the camps 
and stations, that they were providing recreation and 
Dheolesomesactivities for the men within camp and at the 
Same time were keeping vice and liquor under control in 
Dia ORCAS. Outside the camp, however, their power 
Domo S Limited. The Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Eu coa George ©. Marshall, asked that the churches 
and welfare agencies co-operate to develop wholesome 
places forthe soldier and sailor when on leave.  Chaplains 
aud ۲٣٦٦٦٠ ገርር፲5ኣ joined in this plea. The re- 
Meena yes Of the National Lutheran Council heard this 
pus cand they saw the need. 


3۳ 11 fact ene of the majorvaccomplishments of the SC 


under Ylvisaker's leadership was the establishing of a number of 


IS toraasli, ነ ከ8 |!111,1/፡/87)ህ1፡01:001,. ]››. ሪ፦3. 


¿Service Men's Division, National Lutheran Council, p. 
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۳۰۰۰۹ Service Centers around the country. 

But against the backdrop of Ylvisaker's proud remembrance 
of what the SC had accomplished and Storaasli's fulsome praise of 
MEE Che military did, it must be recalled that prior to Pearl 
Harbor, anything associated with the military was suspect, if not 
ከከ ከ by many Americans. Certainly in the case of the military, 
one today suspects that much of what went on was calculated work 
Em Uubic relations, an effort to win the support of a reluctant 
and suspicious public. 

Beginning late in 1940 N. M. Ylvisaker and C. E. Krumb- 
۲ at the direction of the National Lutheran Council, made a 
Eu trip of forty-two military camps and of the forty-eight 
munities adjacent to thon. 

1 nade their report to the annual meeting of the NLC 
EN On the basis of that report the NLC voted to begin at 
once a comprehensive program. Ylvisaker was named as director.! 
BESONNECA, under the direction of Aasgaard, appropriated $100,000 
۳ ۱:۱۵ 1 ۵۳ use by the council. Interestingly enough, these 
Ius were the balance carried over from the NLCSSW's appeal in 
World War I.2 

Bader. at Winnipeg on April 2, 1940, the Canadaian 
Lutheran Commission, under the direction of the Ralph Long of 
the NLC, had been organized. This Commission undertook the work 


y 


_ : ` as | AN 
Of supervising the war-time service of the dominion churches. 


lNe1son, p. 476. “1510. 


SE. Clifford Nelson, Lutheranism in North America, 1914- 


1970, with a Foreword by Kent Knutson (Minneapolis: Augsburg 


۳۳۲۱۰۱۱1 ۵ Mouse, 1972), p. 127. 








E I On Ot the chaplain in the Canadian armed forces 
Was somewhat different from that in the United States. As the 


auct Canadian NLCA chaplain, I. J. Saugen was later to report: 


although the chaplains' corps is a branch of the 
Canadian Waemy, IL 1S governed by the churches rather than 
۳ ۶ ۲۱۳۱۲ leaders. . . . 

Unlike” the American chaplains, Canadian chaplains do 
not move with their units. Military units may come and 
iia given military district, but theschaplains 
remain within [heir 04150210 011655 they are posted for 
39٣ 6 ۰ 


۳۰٠۰٠٦٠٦۳۲٦٦۹٣٢٣ of his survey of camps and camp 5 ۳ 
the NLC, Ylvisaker had spoken of the support that would be given 
۱ ۱ 11۳5 by the government of the United States: 

(Mmeplains have been recognized as never before in our 

national life. Their work is being encouraged as never 

e Ore. they will have complete charge of the religious 

bevenine camps, ports, forts and stations. They are to 

be given every facility to carry on. 

٣۰۰۰٠۰۰٠٠٠٠٠ ٦ ب7٦‎ further explanation of the chapel construction 
EN ۱۱۱ 5101933511 had referred, Ylvisaker reported that "There is 
Exoresent bill before Congress, unanimously endorsed by the War 
Department and the Chief of Staff's office, for an appropriation 
of $12,200,000.00 to have completely equipped chapels built at 


Once in every military center.''? 


Poa Construction program, as 
misli later recalled, was carried out. 
Ylvisaker, in his report, went on to say that "Chaplains 


EU be given all possible assistance, and they are expected to 


be men of God, fully conscious of a high calling and a noble duty, 


ye de Seen, They Serve On Two Fronts," Lutheran 
Herald 26 (15 December 1942):1341. 


N. M. Ylvisaker, "Report of survey of camp and camp 


۱۳۳۲ 1 05 for the National Lutheran Council," Luther Theological 


Seminary Library, Saint Paul, Minnesota, p. 15. 
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men ok God to bring men ol our country back to God, and eager 

E ۰ ۲ Him and thcir country in selfless sacrifice and devotion."l 
۱۳۱ 0 his position as Director of the SC and President of 

ele Chaplains' Association of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
even though by then he had attained the rank of Major in the Re- 


Meee Chaplain Corps of the Army, Ylvisaker was not called to active 


ty. 
oí SI later reported what further efforts the mili- 


tary made to support the work of the churches through their chap- 


MAS in World War II: 


Dot ር) Department did not call it a day after 
Ene thousands ot chapels dedicated to the glory of 
A ۳ 1۱6 Spiritual enrichment of its fighting forces, 
aime them. with qualified servants of God. It de- 
Pais Co leave no stone unturned to attain the high 
uu cot morale it felt was needed to win the war. The 
ل اانا‎ 1104 nal step taken to- increase the spiritual 
strength of the soldier was to make available to every 
Serviceman and woman a pocket size volume of God's 11015 
kord: Congress was petitioned and granted funds lor the 
ea id distribution of the New Testament to the 
Peetesctants,) the Douay version to the Roman Catholics “and 

| 2 ከሠ. Old Testament books For those of the Jewish faith. 
በ 0 ህር ۱۱۱۱۵۲۱۲ printing pressês went into high gear and 
printed millions of copies ot God's Word, and shipped 
miento distribution points all over the world wherever 
۳۱ ۱۱۱۱ 1۲ ۲ personnel were stationed. 


ከ ከከ ከ ዔ ስህ ስተ on to urge in his report that: 


A vital contact should be maintained between the 
G rr ner chaplains, by répular correspondence and 
personal conferences. Synodical backing should be given 
we to members who Are im the chapluincy service, 
comu UNMIeSo servants ofthe Church may be assured of 


1119. 


¿Storaasli, "Spiritual Contribution," p. 41. 








ከ s n ۱1۱۵ 10 co-operation of the Church in their 
spiritual ministrations to the men in the service of 
8 ٣٢ 


And in repetition of what had been done by the NLCSSW in 


Eod War I, Ylvisaker suggested that: 


Nl ious literature appropriate to the mecds sf the 
230٠-۰۰٠٠٠٦٠٠ should be supplied to the chapleins for 
e ۱ ۰۱۲ 1۳۱۲ 101۰ This literature should include quanti- 
ties Of the Service Prayer Book, the Army and Navy Ser- 
۱۳۲ ۱, Bible Portions amd Testaments, and tracts. 
٣٠٠٠٠٦٦٠٠٠٦٠٠ should also be supplied for the use of the men. 
۱ modest sum of money for emergency needs should be une 
pec monthly or quarterly to the Lutheran chaplains. 


hides iivisaker suggested was later done by the SC. 
۳۱۱۱۵ ۱۱۱31 in his report Ylvisaker recommended "That all 


audEconvrecatrions be urged to establish and maintain reg- 


Most of 


pastors 


 ኤ- communication with all men of the Church who are known to 


መቅ 


At least some congregations of the NLCA did follow up on 


fave been enlisted in our National Emergency Service Program."?” 


mi ۱3 ا‎ recommendation. O. G. Malmin, editor of the Lutheran 


ከከ [ሰር 1940, recalléd what had been the case during the war 


መጠጠ "congregation he attended: 


ህከ ቲያ s በስስ 108810 which we belong there certainly 
ጄ ዳብዳከከከ ዞ ያህ UCN possibility that any of the men would {eel 
neglected or forgotten. The most active committec in 
the congregation was the '"Scervicemen's Committee of the 
Brotherhood.' The personal letters which went from the 
pastor and from fellow members to the men were beyond 
numbering. Not a Sunday went by without public prayer 
for the nation and men: always we sang an appropriate 
hymn. At intervals, the men were mentioned by name in 
a special period of prayer at the morning worship, and 
a candle wus lighted for each of them. 


lvivisaker, ISSO 0> 7 Ibid. 31bid., DEPO. 


' 


oe: Man. Plain Words From a Chaplain," Lutheran 


۲۰۰۰۱٦۱ 37 (20 January 1953):58-59. 








ሆሆ ።ይዐክ ስክ 01 the SC, Ylvisaker began publishing a 
Eu "News Letter” which, as he explained in its first edition, 
would ". . . be made a regular means of communication between the 
Bervice Men's Commission of the National Lutheran Council and our 
butheran Chaplains."l ۲ upressecudwmehe hope thatthe. cha ins 
would cooperate by writing regularly to the Commission. 

Many of the NLCA chaplains did so and some of their 
Emespondence shall be quoted in the succeeding pages. 

Chaplains found themselves very busy. Chaplain Boe 
Ku ۱۸۲ at the Easter service he conducted in 1941 over 15,000 
people had been in attendance. 4 

And in the days just prior to and following the Japanese 
۰۰۰٦۰ Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941, many men joined the 
Eiaplaincy. in the summer of 1941, Ylvisaker reported that the 
NEGA had nineteen chaplains on active duty, with others about to 
report.? 

٦۳۳۰۰۰۰۰٠٠۰٦٦٠٦٠ 6٣٠ ها‎ ۳19 quickly. Fifty-one men were in 
ከማ ۱۱۱۱۱۸ 1110۷ in 1942, seventy-four in 1943, ninety-two in 1944, 
mM all-time high of 103 saw active service in 1945. But re- 
cruitment became more difficult as the war wore on and the diffi- 
۱ ۰ facing the Allics became more apparent. 

Mowever. nuary 1942, a yesr after his*first report 


Ne NES, Ylvisaker could say that in the intervening months 


lNews Letter 1 (2 April 1941). 
“News Letter 1 (2 June 1941). 


News Letter 1 ۱۰ 0 770 





the number of active Lutheran chaplains had nearly tripled to a 
total of 125 affiliated with the NLC. 

ME n tir ly created problems with pastoral supply for 
۱۳۲ (1 151165۰ Frequently retired men were called to "fill in" 
che “duration.” Sometimes parish officials made attempts to 
have men planning to become pastors exempted from the service. 
۱۳۳۱1 دوه‎ such men were already at Luther Theological Seminary, 


such appeals were in vain. 
EBrpersenees of-emaplains 


Chaplains on active duty were quick to defend the validity 


ENtheir duties. 
mx abun does not become a nondescript purveyor of 
one remains the *epresentative of his church. 
Mile he 1S interested in the welfare of the men, 
el morally, and also physically, he is no 
۱۱۳ غلا‎ recreational offireer, as he had to be during the 
Mar. This task has been assigned to another commis- 
Sqomed officer. 
የመ !፣፡ :!፡ ሽጅርለ pastor to become a Navy chaplain, ll. F. 
Laon quickly became famous as the director of the Bluc-Jacket 
۳ of the Great Lakes Naval Training Station. The Choir was 
Bemposed Of men in their initial training as sailors, and was 
Really a combination of thirteen choruses of nearly 1,000 voices.? 


Malmin said that "Chaplain Hanson has Navy in his blood. lle 


Served in it during World War I; he has been a chaplain in the 


lWentz, p. 100. 


2A uoa Describes Army Laie," Lutheran Herald 25 
ENLebruary 1941):112-113. 


es, Department of Defense, Bureau of Naval Personnel, 


Story Of tthe Chaplain Corps, United States Navy, by Clifford 


۱۳ (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1949,2:250. 








MOTIVE Since 1955; he was called for full time duty last Novem- 


ber." 


ss I plain entering active duty in 1940, O. K. 
Davidson, had served in the Army in 1918 as a private, and had 
been a member of the Reserve since 1933. As was the case with 
@enumber of NLCA parishes, his congregation granted him a leave 
E bsence for the time of mobilization, as had been the case 
Moen Chaplain Stearns in World War 1. 

Davidson said of his work in the Army prior to the be- 
ginning of hostilities: 


have distributed quite a number of New Testaments and 
Pemerons Of Scripture from the American Bible Society in 
my regiment. The men want the Scriptures. Now I am 
Was ۶ the Gideon edition to men who make request. 
Yesterday was a pleasant day. After an inspiring ser- 
ی۰٠۰۰‎ ت1٦‎ the rest of the day mostly in my tent. 

Men came singly and in groups to ask for New Testaments. 
I did not announce any distribution at the service. But 
zu ۱ ۱ afternoon a sergeant came to my tent to get 
stationery for the men. 1 showed him a New Testament and 
heewameed one, autographed. He told another, and so the 
procession followed. Among those who came were two Jews. 
ከበ.” 11.11 gave me an opportunity to have a little talk 
with all these men. 


۲ 151530 who had also been a chaplain in the First 
EN. wrote in appreciation for the: prayer book supplied by 
ime SC: 

I wrote you once and complimented you on that wonderful 

paco Since lve Deen an the hospital I've use 

Eee yy for my own personal devotion. --I appre- 


raten more than ever. Even our Baptist and M.E. 
G nhai ۱ و۱۱۱1‎ Claim it's one of the best things we 


lo. G. KHan, "You'll Like It!" Lutheran llerald 25 
MS 01 1941):274. 


2Lutheran Herald 24 (24 September 1940):1000. 


News Letter 1 (2 July 1941). 





۱ 07Eone cot our priests here was distributing that 
፡|፡ ህሽ to his men--I saw it! 


Mestad was probably referring to the Service Prayer Book, com- 
feed and cdited by Ylvisaker, which included hymns, an order of 
۱۱۲ ۰۱1۴ and Bible readings, and which was dedicated to the Army, 
Navy, Marine and Air Corps of the United States. ? 

ont thé same time H. R. Gregerson wrote his thanks for 
E ۲۱ ۲ being done by the SC: "I want to say this that the 
Meenal Lutheran Council is doing more for its chaplains than 
Mother organization. None of the other chaplains are receiv- 
۱۳ ۱ much material and encourage for their ministry from their 
church organizations."> IMs ortunatels,, because of a disability; 
Gregerson soon had to leave the service. 

And Fjelstad died on August 25, 1941, at the Army and Navy 
E ial, Hot Springs, Arkansas. Shortly after reporting for ac- 
ዝከ ۱0 he had contracted double pneumonia and this caused his 
EH when it recurred some months later.” 

L ۱ ۱۱ ۱۱۱ ۲ was conscious of thc efforts made by 
meemwcnurches and their chaplains in ministering to their people 
mete service. In a rather unusual move, the senior admiral of 
the Navy, Chicf of Naval Operations ll. R. Stark wrote to Ylvisaker: 

18 connectrien I desine to express my personal 

EIL sud that of the naval service, Jor what the 


Lutheran Church has done and is doing toward assisting 
ich”) rocurement ol religious Beadors to minister to 


p 
^Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing Housc, 1940. 


3News Letter 1 (2 July 1941). 
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the personnel of the Navy and Marine Corps.? 

By the time the Admiral wrote, shots had already been 
cd by the Nazis in anger at American Naval vesscls, and a quiet, 
unknown at the time, but deadly war was being waged in the Atlantic. 

oli ۵1 tWat the most effective work done by chap- 
1۱3۱۳5 ۷۵5 that which took place in their personal contacts with 
ከከር men. “ 

Sharing a like impression, and perhaps mindful of the 
ጠጠ ወ Fjelstad, an older man, Carl Carlson, expressed his con- 
በ in a letter to the Lutheran Ilerald, "How many of our Luth- 
Sram Chaplains are going out with the boys when they take to the 
memento fight for country and for freedom? . . . . It should be 
ጠይ Utal concern to our church to see to it that young pastors of 
E Church apply for commissions as Chaplains in the armed forces 
which this year will increase tremendously." 

Ritemtremencous influx of mem into the services created a 
Meet Opportunity of service for chaplains. But sometimes the 
Chaplains found themselves having difficulty in determining the 
Men nouS preferences of the men they were to encounter. But in 
Mime, 1942, Ylvisaker was able to tell Long: 

۲ ያዮ) ده‎ ۱۱0 ۱ 01 ۵ religious preferences 

On no are inducted into military service, about 


which we have been complaining for so long and concern- 
ing changes in present regulations about which we have 


lNews Letter 1 (2 October ۳۶ 
2 Lutheran Herald 26 (10°Märch 1942) :258. 


Carlson to Malmin, Lutheran al 26 (27 January 1942): 
B. 


approached the War Department so unsuccessfully to date, 

has now finally come to a head in the new Regulations 

unus መዐ ሀ7ሃ the War Department. Copy of these regu- 

lations which I am enclosing show that our difficulties 

are very much at an end and that Lutherans will be allowed 
to register in the same way as Catholics and Jews were 

heretofore and that ‘Commanding‏ 16815113 0]) لا درن 

Officers are permitted to furnish information as to re- 

۷۰۰۰٠٠٠ ያ" ercncce Of members of their Command to local 

churches and accredited denominational representatives on 

their request." This is a tremendous conscession and will 
ie [ly و‎ 6 the work of our Service Pastors and our 

Chaplains. 

Yivisaker and Long exchanged voluminous correspondence 
۳۰۰۰-۱٦٦٦٦٦ the war, almost all of it relating to the work of chap- 
ies and Service Pastors. 

Early in the forties, possibly earlier, the NLC developed 
E form which it sent to those whose names had been listed 
men secking ecclesiastical endorsement on their application for 
EU Shaplaincy. Among other things, the form stated that "Men of 
om? character, with ability to lead, with sympathetic under- 
Ene, who have a vital Gospel message for men are needed." 

۱۳ ۱ the questions asked were: "Are his religious convictions 
deep-rooted or merely conventional?" and "Does he have a living 
Ms tian message?" The candidate's personal qualities were to 
checked on a scale of "Poor, Medium, Good' for such things as 
Esse of Humor, initiative, Cooperativeness, Liking for People," 
mA "Executive Marty ."2 

Chaplaın Ansgar Sovik displayed some of those qualities 


when he reported how he had baptized a man while in the South 


Pacific battle zone: 


lyivisaker to pon», 229DumemdOd»P SC - Archives o@ CL. 


On file at the Division of Service to Military Personnel, 
اا ذا‎ n Council in the U.S.A., Washington, D.C. 
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Yesterday I baptized one of the men here. He gathered 
some of his friends together, a group who have been 
11۳ ۶ ۲۱ together for prayer in the evenings. l emptied 
a canteen of water into my helmet and used that as a 
۳۰۰۰۰٠٠٠٦ ከህ no Altar Book anymore; so I just read 

፣. ከወ Zo, 19-20 and John 3:1-17. Then the man knelt 
on the ground and I baptized him, using as much of the 
ritual services as I remembered. It was crude, eccles- 
dastically, but it's good to know that it isn't the ex- 
ternals that make the sacrament effective. We had water, 
۶٣1۱1 prayer . . .'4 


DS al extreme example of the need for “Liking for 
meee and ‘Executive Ability" was given by Chaplain C. E. 
Een when he reported: 

I have had 12,490 contacts during the past month with 

011108615, non-commissioned officers, enlisted men, rela- 

miranda Air Corps cadets; visited 580 in the hospital 

and 594 outside the hospital; distributed 862 New Testa- 

ከ ያ ህከ 1,645 religious tracts; held 125 private de- 

memos and 129 office consultations; assisted in four 

۰٦٦٦۶۰ cases and cleared nineteen welfare cases; 

conducted three weddings, and held two civilian services 

in neighboring towns. 

ETE mar continued, experiences of chaplains demon- 
strated that they were going where the action was. Sovik was 
Nd the transport ship George F. Elliot when it was hit by an 
enemy plane 8 August 1942. The ship caught fire, burned all day 
Sen nally sank, taking with it most of Sovik's gear.” Chaplain 
۳ Tollefson received a Letter of Commendation for ". . . con- 
ducting religious services under fire, ministering to the wounded 


ከገ and taking a leading part in the burial of the dead.? 


lsovik to Malmin, 16 September 1942, Lutheran llerald 26 
December 1942):1280. 


2C. p. Skoien, "They Serve on Two Fronts," Lutheran Herald 
mo (i December 1942):1282. 
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Chaplain N. G. Anderson, as the result of his wounds, spent over 
۳۰۰۰۰۰۱٦۱٦۷٦٦٦ in the hospital. He had just given first aid to two 
Meiewhen a Sheil exploded nearby. One man was killed; he and 
two others were wounded. In 1945 Chaplain Harry Montgomery was 
feed while on the front lines in Italy. 

some of the chaplains wrote about their experiences. 
Chaplain Carl Opsahl told of how he had ministered aboard a 
woop Ship: 

eres mo transport Chaplain aboard and the Ship 

Commander gave me free hand to arrange and hold ser- 

vices the best way I could. Because of the crowded 

conditions the task looked impossible. It was solved 
by going into every compartment where the men were. 

hour services were held om Sundays and two every week 

day in,an endeavor to bring the Gospel to the multi- 

SEE‏ كت 

When Chaplain E. R. Jacobson returned from the South 
Ne War Zone, he reported that "Lutheran boys are very good 
BE ctendrng services, not only Lutheran services; but chaplains 
۲ ۱ denominations have come to me and said, 'Your Lutheran 
boys are the backbone of my services. 

Sometimes worship services could be conducted in a base 
chapel. But often times services had to be conducted when a few 
ae moments could be found on the battle-field. Chaplain G. L. 
Belgum wrote from somewhere in France: 

In a few minutes I am leaving for some of our gun po- 


Sitions, where I can catch a few men at a time for prayer 
EUN xwerds of spirrtual first aid. These days age 


libid., 2100. “News Letter 4 (3 February 1944). 


News Letter 4 (2 December 1944):6. 





ando ur men are afraid. Yes, afraid. But I can 
give them the message of Christ again, and now they will 
hear, if they have not before. Today and tomorrow (Sun- 
day) they will hear, and God will take from them the gnaw- 
9۰۰۰۰۰۰٠۱٦ agonizing fear that comes with 88s and 

Pi hedgerows of death - oh, do not forget us in 
TO ۱ ۵ و‎ 1 


And Chaplain N. R. Halvorson, also in Franco, said: 
Since our coming we have had some varied experiences. 
I waded ashore to the beaches and up the hills into 
ከ) experienced what 1t was to slecp in trenches 
amid the din of guns, awakened periodically by weird 
noises and strange sights in the skies. Under sun and 
cloud and in dust and mud, chapel and field I have held 
Services for the men in these short weeks in France. 
Where space, time and conditions allowed, chaplains would 
ከ ከ ከ Communion with the regular service. Chaplain A. M. Kraabel 
explained how he managed things aboard a troop ship: 
Following the ship's service, there was a General Pro- 
testant Communion Service, and a Lutheran Communion Ser- 
s ۱ Ship's Library. Lt. Col. E. Elliot Ursin, 
son of a Lutheran pastor, played the piano. Many of our 
Lutheran men and women, enlisted men, WACS, Navy and Army 
ከከ ሮስ و‎ knelt on the {loor for the confession and abso- 
"۰٠۱۱۱" ۲167( kmelt again as they received the Precious 


Poo mondeblood of our Lord Jesus Christ in His Holy Sacra- 
ment. 


Mapas 255515 2112 Cpl. Erwin B..Overby reported how.his 
plain, 0. A. Rust, handled the request of a man for Protestant 
۱۳۱۱۱ ۱۲۰ Chaplain Rust said in effect that 'God is not limited 
vor the acts of men and can, if a man has no other means and if his 
nr s for the true meaning of our Sacrament, receive also there 


=c Divine assurance of forgiveness through the Sacrament - the 


INews Letter 4 (2 September 1944). 
“Ibid. 


SA. M. [el "Beautiful Isle of Somewhere," News Letter 
4 (2 November 1944):8. 
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body and blood ot 9 d 

lu دا‎ Service Commission of thc National Lutheran 
Council held a joint mceting with the Army-Navy Commission of the 
Missouri Synod to discuss the problem of inter-communion. Miss- 
meme statcd that “In exceptional cases syndical fellowship is 
we necessary pre-condition for admission to the Lord's Supper. 
We must guard against lcgalism on the onc hand and laxity on the 
other.'"? 

ቃታ. positive proof cannot bo given, it seems +7٦ 
اللا‎ 051 NLCA chaplains considered the battle-ficld an "cxcep- 
meal case.” But at least judging by Storaasli's reaction later, 
there must have becn considerable laxity on how and to whom com- 
munion was administered. 

In the terrible shared experiences of the war, NLCA chap- 
እከክ ርበ to voice a concern [or greater unity in the Christian 
TOI Churches. Chaplain Skoien recalled how war-time necds 
had brought about a co-operative ministry by men of many different 
۳۲ ln the winter of 1943-44 he had been on the front lines. 
Mere he had baptized a man as a Baptist. For a font he had used 
a helmet shell belonging to a Roman Catholic. And a Jewish man 


had supplied the water out of his own cantcen's meager supply.? 


lE. B. Overby, "Lutheran Communion in India," 


EN 7 July 1945):11. 


^"Minutes, Service Commission of the National Lutheran 
Council in joint mceting with the Army-Navy Commission of the 
ES "19520919 247 January, 1945, SC - Archives of CL. 


Se puc cNen, "Another Chaplain Looks Ahéad,' 
mead 29 (235 October 1945):794-795. 
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Another chaplain wrote: "We chaplains are finding a real harmony 
0 ۰. and so It should be at home; it will be af we half try. 
۳۱۱۶۱1 ۶۷ this unity will come through the chaplains as they 
come home." Chaplain Grevstad, shortly after the war had ended, 
urged: 
Now that the vast and complicated problems of the 

Post var period confront the world, it is my prayer and 

Eunnest hope that the National Lutheran Council will em- 

۱ ስህ ۳5 1111 21 10121 efficiency, vision, and unselfish 

ከ 1 9 to their solution. "The crisis of war has brought 

۱3 ۱۱ 10۱5 groups of Lutheranism together, driven by a 

mon ۳/0۰ They can be kept toge ther if they are given 

eo portunity to work together. 

ከ ኤሔጀጅ ከው ገ: war the editor of the church paper, at the 
۳۲۲ Time that he printed a plea for more chaplain volunteers, 
suggested that "Plans should be in the making now for a program 
of post-war expansion which will make it possible for every chap- 
Eno re-enter the civilian ministry as soon us his war-time 
service is ended." So far as is known, nothing was done about 
his proposal. 

ሸሸ. ከፕ ፕፕ ፕሇያእከ ምዎ 010 Invite its chaplains to attend the 
أ ا لا‎ 5 convention and made its invitation real by paying their 
expenses. In 1944 one hundred chaplains were invited.4 

For the first time in 1945, men graduating from the sem- 


inary were immediately commissioned as chaplains. But the Navy 


alone followed this policy during the war. The Navy had what 


Inn ehaplaın Looks Ahead," Lutheran llerald 29 (31 July 
1594 5):543. 

lapa in Vosuces Plea for Lutlhweran Unity," News better 
* November 1945):12. 


"More antaras Neddéd," Lutheran lHérald 27 (10 August 
1943):648. 


ALutheran Herald 28 (6 June 1944):475. 
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was called the V-12 program, under which financial support was 
ven to theological students who were later to become Navy chap- 
lains.1 

For the NLCA one of the most dramatic episodes involving 
Meemenaplains occured in carly 1945. A daughter and son-in-law 
Des gaard, Pastor Carroll Hinderlie and his wifc, Mary, had 
Eplmterred by the Japanese occupation forces in Manila in the 
٣۰۰۰٠٦۰٦۰۱6 ın 1941. The Hinderlies had been on their way to 
China as missionaries when the war had broken out.  Chaplain 
Kraabel was with the forces that liberated them and the other 
Em sonarics imprisoned there. In two letters dated February 27 
ከን ን ر/‎ 1945, he told of their tearful mecting and was able 
senda the welcome news that all were alive and, considering 
Mt they had gone through, quite well. 

Meche war had ended, Madmin wrote, at the request of 
Maker: A Letter to Chaplains," in which he gave a three-fold 
Euswer cto a question raised by a chaplain. fhe chaplain had 
ጋ ከ ስ What does the Church think of us?" Malmin replied: 

ONT alls believe the Church thinks of you 5 
thewr representatives in doing a ministry which belongs 
to us al, and which you are doing in a manner of which 
you may bes humbly proud. . . . 

Second, I believe that when the Church thinks about 
nousassdeDrays "for you it docs so realizing that the 
Dc UU. you. Some of yOu will be remaining ain the 
service; and the Church needs you there. Most of you 
will be returning to civilian pastorates; and the Church 


needs you there. Fields in every synod and body the 
mom overcare "white unto harvest." And it as still 


11111 و‎ p 9o. 
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] 
E 


ሚጫ. 


AAA ራሙ س ا‎ 


— 


u TT Thc laborers arc few". "P" 

Iu deve that the Church realizes that your return 
to the civilian ministry will be one of the most salutary 
را‎ 3n the history of the Church. Your view- 
pun our experience, your vision will be priceless 
(1f perhaps a bit disturbing) in the life of the Church.? 


Omer concer Many of the returning chaplains brought with 
them was the need for and appreciation of the work of Foreign 
۲ ons. Perhaps typical was the comment of Chaplain Dale J. 
Simons: 


۱5 1 mot everyone who has the privilege of viewing 
۰۰۹۲ ٣۰٦۱٦٦110 the results of the contribution he gives 
us church for the cause of Foreign Missions, although 
ii oPIence has come in increasing frequency to those 
ከ ከ (ነ. ከ መከርን have served in the Pacific during the war. 
More and more we comer to realize, I hope, that we 
ive in a world community, and no place in it is outside 
اا‎ ۱ ۱۱۵۵ 000۰ "Foreign" is a word that must be ban- 
ished from our thinking. Not only is the need oí our 
Brother around the world for the knowledge of Christ just 
vical 35 that of our brother next door; but it has bce- 
come just as imperative to our own happiness and satis- 
Base om that our brother around the worlk know the love 
ST CoO and the Gospel of peace as that we have these 
Meios ourselves, and our brother next door. Mission- 
Eu ጀ፡ 052321221101111, but there are no foreigners. We all 
beato the world, and theslives of all men reflect and 
Dear upon the happiness of every home. 


Merhaps it was also the concern of men returning from the 
EBIuwEWIncy that helped account for the tremendous increase in the 
ENS missions program, both home apnd foreign, in the years 
following the war. Despite the end of mission work in China in 
1949, the church began new work in llong Kong that same year. 


Work had already begun in South America, and new fields were also 


f ከ ብ. ጤን (2 ዐርቲ0ከ6፻፲ 1945):2. 


2"Who Is My Neighbor?" News Letter 4 (2 December 1944):6. 
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established in Formosa and even in Japan itself.+ And at home 
wor ous policy directed by the church resulted in the estab- 
lishment of many new congregations in the post-war years, at 
Beast forty being started in 1954 alone. 

Two men who served as chaplains in the war were later to 
have much to do with the church's growing involvement in the con- 
ol the military chaplaincy. One man, Orlando Ingvoldstad, 
MATA his work after the period covered by this report. But 
the other man, Engebret Midboe, was to be deeply involved, to- 
ETI with Storaasli, with such concerns. 

Many returning chaplains were to become highly involved 
woher phases of the church's work. The prognostication of 
Ern proved true. 

Ene the years of the Second World War the church had 
MII time high number of pastors on active duty as chaplains. 
And there had been several firsts, by the time the war ended in 
۲ the church, through its service people, had been exposed 
to the work of foreign missions in an unprecedented way. And for 
the first time, men had gone directly from the seminary into the 
Chaplaincy, albeit only the Navy at this time. 

ከር) ways, apart from the length and extent of‏ كنا 
the conflict, World War II was a repetition of World War 1, in‏ 
Bor as the church's involvement with the military was con-‏ 


cerned. In both instances able men of the NLCA worked vigorously 


lp. Clifford Nelson, The Lutheran Church Among Norweigian- 


Americans, 2 vols. (Minneapolis: Sugsburg Publishing House, 1960), 


E57. 


^]bid., 265. 
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momprotect and advance the cause of its chaplains. In both eras 
የክስ ከጠዘዮርክ through its chaplains at first responded with eager 
enthusiasm to the needs of the moment, but before peace camo 
urgent appeals had had to be made for more men. And in both 
cases, after the cessation of hostilities, most men immediately 
Ment back to civilian life. Also in both instances, the interest 
of the church sharply waned once the "boys" were safely home. 
۳۳۲۲ the death of Larsen in 1923, the NLCSSW ceased to exist. 

For a timo after Ylvisaker resigned in 1947 the SC had no head, 
۱۱۱/۲ it was renamed the Bureau of Service to Military Per- 


sonnel in 1948. 








CHAPTER FOUR 
NOMREGHETNS, NO PLACE (1946-1949) 


۰۱٣٦6553010100 of hostilities in 1945 the mation 
Mie church thought they could go back to "business as usual." 
Mber of Chaplains on active duty reflected this feeling. 
mimeo, €lghty-three men were in the military. Most of then, 
meee people they served, were to be released from active 
Em that year. The next year, 1947, only eight chaplains were 
Ex اكلا ا‎ on duty. In 1948 Storaasli retired. And in 1949 only 
۱۳۳ ۳۱۱۱۱۱01115 would be in the service. During this cra, only 
00 ۲ ۰. El. Collin, came on active duty flor the first time. 
ES Sa period of sharp retrenchment. 

affairs were different than after World‏ 0600011101121 ا 
EIN ۱۱۱6 increasing tensions of the "cold war" and the‏ 
EUUusSt vactory in what had been the church's largest mission‏ 
MA China, meant that things could never be the same. Also‏ 
it Was an increasingly strident drive for independence by the‏ 
Boalomies of the European powers. The Philippines became inde-‏ 
Pendent of the United States in 1946; India was freed of British‏ 
Red China became a reality in 1949. But by 1949‏ .1190109417 
oil the Eastern European countries in which Russian troops were‏ 
E ۱0۱۱۵ were no longer free and independent states.‏ 

Unlike what had happened after World War 1, when the 


nr j S concern for chaplains had virtually ceased, and the 





NLCSSW had been disbanded and its few remaining functions ab- 
Eusnbed by the NLC, after World War II the church kept in opera- 
መ ን ከ) Organization cxclusively concerned with military affairs. 
۱۳ surc, Ylvisaker conducted what was in effect a "clean up" 
ion of the SCL until he retired in 1947. But on March 1, 
Ehe Bureau of Service to Military Personnel, a unit of the 
NLC, came into being. The BSMP was to play a key role as the 
church moved from responding to an emergency situation such as 
World Wars I and II to a continuing involvement in the armed 
VICES Of the United States. 
Immediately after the Second World War, however, the prob- 
lem the church faced was the placement of chaplains sceking 
انث‎ ۱۱ Parishes. Despite the earlier suggestion of Malmin, 
HIEcdrtor Of the church's paper, apparently nothing had been done 
۱۳ rO for this situation. As a result, many chaplains dis- 
eiareca from the service spent many months waiting for a call. 
l የር” knows personally of a man who had to wait nearly a 
up nan effort to help, Aasgaard in a rather extraordinary 
move in 1946 published the names of all men who had been or were 
Still chaplains and urged the church to find room for those who 
Mere seeking parishes upon their return to civilian life. 
| ወሮ ስስ ከሪ transition, the Norwegian Lutheran Church 


۲۲۱ 5112 at 1ts convention in 1946 changed itsname to the 


INews Bulletin 1 (December 1948). 


“Lutheran Herald 30 (21 May 1946):520-521 








angelical Lutheran Church (ELC). 

There was scant news from thc few chaplains who were on 
A during this era. But later L. S. Gjerde recalled a tem- 
E chapel he had scrved in during 1947: "For want of a chapel, 
۳۰۰۰۹ ۰ were held in a former brewery building which the Navy 
۱۳ 111100۰ The Catholic chaplain who previously served on the 
station had rigged up a movable altar and backdrop which trans- 
formed the place into a very worshipful atmosphere". 1 

Obviously, the lush days of World War II when it seemed 
as if chapels were springing up everywhere were over. From now 
on, in most cascs, chaplains would have to scramble for whatcver 
Space could be found. 

Another devclopment during these years was the establish- 
[Meme ot the Air Force as a scparate service branch. And at first, 
meeampe provisions were made for chaplain coverage, but after 
| እስ ር ር10ብ5 by the Air Force, things were changed: 

۸ ከር outset, provisions were made for Army chaplains 

ግየ with the Air Force on a 4-year rotation policy. 

ovewer, = rom the standpoint ofthe Air force, this 

A xd not provide a satisfactory chaplaincy pro- 


Manda by mutual agrcement, a separate Aır Force 
chaplaincy was established in May 1949.4 


Formation and Work of the Burcau of Service 
to Military Personncl 


۲۰۰٠٠٠٠٠٢ NECE ELC the most zwmertant cvent Ln these years 


Mp lace rin 1948. “in that year Storaasli retired from tlre army 


lprury, p. 142. 


“Report meme PresLdcnt, p. 9. 
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with the rank of colonel. Among other things he had been the 
second chicf of chaplains of the Army and at retirement was the 
Commandant of the Chaplain School at Fort Benning. But immed- 
mately after retiring from the Army he became exccutive secre- 
Mary ot the Bureau of Service. to Military Personnel of the 
ional Lutheran Council (BSMP) . There he would exert much 
E ence Oh both the ELC and the military on behalf of the chap- 
Ency- More than anyone else, he was the one responsible for 
the church becoming involved on a continuing basis with the chap- 
Harney and the military. 

The NLC defined the duties and functions of the BSMP in 


meserelations with chaplains as follows: 


ጠጠ ۰۱۱۵ ۷19۵ a developing program of spiritual min- 
aon) stor omen and women of the church in the armed forces. 
o carry on studies of the*military program of our 


country and maintain contact with all agencies developing 
Enmdesupervrsing this program, especially the offices of 
Gime ۱۵ 5 of Chaplains of the Army, Navy and Air Forces. 
۱ ها‎ 25 0016 responsibility for the allocation of com- 
pléte quota covcrage of federally appointed National 

«የደ ICT Council chaplains for service in the Army, Navy 
ane Air Force. 

ከ ከየጠከቢ፡፡ +ہ‎ as clearing agency for the endorsement of 
۳ ۱ ۱۱ from the National Lutheran Council churches 
for service in the Army, Navy and Air Force and National 
Guard. 

serve attention to programs Wor the specialized 
ironing of chaplains. 

EE EUSNIESIn regular contacts by reports "and corres- 
pondence with all chaplains from National Lutheran 
Mos ehurches in the armed forces, including spec. Pic 
reports Of ministerial acts for transmission to the re- 
epecurve Chiirch bodies. 

ሰጠ ስ [© كن‎ a clearing house for problems reportéd 
ec such chaplaims,w#either of a personal 
nature or in relationship with other chaplains in the 


office otr Public Relations. 


368. 
TOR 


m 


- 


5: 55 






۷/1 37 


nyg 


t 41 


(ዘሙ 


24 ሐሽ 


3፡43 


= wa 181س‎ 


ከ ት ተ ዐ ዣ ۰ other church organizations and military 

authorities. 

prepare and distribute suitable literature and 

supplies. 

Clearly the BSMP was meant to function for a long time; 
it was not to be a short-range response only to a one-time cmer- 
gency situation, as the NLCSSW and the SC had been. Onc suspects 
that Ylvisaker had a lot to do with the determining of the ob- 
jectives for the BSMP. 

ህን ያ ህን ICS 12 او‎ mectings, the BSMP gavæ the following 
መክት i Ves for the 1010 work of its executive secretary, 
55901235113 : 

٣۰۰۰٠٠64311 visit existing Service Centers, eval - 
uating thcir programs, submitting his findings and re- 
ከከከ በወ 1ገ1ዕክቨ5 through the secretary of the Bureau. 

Pee vicit military installations and contact mill- 
Mary authorities for the purpose of making a compre- 
lonsSive study of present and future nceds. 

as ist the Secretary of the Bureau in planning 
MiCmaomeucting a series of regional conferences for 
۳۱۱۵ Chaplains and service pastors. 

4. Make a study of arcas of strength and wcakness 


እ ከከ ያህ) ።1ፐሃኘ to Service personnelj.on the basis of our 
NM lc alld place time experience. 


t"! 


At the same time, it was reported that the Bureau 
now gathers all information regarding applicants for endorsemont 
۱۳ ۰۱۱۱۳ ۱5 but that the final endorsement is made by the Exec- 


utive Dircctor of the Council, on the basis of the information 


lNews Bulletin 1 (December 1948). 


Servicé to Military Personntd,‏ ہن0798 ۲۱٢‏ فا 
ENUonat Lutherum Council," May 20, 1948, p. 7, Archives ot CL.‏ 
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gathered by the Bureau." 


Aasgaard at this time, himself, personally not only re- 
commended but wrote a letter of endorsement addressed to Storaasli 
Ku Every ELC man applying for a chaplaincy appointment. Door 
to World War II Aasgaard had simply written a letter of recom- 
menmdation to Roy Guild, the executive secretary of the General 
Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains.? The Lutherans were run- 
ning their own show now, and they had tightened up their proced- 
ues, so that the church presidents could use the proper nomen- 
Aure in their dealings with the military. 

۱ 1۳۲۵ ۱۵۱۱۳۵۲5 of the BSMP felt that the need for re- 

8۲ ۱1 ۳1118 chaplains remained urgent. They were concerned that the 
heran Church should have its proper share of chaplains, both 
ን ١250661 to other Protestant bodies, and especially wath re- 
Bard to the Roman Catholic Church, which was said to have an 
@etive recruitment program. And, presaging what would later 
happen in the ELC, it was recommended that "A working arrange- 
ment with the presidents of the general bodies should be developed 
by which the chaplaincy as a specialized ministry may be presented 


favorably to men whose aptitudes lie in that direction." 


libid., p. 8. 


^Naspgaard to Storaasli, 26 October 1949, J. A. Aausguard 
pers, Archives of the ELC. 


SAasgaard 1 111. Z2S°rebritmy 1950, NT R. ت۱۷‎ ۲ 1 70 
Ee, DSMP => LUCUSA 

"Agenda, Bureau of Service to Military Personned, 25 
September 1948, Bureau of Service to Military Personnel file, 
chives of the ELC. 
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|ከ ሸል ዘክ] the Tirst avowed that one of its serious 
Bumposces was to keep in close touch with chaplains on active 
matty. A News Bulletin, successor to the monthly News Letter, 
Which had been published on a monthly basis by the SC and edited 
۲٣٦٦٦ ۹4 ٥×٥ was sent out to chaplains on a fairly regular basis. 
E ۱511 was said to be cminently suited for the task of editing 


۲ ۳۲001681: "He was known in the Army as the 'writing chap- 


nl 


lain' who kept in touch with his men. As subsequent events 


E the BSMP's expectations were amply fulfilled by Storaasli. 

8 corassig took vigorous charge of the BSMP. It was 
ely on the basis of what he had discovered and at his prodding 
that the executive director of the NLC, Paul Empic, sent a memo 
ENE presidents of the NLC participating bodies on the subject 
Kur reporting of pastoral ucts by chaplains. In the memo Empie 
Noted: 


፣ ኤኤ በ ስበ. Co be no uniformity at present practice 
2 TO ከሮ peri ormand and reporting of pastoral acts by 
الث‎ 1521115. 6117 commonly, men are given instruction and 
puaopeccdoroconrtirWed, without any attempt at affiliation 
Din deloeal eönsrefation, and without any report- either 
ከ የ ان‎ ٦٦۷ ۹٠٠٦ or tlew5ervice Bureau. Children of 
Lutherans and non-Lutherans are frequently baptized into 
taaan tartas without the baptism berng recorded 
ones tionma E orecord book. 

۳۶۰٠٠۹ ۱۱۱ 9 ا‎ ۰ ۱۱1 true, of course. Some chap- 
E ٠۹۸۹ 04117 120511017 through by correspondence to es- 
rue 2511231011 for those baptized or confirmed. 
In addition, some of these report the official act to 
۳۱ general body or to the Burcau of Scrvice to Military 
Personnel for tivansmission to thes general body. Other do 
neither. Some who do report to the Bureau do not make 
GOmrcact with the local congregation. 

he whole picture is confused and reveals many ir- 
regularities. 2 


libid., p. 5 


er Office Memorandum," 4 December 1948, National 
Meerneran Council, Archives of the ELC. 
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Deore. Zeche ገስ! 9 te BSMP=reflected the lack of 
Ew ervision that had existed in the war years. The church simply 
mot developed very much in the way of guidelines for the con- 
۳۳ 01 the ministry of its chaplains. Much of the reason for 
Moe lay in a basic ignorance of how the military system worked. 
Ku been a part of the system for so long, Storaasli's ex- 
Bemaence was invaluable. One thing that Storaasli had learned 
well was the need for standardization of procedures. Undoubtedly 
۲٣۰٠٦۰۰ 191۲ و9‎ concern lay behind the request Empiec made of the 
church presidents: 


ከከ! ሰከ“ Clarity and standardize the procedure, 
the following questions, dealing with the policies in- 
volved, are submitted to general body presidents: 
Po که‎ chantain periLorming an infant baptism 
have the baptism recorded with the home congregation 
of one of the parents? 
= Yohould a chaplain performing an adult baptism 
or confirmation have the name of the one so confess- 
ከ ከጅ Si ciente reason the roll of some congre- 
Sat Lon: 
3. should a chaplain performing a marriage have it 
recorded on some congregational record book? 
4. Are chaplains of your general body at present, 
when performing a baptism, confirmation, marriage 
DENS qo Or acts, expected to report the data 
JON CUA Tee Bit NOL, would you regard this pro- 
cedure as desirable? 
ERE Ould ornan a baptism, confir- 
Neon OI 10411 2156, peport the data to the Bureau 
of Service to 900 ص۵‎ Personnel for transmission 
to the general body? 


Me questions reflected a great change that had occurred 
ከ the BSMP and its antecedent bodies concerning its perception 
3۳۲ ۱۱۲ 1۱1 5 5 10 and function. Prior to this time, the idea seemed 


۱ ۱۷ ۵ been to perform a short-time Service in an emergency 


lrbid. 
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Situation to people who, although at the moment were in the mili- 
Eu were basically civilians and who would shortly be returning 
۳ ۰ ۱۷ 1110۳0 life and pursuits. The new perception was that the 
mere had also to minister to a situation that would be more or 
less permanent and to people who would be making a career out of 
Service in the military. Since the Lutheran churches had not and 
would not recognize military chapel groups as congregations, the 
question of where and how to record pastoral acts was a germane 
one. 

Fi rr made ii procedures by the military also at times 
mandated changes for the procedures of the churches and the BSMP. 
In December, 1948, the BSMP was informed that: 

The need tor streamlining indorsement procedures 15 
made more emphatic by a new ruling by the Department of 

of the Army that the Chief of Chaplains office must act 

ED uscatrons Lor extended active duty within 72 hours 

Of receiving the application. If a chaplain's application 

for recall is not supported by ecclesiastical indorsement, 

J must pe turned down by the Chief'!s ofíice. 


۱1۳۳ ۱ کل دا‎ the processing Ol the éccłlesiastical 
indorsement must precede the chaplain's formal application 


۱۳ ۰ ۳ We have publicized this fact as much as pos- 
Sible, including an NLC News Bureau release prepared by 
Flu Storaasli. in some cases where the indorsement 


was already being processed, it was necessary to take 
Short-cuts by getting approval for indorsement from the 
Prop 1 5111215 Dy long-distance telephone, with the in- 
dorsement on paper following in the regular manner. 


Storaasli, of course, wise in the ways and workings of 
the military bureaucracy, knew how and what short-cuts could be 


made. 


l'Minutes of the Bureau of Service to Military Personnel, 
በ ስ፡፡ ቹያ፻፡፡ክ።ክ፡ ር”? Council," 15 December 1948, p. 18, Archives of 
EL. 
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٣۰۰٠٠٠٠٠٣٠٠٦٦٦٠٠ ۱۱۱۸۱۵6 ۵ the military announced at the 
seme meeting of the BSMP was that the Army was now accopting 
applications for the chaplaincy from men who had had no parish 
experience. ۱ ۱۱ Navy mad done since 1943, the Army would now 
St ds chaplains men Just graduating from the seminary. The 
BSMP was further told that "The Army may wish to send chaplains 
active duty to theological seminarics to present the appeal 
ከ ኤው ۰ ۷ 1۳ the chaplaincy."? 

The BSMP was leary of recommending that the Army be allowed 
EN wis. Chaplain Storaasli was better suited for this task, 
ከዩ 161. The Army itself could not have found a more suitable 
Merson. The BSMP voted: 

ስ ከሆ ፣፡፡፣!፡ር(ህ ሳክ 5101033511. through Dr. Empiece, to 

ር) ፐር]. በ 11108 10 116 ክከ፣ር519ርቧበ!5 0፲ the general‏ رين 

bodies and to inquire as to possible approaches to sem- 

۱۳۱۳ ۱ ۰ 1 111۱ Such Visits. It was understood that 

cases where such visits are approved, Chaplain 

ዌኪቢ፡ ከ] to be [ree to make then. 

۸ ۳ 262101, the BSMP had set another important pre- 
Ent for the future. In the fifties, Storaasli was to make 
۳ such visits, wearing his Army chaplain's uniform, to the 
Mampus of Luther Theological Seminary. 

By carly 1949 NLC chaplains were required to make a 
۱۳۳ ۱۱۲ report of their activities to the BSMP. Among other 
things they had to give the number of Lutheran communion serviccs 


۳۲ had held and the number of communicants. As Storaasli in- 


zed those reports, it became apparent to him that a variety 


11ከ10.,, p. 19. 2 ۰ 








See interpretations existed: 


some ‘conduct only Lutheran communion services, and get 
1፡0 ባስ or Civilian pastor to conduct the gen- 
Geral Protestant Communion service; some conduct both 

the general Protestant communion service and also com- 
munion services specifically for Lutherans; some conduct 
pu ۲۱۳ ۱۱۵ ۱ 1 Protestant communion service, using the 
Mica core. the Last group feel that since Luth- 
s ۳ Ol C] are welcome at this gencral service, they 
۱ discharge their obligation to the Lutherans under 
[በሮ] care; and تل‎ 70۰۶٠٢۰۰٦٦٦٦۰ 91۷ 16 as a “Lutheran 
0۱۱1۲۱۱۱۱۱0۲ Service." 


۱۱۱ ብ ነህ ር bothered Storaasli at the time; as the 
years passcd it became one of his chief concerns. At the time, 
the BSMP voted "That Chaplain Storaasli be commended for his en- 
Eus ona specific ministry to Lutheran men by Lutheran chap- 
moms, ald that his interpretation that a "Lutheran communion" 
should be announced as such, be approved." 

٠۰٠٣۷٦0 ۲٠٠۰ 19410 the replies of the church presidents 
Epic S memo regarding the reporting of pastoral acts by chap- 
means had finally all been received. The BSMP on the basis of 
those replies suggested the following standard procedures: 

IM Osin Os bai io m should be meported to theslome con- 

A oE one ot the parents, for entry on the congre- 

= ıonal rewords. In cases wlrere nicther parent has a 

۶۱۲ ۳6۱ congregational atfiliation, the chaplain should 

press the importance of such active affiliation and seek 

to have the parents name a congregation to which the 


Daptism can be reported. 


EDI bape tsi) Or comtrmation should be reported 
۰ ۳۱ ۰ ۱۱۱۳ ۲ ۵۲ 9۱ 111 11111 the person baptized or 


د Mr‏ اج 


InMinutes of Bureau of Service to Military Personnes,” 
EN"Cbruary 1949, p. 3, Archives of Lutheranism, National Lutheran 
EcUncil, New York. 
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confirmed wishes to become an active confirmed member. 
In cases where the person concerned has no present con- 
gregational tie, the chaplain should assist him in se- 
lecting a church home; probably in his home community, 
the community to which he expects to go on separation 
IAS e rvice, Or a community near the location where 
chezbaptısm or confirmation takes place. 


& Asmarriage should be reported to the home congrega- 
tion of the bride or groom, for entry on the congrega- 
tronal records. 
4. Infant and adult baptisms, confirmation, and mar- 
puugeescshould be reported monthly to the Bureau of Ser- 
tree to Military Personnel on forms provided for that 
apose. Reports should be in duplicate, so that the 
mau MI. forward copies to report to the presidents or 
pus rocommittees of the una! bodies with which the 
ehaplaıns are affiliated. 
۱۲ ዜው ን) በ11] ۱۱۵ 1۱۵ the BSMP had fully considered the 
I ۱۱۳ ۱۱ 015 of chaplains ministering to career military per- 
sonnel, even though they acknowledged its reality and were at- 
vemptine to deal with it. This is most evident when statement 
E snalyzed. There would be little difficulty if an ELC chap- 
Hain baptized a convert while both were stationed in Minnesota and 
BI ouvert was from the state; plenty of ELC churches were 
Ku IC throughout the state. But if the convert were, for ex- 
rom South Carolina, and both he and the chaplain were 
۴۲۲ 101164 there, a difficulty could well arise. There were no 
Beewcomeregations in the entire state. What would the convert 


No especially if he wished to remain in his home state upon his 


retirement from the sérvice? That this is not a spurious example 


l'Hxhibit A, Memo to National Lutheran Council Chaplains 
ክው 11 1118 the Reporting of Pastoral Acts, Minutes, Bureau of Ser- 
۱ CO Military Personnel," 2 February 1949, Archives of Cooper- 
ative Lutheranism, New York. 








۲۳۳۱۱۱ ۰۰ ۳ 9 the fact that most military installations are 
۱۳ ۲ in precisely those areas where the ELC had few, if any, 
congregations. 

In another move that he would repeat numerous times in 
Me tuture, Storaasli sent a book to all NLC chaplains on active 
duty in 1949. The book was Dr. Herman Preus' The Communion of 
Sats. Storaasli thought it would make stimulating reading for 
۱۳۲۲۱۱۱ ۱۱2119 و‎ and expressed the ". . . hope that this book might 
۳۲۱۱۱۱۱۰ aû livelier faith in the power of God's Word as a Means 
ጠይ ace; and inspire a deeper sense ot loyalty to all that the 
Mitheran Church stands for."l 

Clearly Storaasli had not lost his own sense of Lutheran 
ቪየ ን ስ በ! from his years of service in the chaplaincy; just as 
ETL, he was worried that some chaplains were in danger of do- 
ing so. 

ከህ 1!!! በ ርስ leaders Lo support the chaplaincy. In 
a bulletin he sent NLC chaplains he reported on a conference of 
EE ST LION Ol Executives of Ecclesiastical Indorsing Agencies 
for Federal Chaplaincies which he had attended. He said that one 
morc Of interest that had commanded top interest was: "What can 
be done to persuade the church leaders to give the chaplaincies 
Bacher priority in their thinking and in their planning?"? 
And he said that "The consenses among many of the agencies is 


that the military chaplaincy as a field for spiritual ministry 


189111 ክህቲር 5 , Bureau of Serviee to Military Personnel, 
tonal eran Council," 31 8 ات‎ 1949, p. 7, Archives of CL. 
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۴۱۱۱۱۵ De given the same weight as is now given to Home Missions; 
fiat the procurement ot chaplains is definitely the responsi- 
00 Of the churches; and that the chaplaincy, because of its 
Beane a specialized ministry, stands in need ot the same high type 
wey personnel as is required in the other more important po- 
کر ذا‎ in the church."1l 
Establishment Otethe Armeds Forces 
Chaplains Board 

An important step concerning chaplains was taken in July, 
29297 when the Secretary of Defense established the Armed Forces 
۳۲ 3 ۱1:5 Board within his office. The Board consisted of each 
ee three Chiefs of Chaplains with an additional chaplain from 
each of the services. A special consultant of Jewish matters was 
IS member of the Board. The Board was given the responsi- 
۲ ا ا‎ Taking llo... recommendations to the Secretary of De- 
mense with respect to a unified policy on procurement, qualifi- 
ESN aid training of chaplains, . . . and on standards of 
equipment and supply." In some respects this Board was the mili- 
Ex Counteér-part of, for example, the BSMP. The establishment of 
mags BOard was another recognition by the government that the 
Chaplaincy was a permanent institution within the military and 
must it would have a permanent function. The Armed Forces Chap- 
ከ ከከ ር board was charged with the responsibility of ". . . maintain- 


ing close relationships with civilian churches." 


lipid. “Report to the President, p. 10 
SPERO 








Showing how thoroughly Army chaplains had become a part 
the military establishment, a report in 1950 said that: 
"Following the war, Army chaplains have come to have an 
۳۰۰۰٠۰٠۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٦٠ ۶۲۰٠٣ 1066777" 71711:0777 life. Serving as 
2٠.٠٠٠۱٣ ۲ ۳ 8 guidance councils, welfare fund 
۱۳۱۳5 ۰ clemency boards, and the like, they exert a 
moral influence upon military life which is in keeping 
ne desires ol the American public."1 
The same report gave a brief synopsis of the regulations 
Boverning the duties of the chaplains of each ot the three ser- 
۱۱ 65 : 
Ns set forth by regulations, the Navy considers 1ts 
MI Dus “responsible for the performance of all duties 
meeting tO the religious activities of the command;" 
۱۱۲ Army describes its chaplains' duties "as analogous 
R nose performed by clergymen in civilian lite, modi- 
“ክእ ክህ ዐር و11‎ ۱11۱1۷6 conditions attached to military 
۱۳۲ ۱ ۱۱۴ Air Force portrays the Air Force Chaplain 
Miss pecrialist an the field of religion and as such is 
the advisor to the commanding general/commanding officer 
ሠሥየ፣ያህከኪ (11615 pertalining to the religious life, morals, 
morale and character guidance within given commands." < 
uus re end ot 1949 the Chaplaincy had been recognized 
K the church and the government as a permanent, needed in- 
Eu "Ton that had to have continuing guidance and supports. 
Within the NLC the BSMP had been organized, and with 
otoraasli at its head, had begun an exceedingly effective work. 
ከከ ከርመ“ ሮመ few years many steps were taken that were to have long- 
esting consequences. Although the number of ELC chaplains on 
Mie duty was very small, as little as four by 1949, the church 


Bed nonetheless taken big steps toward permanent involvement in 


۱ 11 5 of the military. And these steps had been taken 


libid., p. 8. 


21bid., p. 11. 
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largely with the assistance and by the guidance of one man, 





CHAPTER FIVE 
KOREA - WAR AGAIN (1950-1954) 


Deon melianeves  tOOk place within the ELC in its relations 
meee chaplains in the years 1950-1954, 

Mme era began in the relative peace of the "cold war." 
But by 1954 thousands of men had again donned uniforms and gone 
En to war. By 1954 a truce had been arranged in far-off Korea. 
But the tensions remained high. And the nation and the church 
۳۲ ۱ deal with the implications of the fact that for the first 
mu xn hsstory the armed forces of the United States had not 
won a decisive victory in war. 

At home the fear of communism was increased by the tactics 
Ew cnator McCarthy from Wisconsin. The warnings of the dangers 
SI 1112 16231 war competed for attention with a tremendous revival 
۳۱۲۱ ۰ in religion, aided by the Crusades of Evangelist 
Billy Graham. 

Pen r Bion (C Im president of the ELC, Dr. J. A. 
masgaard, retired, to be succeeded by Dr. F. Schiotz. Also in 
۱ و954‎ Storaasli would retire as executive secretary of the BSMP, 
bavanp reached the mandatory retirement age of 65. But the LLC 
had set no such policy for itself, and Storaasli found new work 
as head of a relatively new commission in the ELC charged with 


mre mission of caring for its chaplains. 





۱۷۳۰٠٠٠٠٠ SS ٣١٥۷۷۶٦ ال‎ Korean forces attacked South Korea, 
በከ ۰۱۱3۱ ۶ ۱۱8 the uneasy peace of the post-World War II era. 

This time the church did not have to establish a new or- 
۳۱2۳101 to deal with the crisis, as it had had to do in the 
۱۳ WOrld War, nor did it have to reactivate a commission, as 
۱ ۱ done prior to World War II. In 1950 the church had the 


meme, ably headed by Storaasli, already in existence. 


Need for Chaplains 


But the BSMP was soon very busy, both urging the veter- 
ከከ ጊጊ the Second World War to return to duty and imploring other 
neto join the chaplaincy for the first time. The response was 
EXUNere near as great or enthusiastic as it had been in the early 
Eu cor World War II. Despite the best efforts of the BSMP, by 
only thirty nine men were on active duty, less than half the 
number of those who had served in 1944, 1945 and 1946. Only thir- 
teen veterans of the Second World War also saw duty in this era. 

۲۲ ۱ ال ات‎ to lack of trying. Every year from 1950 
on, Aasgaard, no doubt urged by Storaasli, in his annual messages 
መው ዬኒ ንች Church, pleaded for more chaplains. In 1951 he said: 


۱۳ ۱۱ 9 1 jJjorning the chaplaincy service. 
79/۱ کت‎ 1۱۵1 were in the service during the last war and 
ከ. ፡፡ክ ከ1111 calls CG thc Chaplaincy. Some arc 
in the Naval Reserve and still of the proper age. 11 35 
hoped that a number of men in the service ages will again 
this very important work. The Church must go with her 
Dans fer as possible, wheter in the training camps at 
nome OF sin tire ficlds abroad. 

۱۱۱۳/۲ ۲ 1251 war our Chraeh supplied 132 chap- 
AMS زا‎ the present military forces, which will even- 
tually number between three and four million men, there 
۱۳/۵ ۰ ቅ.) ۲ a great number of chaplains. Our 
TO ] 161411 Council should stand ready to furnish 








٣٠۰٠٠٠٠٠۷۰٠٠٠٠٠ ٦160 ٣۶11671, as thcir spiritual responsi- 
NA OO nation and to the men in the service. 


g ۱ ስ ከ ርስ ብር Lucheran Herald had reported that: 
Chaplains of all faiths on active duty in the armed 
Moo e UMIted States on April 1 numbered 2,695, 
ቢን ትን ን ዬኤዬ CG 11110111111011 from the Department of Defensc. 
About 500 more are needed to bring the corps to the min- 
imum standards desircd. ۱ 
A OT 1211 1, there were 207و‎ chaplains 
on duty, or approximately one for every 1,000 soldiers. 
The Army would like to have one chaplain for every 850 
troops. The Navy had 608 chaplains in service, and needs 
150 more to mect its minimum requirements. The Air Force 
۳ لالاو‎ chaplains and sceks 100 morc. 
NIT ol the services are sceking clergymen between 
ae ares of 24 and 31.2 
iuo be noted that the ape limit had dropped drasti- 
Ru rom the 45 years suggested by the Army in the years fol- 
E ume World War I. That age limit of 31 of course precluded 
Many of the ELC veteran chaplains from re-applying for active 
duty. 
Nevertheless, in September Storaasli stated the necd for 
Korce Lutheran chaplains. He said that "The Air Force has 
E Present openings for 27 Lutheran chaplains between the ages 
۳ 2۸۱ 353. The Navy needs new chaplains at the rate oí 20 a 
month."° But even so, at the end of the year only twelve ELC men 
EESC on active duty. 
a uscgard added a new note. in his request for chap- 
Mains. He stated: 
لاد‎ S Oop Oor unity ter pastors to serve Tor a lim- 


1 ۲0۵ time or for extended service, as they and their sup- 
ertors may determine. 


l'Bxcerpt From President's Annual Message To Church (1951) 
ጠይጠ.ል፡፡፡፡ Ty Chamiqincy," MCC - Archives of the ELC. 


“Lutheran Herald 35 (22 May 1951):522. 


SLutheran Herald 35 (18 September 1951):887. 
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۱۱ ۰ ۱1 ior pastors who will make the chap- 
۱۳۱۳ O eme service. The Roman and Episcopal 
Churches have a number of men who have given their en- 
ሀሠጨ ዴ ነከ! CONCIS Service. 


In 1955 Aasgaard said in part: 


mu c5tuBdobescpemmss if it did not speak 
plain on the Chaplaincy situation in our Church body. 
Onwounday, May 17, tive men were ordained to the Chap- 
laincy under the call of the Church Council. These men 
ሁ ው ችም ን ም እ ንን» ን ከር! trom Luther Seminary in the afternoon of 
۱3۱۲ ۰5 ض‎ Ihe Department of Defense, representing 
we or che military service - Air Force, Army 
EN needs (ar more Chaplains from our church. A 
۱۳۱ اب‎ 1۱۱۱ ۶۱ the Reserve from the last war will be 


Sl ering the Service. it is hoped that many of them will 
sec it as the will of God that they once again take up 
۱3 ۰ ۱۳۱ ال‎ would be a great contribution to the 


Chapluincy Service if a number of the men, within the 
ape limit ana now Serving parishes, could take time out 


INS this SeCrvice to their country. It is of great 
sn ۲1۲ men rornpesnto this work have had parish ex- 
፡፡፡፡፡ቅ፡ን፡ን፡፡፡) e bec ause the problems are the same - the teach- 


ad preaching ot the Word of God, the counseling and 

pastoral help to individuals and the administration of 

ሸከስ፡. “ከ 11.6. Imis really the Church in service in 

9 military establishments, with the Means of Grace and 

E vit IAI souls. 2 

Im 1954 Aasgaard repeated his earlier calls for men to 
E Nl, senter the chaplaincy for a short while but to make it a 
life career.? In the غلا للد الات‎ 00415 1951-1954 the president 
Mts church had changed the content of his appeal. In the first 
EI he was thinking of the need for short-time service. But 
Shortly he was also emphasizing the need for career chaplains. 


Aasgaard's change of attitude must have come in large 


measure from his increasingly close contacts with Storaasli. 


lUnxcerpt From President's Annual Message to Church (1952) 
we Military Chaplaincy," MCC - Archives of the LLC. 


2"Hxcerpt From President's Annual Message to Church (1953) 
SS Military Chaplaincy," MCC - Archives of the ELC. 


?U ExCerpt From President's Annual Message to Church (1954) 
NS Military Chaplaincy,'” MCC - Archives of the JLC. 
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When Storaasli's son Paul, a Marine Captain, was killed in action 


EN orea im late 1950, Aasgaard sent the family a letter of con- 


dolence.? 


In these years the Lutheran Herald issued frequent calls 
Bor chaplains. * And the paper also published full-page length or 
more articles written by the chaplains themsclves in an effort to 


gain more participants in their work. 
Experiences of Chaplains 


lain Walter Nordby was one of those ELC chaplains who 
was a veteran of World War II and who had remained in the Reserves. 
Like some others, he had been involuntarily recalled to active 
ከከ but of hrs second experience he said, "I have learned much 
E wiuring this tour in Korea and Pendleton than I did all dur- 
ing the last war."4 Nordby went on: 


በጤ፣፣ክ) ስሰ 22211604 to duty strom his civilian parish 
finds that there is little here in Korea to remind him of 
the vast sweep and scope of the fast moving actions ot 


EU A. Aasgaard to Dr. and Mrs. Gynther Storaaslı, 11 


Member 1950, J. A. Aasgaard file, Archives of the ELC. 


O ۰9 cxample, "Chaplains Are Néeded,'' Lutheran 
Merald 35 (27 November 1951):1129-1137 and V. T. Jordahl, 15 5 - 
 . ከ ከሬ res in Uniform,’ Lutheran Herald 37 (23 April 1953):406. 


ror ole we MaltonevesVamem Palin Sinday Reverie,” Luth- 
Eu Ue»—d 50 (15 May 1952):459-461; Viggo O. Aronson, "A Chap- 
۱۳۲۰۳ Reports to Mis Church," Lutheran llerald 37 (9 September 1952): 
۳ ۱ ۰ 1۲۵ ۸۲۰ Nordby, "Up Front in Korea," Lutheran Herald 37 
fm June 1953):523-524. 


Ty. Sa tment ot Defense, Bureau ot Naval Personnel, 


Ec 1۲ج ات‎ Chaplain Corps, United States Navy, by Clifford 
uma S. Sanders and ivan llog (Washington, D.C.: Government 
menting Office, 1949), 6:173. 















World War II days. . . . The men live in sand bagged 
bunkers, two three and four to a bunker.l 


Chaplains from World War 1 would have had little difti- 
۳ in recognizing the situation; it was much the same sort of 
thing they had endured. 


Nordby went on: 


an 12115 that his congregation on the line 
does not lead a safe and comfortable life. These men are 
.ጂታዚታ፡ ከሎ! rats and Insects to say nothing of mud or the 
۰ ۱ و1‎ colored Korean dirt. In spite of this the morale 
8 ۲ troops on the front lines is the best in the ser- 
Ce is here that one enjoys that peculiar feeling 
only experienced, unfortunately on the field of battle; 
Bye feeling that everyone is concerned with taking care 
urhe other person. . . . Marines will not be stopped 
POCO OE UndeI fire to pet a buddy. None complain 
ከ! they have to carry a friend a great distance to the 
forward aid bunker." 


plain O. Ingvoldstad became one of the most distin- 
የከ. plains of the ELC in the Korean conflict. He received 
۱۲ ۱۱۵0 Of Merit for his work during the period 28 November to 
OS ከር 1950. His citation read in part: 


۱۳ ۰ ۱ ۱ 1 his ertorts to be of service to the men 
in his regiment, Lieutenant-Commander Ingvoldstad fre- 
quently exposed himself to accurate enemy small-arms and 
1" ከክ ከን ከበግ በር. ከ in the field to comfort and cheer the 
troops, administer first aid to the wounded, and assist 
۱ ۱۵ 11 casualities. He directly contributed to 
the saving of the lives of many wounded. His constant 
contributions in feeding wounded, shifting wounded to 
۱۳ ۷ ۰۱۱1۲ Needs to keep the badly hit from freezing 
towedeath, patrolling the column to assist corpsmen in 
administering first aid all contributed immeasurably in 
Saving some 1,200 wounded. ilis fortitude, professional 
integrity and couragéous conduct throughout the war were 
IN ው ከበ በብ with the highest radıtions of the United 
States Naval Service. 


lIbid., p. 171 
“Ibid. 
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"Orly," as Ingvoldstad was known to his friends, in latter 
Mears became a sort of second Storaasli in terms of the esteem in 
which he was held and in terms of the contributions he made to the 
Arch. But he was an active duty Navy chaplain until after the 
Em cr or the ELC into the new American Lutheran Church 1 January 


0061. 
Sor dass concerns 


In 1951 Storaasli wrote Aasgaard saying that he felt that 
۱۳۲ ۱۱۲ و۲‎ chaplains were, all things considered, doing a won- 
derful job. And then he added: 


۰ ۰ ከው ji that most ol them would be a littlë more 
Mean iil their practice, especially where 1t concerns 
لآلا‎ 015116 of Holy Communion. But I can only suggest, 
e annot command, and so at times. I feel a little frus- 
٣۰٠ 0 الا‎ that cannot be helped. 


Bra ۵1 688 11 pave the BSMP his throughts on the 
problem of procurring an adequate number of chaplains. He said 
pat: 


So long as our country feels compelled to spend 
۱۲ ۱۳11 annually on Military Defense, material and 
personnel, our Churches are going to be plagued with a 
1 ፣ በ procurement problem. Deplore as they may the 
Euuscseuhrebpovgveserse to the need for chaplains» in the 
Pamwederorces, the need 1s there and from all appearances 
it will continue for many years to come, with or without 
a World War 111. 


ie knew from his oww experiéncee of three years' work as 


ENecutive secretary of the BSMP that the more the need for 


Io oras lato J. A. Aasgaard, 22 March 1951, J. A. 
٣۰٠٠٠٦٠٦٦۰ file, Archives of the LLC. 


۶ ۱۵ 1 , Burcau of Service to Military Personnel, Nation- 
Lutheran Council,'' 11 October 1951, Archives of CL. 
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cheaplains increased the more difficult it was to obtain them. 
۱5 1۲ that there were three main causes for the current fail- 
me of the procurement program of the BSMP, They were: the 
۲ ۲ shortage of pastors, the failure of the Churches to make 
provision whereby an interested and qualified chaplain candidate 
could be called to serve as a chaplain, and the economic problem. 
200124351155811 that because Synod, District and Confer- 
ence presidents were themselves faced with the problem of pul- 
pit supply and demand, they let their own needs overshadow the 
Memes Of the Military Chaplaincy. And he felt that congregations 
۲۱۲۲ ۱۲ want their pastors to leave, that if they did let them 
go they would have little or no assurance of when they might se- 
Sure a successor. 
Storaasli had great respect for those who felt that God 
Meca men to the ministry. So he said, 


የ! 
€ 


many young pastors otherwise deeply interested in 
۲ ۱ ۲۸ ۱۵۲ ministry of the Chaplaincy hesitate to 
C eer or to make application of their own accord on 
the ground that it might not be in accordance with God's 
our Secretary has grcat sympathy for these in- 
terested young pastors. When they have sought his advice 
he has counseled them not to apply unless they are assured 
۱ ۲ 15 0001-5 will that they do so, and then hè sug- 
۳ ۰ ۵ I em to do the thing they for conscience sake 
arc 9 ۱۲ ۷ do. If the Church could somehow issue a 
call to these interested young pastors, it would go à long 
I f io O]vor their problem. 


So far as economics were concerned, Storaasli felt that 
the greatest problem lay in finding suitable housing at reasonable 


Eost. lic knew that rentals adjacent to military installations 


lIbid., pp. 9-10. 








Mere not only excessively high, but suitable housing was almost 


possible to be found. 


oiler Co meet the problem caused by the above factors, 


meobaasli thought that there could be only one real solution to 


۳ ۱1۵01018۰ He proposed that the Chaplain Procurement Program 


of the BSMP be concentrated on seminarians. He gave the follow- 


En reasons in support of his proposal: 


۱۳۳ ۱۱ ۱ a eand Synod presidents as well as local con- 
gregations could place no stumbling blocks in the way. 

۳ ۱۱۱31 ۶ 1115 voluntecring for the chaplain ministry 

ሙ ከከከ De callcd to this field of service and ordained 

۳ ۱ ۱ 1۱۵ 1 Of the call. 

E economic problem now confronting the young 

married pastor would not be so acute. 

Service regulations no longer require that a chap- 
lain candidate must have a definitc period of pastoral 
experience before being cligible to apply. 

Petro umecogni zed that recruitment ot seminarians for 
the chaplaincy who have had no definite period of pastoral 
aS TICLE IS NOC pencrally approved by all our NLC Church 
Doates. put it is believed that were our emphasis to be 
puc cispDonosemnrnarzanms to fll and maintain our cheplain 
quotas the objection could be overcome through some method 
oli special | Oat 567311107777۲٢۱۳ these young chaplain 
candidates. 


IT S| i < proposal, but not all the reasons for it, was 
Eee ec the BoMP. The following year he réported: 


Eighteen seminarians were ordained on their call to the 
DNC, strom the 1952 praduating classes. Five sem- 
inarians were commissioned and appointed chaplains in 
四 تح‎ 195]. All these young chaplains are veter- 
Iso iWorld War II and have had little or no difficulty 
in adapting themselves to the chaplaincy. To date there 
has been no adverse criticism of these young chaplains 
pes iu دا‎ leili lack of pastoral experience. Your 
secretary's one fear is that these young chaplains may 
۱۱ کر‎ ۰۱۱1 101۵ time for preparation of sermons. 

But since our younger pastors are not volunteering for 


wx. p. 21. 
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the chaplaincy in sufficient numbers seminarians appear 
to be our only hope in filling our chaplain quota.l 


K r os ic cCOo continued to be great. And by this time 
the military services held Lutheran chaplains in high cstcem. As 
Eroraaslı reported in 1952: 


۳ haec branches of the Military Chaplaincy are 
in need of more chaplains. But of the threc, the need 
for chaplains in the Army is bordering on the critical 
Stage. Your secretary has been asked repeatedly if NLC 
cannot supply more chaplains. An article on this sub- 
ject was recently prepared by your secretary and mailed 
to the editors of our church publications with the re- 
Mi Cirat it be given publicity. Copies of this arti- 
ቭከ፡ ህሎ ۱۵۱۱ to all church presidents informing them 
3 ۲۱ above action and expressing the hope that they 
ave no objection to its publication. At no time 
آل‎ De 151ل‎ Three years have candidates for the chaplaincy 
been so few in number. This situation at a time when thc 
ااا‎ oí Chaplains is recognized and appreciated by the 
puer as never before is regrettable. But what makes 
| ation more regrettable as far as the Lutheran 
۳ 3 Concerned 1s the high esteem in which our Luth- 
Seman chaplains are held. The cry from the offices of the 
tec Chtetrs ol Chaplains 15 the same: "Give us all the 
Busneran Chaplaıns you can secure, we will take them all." 


Memes che ELC had seven men in the Army, thirteen in 
۱۲ ۱۱۷, and eight in the Air Force, for a total of twenty-eight, 
EN onpared with totals of 125 for the ULCA and forty for the 
ለፒር. 5 

ቼከ”። ያ ጅ |! 2150 reported that Spiritual Retreats for Luth- 
eran chaplains had been planned for the coming year and would be 
held at a number of locations within the United States.^ The 


holding of these Retreats was another indication that the Church 


leAgenda, lil qu of Servrese towMalitary Personmel, National 
E"Cheran Council," 28,29 October 1952, p. 4, Archives of CL. 


2lbid., p. 5 515101. 41ከ10., |. 0. 








፥ 
11 





Was beginning to look upon the chaplaincy as a life-time career 
mar Some of its pastors. 

these retreats was signiticant in another‏ 01 1111| !ا للد 
For the first time, it provided a public forum in which‏ ۲ 
could voice to church representatives some of‏ ۰۱۱۵۱121115 ۱۲ 
Eur concerns and desires which arose from their specialized‏ 
area of ministry. And in Storaasli, they knew they had a lis-‏ 
ener who could fully understand what they were talking about.‏ 

Some of the suggestions from the retreats were: 


6.8.1) ተፐ1ሮተ or Conference presidents give the 

ከህ ۵ ۲ Chaplaincy a definite place and time on their 
Annual Convention Programs. 

That efforts be made to encourage parish pastors to be 
more cooperative with chaplains who, prior to the per- 
formance of pastoral acts, write to them regarding con- 
S qon membership ot military personnel receiving 
ue tion tor baptism or Confirmation. That copies of 
uu» Monthly Reports be forwarded to the District, 
reo Conlerence presidents of the respective reporting 
chaplains in order that the presidents might have first 
۳۳۰ 1111011111011 about their chaplains’ activities. 


MO ۲ ۳ ۳ ۰۱۱ ۱۱15 generally from all the Retreats. 

ከንከ opiritual Retreat in berlin came the suggestions: 
ir ۳ ۱۱ ۱ church leaders of Synod, District, Con- 
ference level to (Europe) to visit and study at first 


work Of NLC chaplains on duty there;‏ رن ل لطن 


and 


1 ۱۰ 5 ۱ Bureau Committee spell out what constitutes a 
Lutheran Communion Service in the Armed Forces and how 
آلا‎ e دا‎ pemconducted with reference to announcements, 
۱۱ ۱۱۲ ۰ and worthitress of non-Lutheran guests. 


luagenda, Bureau of Service to Military Personnel, National 
Meese rai Council,’ 16 March 1953, Archives of CL. 


21bid. 
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ie chaplains said that they were interested in developing uni- 
enmity in practice among NLC chaplains. It is interesting to 
Speculate, but cannot be proved, how much influence chaplains 
have had on the movements toward merger among Lutherans in the 
United States. The same could be said for the Ecumenical Move- 
ment. 

Men attending the Washington Retreat suggested that the 
feasibility of arranging and using a liturgical communion service 
which would be uniform among all Lutheran chaplains be explored.? 

٠۰٠ء۰‎ 9۵ 01۱66۲15 oí the chaplains would be dealt 
meth later that same ycar. 

Mache meantime Storaasli reported that he had visited 
Some seminary campuses. On 3 March 1953 he had been at the ELC 


mol, Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota. 


Thıs may have 
been the first of many such visits he was to make for the purpose 
presenting the needs of the military chaplaincy. 

For the first time since the BSMP was established in 1948, 
we eptember 1953 it was informed that it should curtail tempor- 
፡ ۱ the procurement of chaplains for active duty. But the Navy 
Was still looking for men. The establishment of a truce for the 
armies in Korea was the major reason. But, as Storaasli explained: 

The primary reason for curtailment is not a surplus 


s ti 11۰۰ but a Lack of tunds and a consequent cut 
imposed upon the authorized chaplain strength because of 


mie cms ال‎ ۱۱ military budget voted by Congress. Wren 
Congress Cut the military budgèt itwalso lowered the man- 
power ceiling. Each of the three branches of the Armed 


libid., p. 3. *1ከ19., ኮ. 5. 
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uns የሇጦቭ።ቭ ቭፕህ፡ህ 104064 vith the problem of separating involun- 

፣ ከህከህ፤፤:ገ1፡ of officers to meet their cuts in bud- 

gets and manpower. The chaplains branches, although 

cm pe are still needed, did not escape their cut in 

۳ئ٠٠٠‎ ٣۱۲۰۰ 5 anticipated that the chaplain procure- 

ment program will swing into high gear after January 

17954 since history always has a way of repeating itself. 

Hencesapphicants £0r the Air Force and Army Chaplaincies 

are advised to complete their applications for appoint- 

uud tovanticripate calls to Active Duty afer 1 Jan- 

Dm 517 So whrie procurement of chaplains is currently 

Ne ۲۱۵ Bureau 9۵9۱1۷5 it wise to continue to pro- 

cess applications for ecclesiastical indorsements so as 

lo Pe able to meet the anticipated demands for more chap- 

lains after 1 January. 

is wines in the policies of the military must have been 
made more difficult the dealings of the BSMP with the churches. 
And those swings in policy may help to explain why it was so hard 
to recruit chaplains for the Korean conflict and why so few veter- 
ans returned to duty. Those men who were not in the Reserves and 
Meee involuntarily called up may have stayed out because of their 
memories of what had happened after World War II. Then too, dur- 
۳ ۲۱۱ war years, there had been a great plea for chaplains. 
But as sooń as the war had ended, the need had evaporated by 
dictate of congress, and many men who might have wanted to remain 
en duty could not. They could scarcely be blamed for wanting to 
N a repetition of that trauma. 

Storaasli was greatly concerned about the varying prac- 
tices of the NLC chaplains with respect to their administration 


۳ the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In particular, he had dis- 


Eucred that there was quite a divergence of opinion and 


Te oui, ۲ ۱ لت اک‎ Services to Mi istary Personnel, 
3۳۱ Lutheran Council,’ 24 September 1955, p. 4, Archives 
PE CL. 








practice in the manner of conducting Holy Communion when non- 
Lutherans were admitted to the Lord's Table. 

Novas To ۲۵1 giving offense to non-Lutherans, many 
E chaplains were using the excuse of the exigencies of the 
۲۰.٦۲۹7 to greatly modify the services. They had adapted their 
practices to meet what they thought or claimed were peculiar 
۱۱ ۰:1 6۱2101015۰ But the result, Storaasli felt, was that many 
chaplains had so far departed from the established form of the 
Lutheran Communion Service that it had lost many if not most of 
the earmarks which normally characterize a Lutheran service. 

Storaasli was convinced that was especially true of the 
preparatory portion of the service. 

He had discovered that many chaplains were content to 
merely ۵ئ‎ that anyone who believed in Jesus Christ was in- 
Mo the Lord's Table. Other chaplains omitted any reference 
at all to what constituted "worthiness" of a communion guest and 
ከ ۳9۱۳/0 the elements to all comers regardless of their "be- 
mets Or church affiliation. Some announced that the communion 
۳ ۳ would be celebrated according to the rites and practices 
of the Lutheran Church, while others using the Lutheran Order of 
Service made no mention of the Lutheran Church. Some used the 
meomplete Preparatory Service as practiced by their respective 
church bodies, while others used an abbreviated form of service. 

The only practice which Storaasli found to be common among 
mie Chaplains was the use of the Words of Institution while con- 


Secrating the elements. Even in the mode of distribution he 








mound a tack of uniformity. But this did not disturb him very 
Mem, since he felt that the mode of distribution whether by in- 
memetion or separately was considered a matter of church regu- 
ton or discipline. 

Eod |! that affairs could be set in order if the 
Bureau would make certain recommendations to the chaplains. His 
Suggestions, which he thought the Bureau should adopt, were that 
when a chaplain conducted a communion service in the armed forces, 
he should proceed as follows: 


EN chountmMeparatory to te Communion Service proper 
should announce his Church Affiliation and state that the 
Sommenmonsserviece will be celebrated according to the 
Mires and practices Of thé Lutheran Church. 
u j| i should make Clear to prospective communion 
۳۳۳۳ ۲ ۰1 ۳1۲1 and life requirements which the Luther- 
ከህ ከ!፣፡፡ ከርም essential im order to be @ worthy guest: 

ghe Guest must be baptized. 

es test must be truly repentant. 

tite Guest must believe in Jesus Christ as his‏ ؟ 

Het SONALI Savior. 

E ۱ Guest must believe in the Real Presence. 

€. 1186 Guest must have determination to amend his 

sinful ways. 
3. lO assure himself of the worthiness of the guests the 
uNcppantoshould invariably use a Service of Preparation, 
the ont or short form, commonly used in the Lutheran 
loge hs 


In order that these proposals be implemented, Storaasli 
rested that the Bureau print and distribute to chaplains an 
ST OI Service for Holy Communion in folder form with a nota- 
Bon that 11 ۷۵5 the Order of Service suggested for use by the 
wee chaplains. tle felt that doing so ". . . would not only tend 
٩ ۶0۳91126 uniformity among our chaplains, but perhaps, as im- 


portant, would impress upon the participants the sacred solemnity 


libid., pp. 6-8. 





45 
in ፤ 





mith which the Lutheran Church regards the Sacrament of the 
Altar." 

The BSMP received Storaasli's suggestion favorably and 
E onmended ". . . that a complete order for Holy Communion be 
printed in folder form with the suggestion that it be the form 
used by NLC chaplains in the Armed Forces." 

That recommendation might have seemed to have ended the 
Euer but in fact it did not. Judging by latter reactions by 
Peerdasii, there continued to be a great deal of variation in how 
NLC chaplains administered communion and what they thought con- 
ከከ a Lutheran Communion Service. This issue, highlighted 
by the recommendations of the chaplains, became one of the main 
concerns of Storaasli in his remaining active years of service to 
ie Church. 

The issue is really a fundamental one, because it strikes 
at the heart of how a Lutheran chaplain should conceive of his 
ministry and of how the church understands its beliefs concerning 
Ec Sacrament. Is the chaplain to be a conserver of given stanccs, 
and does he limit his ministry to those who can accept his stance, 
Sî ÎS the chaplain an innovator for the church, piven great free- 
dom in seeking to minister to all sorts and conditions of men? 

To this day the issue has not been resolved, and Storaasli's con- 
Bern that Lutheran chaplains faithfully administer the Sacrament 
Exxcoumundjon according to the practices of the Lutheran Church 15 


still well founded. 


libid., p. 8. “Ibid. 





Storaasli may well have had in mind the words of the Letter 
Na ۱۱۱۲۱ the ELC sent to men being called to be chaplains: 


The Church requires that the chaplain shall be a 
member Ol the clergy of The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and that in the public worship and all ministerial and 
٣۔٠٠٠٦‎ ٦٦٠٦٦٦6٠7۲۹37 7۲417 5 11411 ٭دلا‎ the Rituals and Order 
Of Service approved by The Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
with such modifications as are required and_necessary in 
vice [o the armed forces of our country. 


The question, of course, is, "What are the modifications 


that are required and necessary?" 
Military Chaplaincy Commission 


ህከኔ ቢከ the Church Council of the ELC received a 
petition from a group of seminary seniors that was to bring about 
mm mental change in the church's way of dealing with its chap- 
wes. ihe seniors requested that a committee or board be formed 
which would have the function of calling pastors and seminarians 
EO The Military Chaplaincy. The seminarians gave the following 
reasons for such a requcst: 


1. The present Military expansion demands an increase in 
the services Of Chaplains. 

a «--chureh has a definite obligation to serve those 
who are in the military service and this obligation is 

not being met adequately. 

Under the existine policies of our Church, men often 
feel that they are calling themselves into the Chaplaıney. 
A Call should come from the Church because at present there 
rs doubt in many minds as to whether or not this desire to 
Sone in the Chaplaincy is a valid call. 

4. Because there has been no letter of Call from the 
Church, men who may have a definite confrontation with 

the nced for Chaplains begin to doubt the validity of 
En On especially when they reccive á Call 


1 : 

See sample "Letter of Call" of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Eurch, dated 22 February 1952, in files of the MCC - located in 
the Archives of the ELC. 
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from a congregation. Thus some men who should go into 

uU l j yy may Hot do so. A letter of Call from 

Merc /ካ ስህ heip dispel such unwarranted doubt. 

۳ ۱ ۰۱۱۱ ۱۱۸ Signed the Petition. All but one of 
them would later become chaplains. At least some of them had 
N Service in the Armed Forces in World War II. 

One wonders how much Storaasli had to do with the forma- 
ton and presentation of the Petition. In many ways it certainly 
reflected his concern. Perhaps it was some of these men he had 
MO mind when he had spoken about the matter of the Call to 
the BSMP in October 1951. (See Storaasli's discussion as quoted 
Eon page 100 above.) 

ከ ከ C iurch Gouncil was Certainly responsive to the Seniors ' 
۰۰۰٠۰۰۰٦٦] At their meeting 22 February 1952 they approved a Re- 
wero embodying the gist of the seminaries Petition. The Re- 
 ቢ፡፡ጅ፡፡ ለስከ”ጋማስ ፐር] the Church Council to select from its midst: 

ን ند‎ ۱ ۱ charged with the responsibility of 

av men interested ın this service (the chap- 

۱۳۳ ( ۱۱ issuing Calls in the name of The Evangelical 

(er harch to those they deem fitted and Called of 

God into the Chaplaincy. 4 

The Committee as chosen consisted at first of Dr. V. T. 
۱۲۳۲ ۱/۲, Chairman; Dr. Martin Anderson, and Dr. L. A. Pierson. 


Jordahl had been a chaplain in the Army during World War II; 


۱۳۳ 0 had been an enlisted soldier in World War I. 


military Chaplaincy Commission (1) (From: Minutes of 
፡.ቼ|ጊ Counc? Meeting, 22 February, 1952),"" Archives of the ELC. 
“Military Chaplaincy Commission (2) (From: Minutes of 


Brunch Commceil Meeting, 22 February 1952)," Archives of the ELC. 








The same day the Church Council recommended the estab- 
lishment of the Committec it drew up a sample Letter of Call for 
men it wanted for the chaplaincy. The Letter was to be issued on 
behalf of the Church Council and to be signed by both the Presi- 
Bent and the Secretary of the ELC. 

lE commendation otf the Church Council was accepted by 
E onvention of the ELC meeting in June 1952. The ELC further 
E "ed that pastors give serious consideration to the possi- 
۳۳۲۱۲۱۲۰ of making the chaplaincy their life's calling."? In adopt- 
۳ ۱ modifying the recommendations of the Church Council, the 
Enventrion resolved, in part: 


WHEREAS, Our Church does not have an adequate pro- 
gram for calling men into the chaplaincy of the Armed 
forces or the Veterans Hospitals, and 

WHEREAS, The Military Chaplain has an ambiguous 
INC IN the Church and there is a definite need for 
establishing a closer relationship betwcen the chaplain 
nas Church from the time of entrance into service 
Mas return to the parish ministry, and 

WHEREAS, The Bureau oí Service to Military Chaplains 
Inder tire National Lutheran Council as desirous that our 
Lutheran bodies formulate and establish a policy for call- 
ime Chaplains. 

۵۳٦۲٣۰٣۰٠۰٠٠۱٠۰ ٠٠۰۱۱۷٦٣٦٦ RESOLVED, That the Military Chap- 
۱۳۱۱۲۰ ۰ ۳۱۵ ۵ Ol the Churcl Council of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church be made a permanent committec to be known 
5 Thc Military Chaplaincy Gemmission, whose function 
shall be to procure chaplains for the Armed Forces and 
ame Veterans Hospitals according to the current needs of 
the service, to maintain contact with and to assist such 
chaplains during their period of duty, and to help such 
chaplains return to the parish ministry or allicd work 
when their period of duty is completed; and 

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, That said commission be 
oe dto issue all calls to the military chaplaincy 
and to establish thé necessary relationship with the 


l Military ۱۱۱۹۱۱۲ ۱ ۱ 0۱۱1 9115 - Church Convention - 
meee) Part 1," MCC - Archives of the ELC. 
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۳ ۱ ያ ያነ ፡ ۱۱1۱۱۵1۱191 authorities in coordination with 
ከ፡፡ گ‎ the National Lutheran Council to pro- 
vide the mecessary staff that these responsible min- 
istries may be carried out. 
The establishment of the Military Chaplaincy Commission 
(MCC) by the church was the single most important step taken by 
m@emNLCA/ELC in its relations with its chaplains and the mili- 
۳۲ establishment. By the establishment of the MCC the ELC had 
decisively moved from a posture of responding on a "one-time" 
۱۳ ከሮ needs of the chaplains in a particular crisis sit- 
Matron to a continuing involvement in the armed services of the 
Ed States. Certainly many different people were responsible 
ከ ۱ church taking such an important and historic step. 
۱9۱۱۳۱۱ ۲ 1 35 1 111۲ ۱۱۱6۱۵6 must have been consider = 
۱۲ الا‎ likewisc many pastors who had been former chaplains 
اانا‎ ve played an important role. And veterans, lay and clergy 
ከ ን ን ከ ዱኡ ۱۵ some influence too. But most remarkable of all is 
that it was a small group of senior seminarians whose Petition 
prodded the ELC to take this step. Not to be forgotten or over- 
፡ ከሌል 15 the influence of Malmin. As editor of the church's 
paper, he had been responsible for publicizing much of the work 
۲ ۱ of Chaplains both in World War II and in Korea. 
Mitos one felt that the cstablishment of the MCC 


met a real need in the ELC. In January 1953 he commented on a 


Visit he had had with a chaplain who at the time was unaware of 


l"Military (ipi C y Resolutions = Church Converméion - 
8. )፡ በ111 ስ MCC - Archives o& the ELC. 
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ነ existence of the MCC: 


Some plain words were also spoken regarding the 
relation between the chaplain and his Church. Here we 
561106106 we remember his exact words: "For all my Church 
Tt ልእ፡፡ cunt asm ከ84 Pentecostal, a Pres- 
byterian, or what have you." His complaint is that there 
seem CO be no one ian the Church who is directly respon- 
sible for the welfare of the chaplain. He said that in 
the time since he was recalled into the service, he has 
DoOrencecived ed Single letter from anyone in authority 
in his Church. As for the office of the National Luther- 
an Council which has to do with such things, the connec- 
tion is at best tenuous and formal, having to do chiefly 
Bath reports" and paper work. 

Here the chaplain touches upon a point which has 


long been a matter of concern to not a few. Nor if it 
Gomes to that, is the complaint confined to men who 
Eu tle military Chaplaincy. To a greater or less 


degree 1t applies to all pastors of the Church who are 
called into some specialized ministry of the Church who 
SSE oC لل‎ 1۷ under the supervision of the ELC. But 
it is most serious for the chaplain, who needs so sorely 
۱39 ۱۱۱۷ ۶ an Intimate Connection with his church, his 
fellow pastors, and his synodical superiors. 


۱۲ ۱۱۳۲ later, February 1953, the Church Council, by 
recommendation of the MCC, gave Aasgaard the authority to call 
toas li to be the Director of the MCC. Storaasli was near- 
ing the mandatory retirement age of 65 for members of the staff 
mune NEC. The Letter of Call was dated 20 March 1953, and 
۱۱۱ other things specified that the Director: 


۳ Shall be in Charge of the chaplain procurement 
Prora of the Church. 

۳ ۱ Mcndedvor to foster in the congregations of 

۲ ۲ ۱ grcater interest in and support of the mili- 
tary chaplaincy. 

EE xd rcsent the cause of tle chaplaincy to con” 
ven trons. district, sand circuit meetings, as well as 

۲۳ ۱۱۲ ۱" 01 ۱۱1 24۲101۱5 and related agencies of the 
Church. 

4. Shall serve as liason between seminary students and 
culty in the interest of the Chaplaincy. 


Inpjain Words from a Chaplain" Lutheran Herald 37 (20 
January 1953) :59. 
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as tar aS it is feasible and possible, main- 

۲011 Contact with chaplains on extended active duty 

CW s Iis EO military posts, camps and stations 

at home and abroad, for the purpose of lending en- 

couragement and inspiration to them. 

At last the church was really making a full and complete 
لا‎ 2 supporting its chaplains and maintaining interest in 
miemeontact with them, as well as secking new men for the chap- 
laincy. 

same meeting in February the Church Council dis-‏ )آلا لات 
cussed the question of where men going into the Chaplaincy should‏ 
Eu ከርበ The Council decided that the previous practice of‏ 
ከከ 106001 of the Church ordaining the chaplains at a ser-‏ 
Vee at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis should be main-‏ 
Ead. They felt such a service was a witness to the Church‏ 
ከከ ከው the public. Indeed, during World War II several such‏ 
Ordination services had been pictured on the front page of the‏ 
u rin Herald. But Council did recommend, ". . . that the‏ 
home congregations of the men who will serve as military chap-‏ 
arrange a special recognition service honoring these men.''2‏ ۱۳۱ 

In his "Annual Message to the Church" Aasgaard in the 
Summer of 1953 announced that with the approval of the Church 
Council the Commission had issued a call to Storaasli to become 
the Director of the MCC.? 

luphe Military Chaplaincy Commission," Report with pen- 


ከከ በ 1. ር ብር 1954, Archives of the ELC. 


¿"Military Chaplaincy Commission (From: Minutes of Church 
ዌር ۱۱۵۵ ۱5 2 February 1953); Archives of the LLC. 


"Excerpt for President's Annual Message to Church - 
Soom ine Midmtary Cheplaincy,'’ Archives of the ELC. 








Perhaps by having the MCC instead of himself issue the 
ES as had been Originally by the Church Council, Aasgaard 
wanted to emphasize the important place the MCC held in the 
Pilli Chi's structure. 

TENS micust 1953 Issue of the Lutheran Herald, in an 
Ile entitled "ELC Chaplaincy Commission," announced that 
Storaasli had accepted the call. The article also revealed that 
muUis he had been granted the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Kun (y Dy Luther College, from which school he had graduated 
in 1911.1 

u 15 ከበ 1954 meeting the Church Council 
adopted a resolution of support for Storaasli and the MCC. The 
۱۳۳۱۱ Urged pastors, members and congregational auxiliary or- 
EM L IOS tO Maintain every contact possible with the people 
im the military services and their chaplains and it asked the 
Church, both corporately and as individual members, to give the 
people in the services the sustaining power of their combined 
peers. What a change and contrast this must have been for 
mo asli, who for so many years had been the church's lone and 
ክክ ስ Chaplain: The Council also resolved: 

usc rNeSsLvaneseeldluacal Lutheran Church is represented 

in the military services of our country with a growing 

r well trained, consecrated and zealous military 

chaplains; and | 

| ህየ our military chaplains have unselfishly, fear- 

EN ጅጅ eroically, without thought of reward, faced 

hardship, sufferings and the danger of violent death in 

order to bring the strengthening and comforting message 


of the Prince of Peace to the armed forces on land, sea 
and air, at home and abroad; 


lLutheran Herald 37 (18 August 1953):748. 





therefore 

BESTFIERESOLVED, that we give God thanks for His great 
work through these servants of His; and BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Church sustain them by deed and prayer 
dnd that it provide every facility for rehabilitation 
upon the return of these chaplains and their wives and 
1211165 to civilian life, 


Matter beginning his work as director of the MCC, 
Feoraas]ı sent a memo to all ELC chaplains on active duty. 
After introducing himself and his new office, he discussed the 
0 |] ۱ 9۱۱5۱۱1۲ between thé MCC of the ELC and the BSMP of the NLC: 


The establishment of this office no wise alters 
arre le tionship to the Bureau of Service. This office 
nota substitute for that of the Bureau of Service. 

መ ጢን ን ንንያፕ፣ ስትን ን you as an ELC chaplain this office will 
serve as a Clearing House for any particular problems 

you may have as a member of the ELC which you feel should 
be submitted to rt before submitting it to the Bureau of 
service, and as an Information Center for any information 
pels c pertaining to your church, or other agencies 
thereof. 

nuc Chaplain, and I, as Director, will need to 
watch our step lest you on the one hand fall into the 
toro lo contusing this office, its duties and functions 
With those of the Bureau of Service, and I on the other 
lin commit the error of 015006 the perogatives which 
۲ ۱ ۱۱۳1 961018 to the Bureau. 


In the same memo Storaasli announced that the new secre- 
8 ህህ በከር ከ5 ሠ would be Chaplain Engebret 0. Midboe.? Midboe, 
IDE pastor, had served as an Army chaplain both during a part 
Moria War II, seeing duty from 1945-1946, and also during the 


attair, serving from 1951 to 1954.‏ .۰۰۰ئ۳ 


l"Resolutions Relative to the Military Chaplaincy Commis- 
!ا لاا‎ ስ Council, 18 February 1954, MCC - Archives of the 
¿HO 


“Director, Military Chaplaamey Commission, to All ELC 
Chaplains on Extended Active Duty, May 1954, MCC - Archives of 
fives ELC. 


Ibid. 
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Although at the beginning thc rclationship betwcen 
Storaasli and Midboe may have been quite agrecable, it was to 
become quitc tense before Storaasli retired at the cnd of 1960. 

It was remarkable that in choosing Midboe to head thc 
ETT ከር NLC had chosen another ELC man. For the fourth time 
۱ ۱۱۱۱۲ 595۷61 years the NLC had chosen an ELC person to mediate 
the relationship betwcen the member churches of the NLC and the 
military. First Larsen had done so in World War I days; thon 
Just before, during and for a short while after World War 11 
uus ser had had the job; Storaasli had been in the position 
che formation Of the BSMP until a year after the ELC had cs- 
tablished its own Commission, and now Midboe was to take over 
۲۰۰٠٠٢٢ in the BSMP. 

E xcrthoot note'xs that over the years the NLCA/ELC 
had greatly expanded its own means of dealing with the chaplains 
meine military. With Storaasli as the director of its own MCC 
the ELC had a man who possibly knew more than anyone elsc in the 
C ۱۱ inner workings both of the NLC and the military. 

Not long after beginning his work in the MCC, Storaasli 
wrotc a paper in which he included a report on the activitics of 
mé Oi the ELC's chaplains. 

The number of opportunities presented our chaplains 

۳ ۳ a ۲۲۸۵ contributions will vary according to 

their duty assignments. Not all assignments offer cqual 

opportunities. Much depends upon the nature and size of 
the military establishment and its particular mission. 

[1 ) Dye sone of our ELC chaplains is currently on 

[ከ ሥርየ በሠ 1 ስበህ center whére only the sky is the 


| በ ses far as opportunities wre concerned and where 
human limitations only curtail the extcnt and scope of 
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his spiritual ministry. This chaplain in one month con- 
imc ۱۳ ۰۱۵ ال‎ Protestant Church Services and 8 special 
Bienen Church Services, He had two Religious Instruction 
Classes with an attendance of 744; conducted 12 choir re- 
hersals; visited the hospital 4 times and the Guard llouse 
Dec Letters to congregations; 16 letters to next 
Of kin; 47 letters to Lutheran personnel; made 2 regular 
pastoral calls and 9 pastoral calls of condolence; gave 8 
te nacion 1alks to Recruits; 17 Character Guidance Lec- 
tures; showed 8 religious films; conducted 1054 interviews 
with incoming and outgoing military personnel; 118 spirit- 
ual interviews; 58 marital; 26 welfare and 109 miscell- 
aneous ones. Called on 7 civilian clergyment in the 
Mearbywelty; Visited 2 Civilian churches; visited the 
local Lutheran Service Center twice; attended 14 staft 
meetings; attended 8 official base events and 5 social 
events. ihe total contacts made by this one chaplain 

۱۳۱ 5 ۱ ۰۱0111۳61 in a month was over 15,000. I might 
nomen that 4 Of his weekly Sunday services for the Lu- 
tiéran personnel are held at the early hour of 7:00 in 

the morning. Since he began this early Lutheran Service 
his weekly attendance at the two Sunday Lutheran Services 
is around 550. The spiritual impact made by the church 

ሣህ ፡ CUS onezeliaplain's activities can only be con- 
jectured. If the same opportunities were available to 

ali the other ELC chaplains I do not doubt but with one 

۳ ۳ exceptions, they too would measure up to the spirit- 
ual challenge set before them.?l 


One may suspect that Storassli had much to do with an 


announcement that appeared in the church paper late in 1954. The 


۳۲۱۱ 1 Lutheran Union Church of Stanton, North Dakota, by unani- 


mous vote of the congregation, was sending $350 of its mission 


festival offering to the ELC Military Chaplaincy Commission with 


3 ۱ 99108 that it be used to set up a chaplain's library 


project. 


A less pleasant piece of business for the MCC that year 


SET Alou when it had to withdraw the Ecclesiastical 


Istoraasli, alo 111110... p. 11. 


Lutheran Herald 38 (2 November 1954):1012. 





Indorsement of a chaplain. The MCC met with him, but after much 
۱۱ ۰ ۱1118 ۰ found that he no longer held the doctrinal position 
Eu LuherancChurch on the Lord's Supper. The chaplain ". 
Submitted his resignation from the Ministerium of ELC effective 
on the date of his final separation from the military sorvice,"l 
which apparently took place the same year. So far as can be de- 
termined, that was the only instance of such a thing happening 
during the time Storaasli was director of the MCC. No doubt it 
strengthened Storaasli's resolve to insist that ELC chaplains 
hold to a proper Lutheran doctrine of and practice of administer- 
ine the Sacrament of the Altar. 

Thus, by the end of 1954, even though the tensions of 
the Korean War were subsiding slightly, the ELC had taken its 
Brest step in Committing itself to an ongoing interest in the 
۱۱۳۳۳ affairs Of the United States. The ELC had accepted 
the fact that. the chaplaincy was a permanently needed institution 
EwdEone worthy of and needing its support. 

The support was not universal within the church and did 
أن‎ ۱۲ all at once. During the first months of the MCC's ex- 
istence, it must have seemed as though such support was very thin 
0 ٤ 

But even so, as het examined the record of the MCC, Stor- 
aasli was not willing to abandon the fundamental principle he 


held concerning a man's call to the chaplaincy: 


l'Minutes of the Military Chaplaincy Commission," 1954, 
eS Archives of the ELC. 
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۱۱۱۱۱۱۱۱ ۱ 111 principle oí our procurement pro- 
٣٠٠۰٠٠٠٠٠۰۳٣ tO Secure the best qualified and spirit- 
لازنا‎ ۶ ۱ ۳۳ candidates rs predicated on the assump- 
oN NINE UOC, InN the final analysis, must call the 
individual. 

Unless a chaplain candidate 1s convinced in his 
heart that God wants him in the chaplaincy - we cannot 
Io come nto the Chaplaincy. When the Direc- 
tor's counsel and advice is sought by a candidate he 


has but one advice to give him: "Do the thing which 
he for conscience sake toward God dare not refuse to 
do. 


Experience has proved again and again that the 
chaplain who does not possess this conviction of 'being 
Greedy Goa , Cannot endure to the full extent of his 
capacity the spiritual and mental hardships 1 uently 
encountered in the military chaplaincy. 


Succeeding years have proven in full measure the wisdom 


EN Uoraasli's advice and principle. 


lrbid., p. 6. 








CHAPTER SIX 
COLD WAR - COLD PEACE (1955-1960) 


Although people would later consider the years of the 
presidency of Eisenhower a time of prosperity and peace, in 
fact there were many "small" wars and near-wars. A truce had 
been obtained in Korea, but even so men continued to be killed 
and wounded there. The casualties came not from big battles, 
Meon repeated truce violations. Even today it is not known 
to what extent American forces were already involved in Viet 
Nam. Although not directly involved in a military way, Ameri- 
eamomwere certainly affected by the abortive attempt of the 
British and French to seize the Suez Canal. And many Americans 
٦۳۰۰٦٦ 1 apony as the Hungarians unsuccessfully sought to 
throw out their Russian Oppressors. 

ri ias (years ot Its existence, the ELC found it- 
r ۱۱۲1 to chaplains and the armed forces of the United 
States through two different groups - through its own Military 
Chaplaincy Commission, directed by Gynther Storaasli, and through 
me bureau Of Service to Military Personnel of the National Lu- 
theran Council, whose executive secretary was Engebret Midboe. 
Both men were former chaplains; both were pastors of the ELC. 


!tothemend of the cra, as the ELC was planning for its 








۳۳۱ ۰ 191 11 Elle new American Lutheran Church, the president 
Of the ELC raised the question of whether or not the new church 
would continue to need both groups. The answer he received was 
overwhelmingly in the affirmative. The work done by both had 
ሙን ን ስሌጤ justification for their continuance. 

Mieretore, in order to understand the cra, it is nec- 
essary to consider separately the history of each agency, the 
aU of Service to Military Personnel, and the Military Chap- 


laincy Commission. 
Bureau of Service to Military Personnel 


۱۶۱ 5 25311 07 1955, Midboe announced to the BSMP that: 


Procurement for the active duty Army and Navy 
Ehaplaincey Services has been virtually halted because 
Sietie Shrinkage of the Army and the overage of Luth- 

«* chaplains on Active Duty in the Navy. All cells 
to Extended Active Duty from these two services are 
being extended to pastors who have a Reserve Commission 
gg wresult of their aceeptance thereof while in the 
Seminary programs. It is believed that this arrangc- 
ment is ideal from the churchs' point of view, for it 
not only prepares them for both the civilian parish 
ministry and the military or naval chaplaincy, but also 
pines then a chance to serve in a parish as Reserve 
Loc. chaplains before being called to Extened Active 
Duty. 


۱۰ 1۲ ned out at least for the ELC in the years of 
Maas era, 1955-1960, except for one year (1957) far more men 
entered the chaplaincy directly from the seminary than from 
time parish ministry (see Table 1). 


boenen on to Say regarding the Air Force, that 





l'Pyoposed Agenda, Bureau of Service to Military Per- 
Somnel, National Lutheran Council," 11 October 1955, Archives 
ot CL. 








BN De cause Of its current expansion, large number of 
younger Chaplains desiring separation, and the absence of a sem- 
Matan program, goes begging for Lutheran Chaplains." 

Midboe had spoken of the Reserves. This was to be a new 
and signiticant factor in the church's relationship with the 
military. After both World War I and World War II the Reserves 
I cars had consisted primarily of veterans. It is true that 
in the years preceeding World War II a number of men had joined 
the Reserves. But one suspects that in most cases then the mo- 
ከ ን ۱ been economic, as the nation was in the throes of the 
Wepmession. Before 1940, and the establishment of national con- 
scription, although a number of NLCA men had joined the Reserve 
Chaplaincy, very few had actually come on active duty. 

But in 1955 Midboe saw a new situation arising: 

۳ ۳ ۱۱ the advent of some type ot Reserve 
cS ۳۰۱191 at its March meeting, the Bureau 
٣۰٠٢٠٠٢٣٢٣٣۶٣ ٦١۶٦٠٦٣۹٣ ل>‎ ۲۱٤۷562ء‎ ۶۲3۶(7 to publicize the 
need for chaplains in the National Guard, the Army 
Reserves, the Air National Guard, the Navy Reserves, 

BIS ፣!፣ O Reserves and the Civil Air Patrol. In- 

formation concerning the current chaplain vacancies in 

these organizations was gathered and disseminated to 

the Church and Synod Presidents. A very favorable re- 

sponse to this part-time chaplaincy has been forthcoming. 
The churches from now on would increasingly be concerned in a 
two-fold way with the military and the chaplains. The one con- 
cern would be with active duty personnel and needs; the othor 


ncs would involve those who would continue their civilian 


pursuits but who would nevertheless be obligated to the 


libid. MPO 


+. 
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military in some fashion. For many this would mean taking time 
2 0 attend a weekly or week-end drill and once a ycar leav- 
ing to go to a two-week military exercise. The really new 
factor would be that many of those in the reserves would never 
8 ٩ on active duty. The military chaplaincy could now be looked 
fumes a part-time job for civilian clergy. 
In 1955 concerns were once again voiced about the status 
Of Chaplains at the service academies. At the Army's institu- 
ከይ west Point, for years civilian Episcopalian clergymen had 
I ited at services in the chapel and conducted the religious 
am. Other church bodies, including the Lutherans, had ob- 
ከህ n the past to this practice, but to no avail. One so- 
Sh proposed had been to have Active Duty Chaplains, not ex- 
لا اللا‎ Episcopalian, on a regular basis, serve the Academy. 
٣۰۲٦۲ء‎ 825112 385 told: 
The present leadership at the Academy is not 
amendable to having Active Duty Chaplains assigned 
for administering the religious program. 
ناد لكل‎ ሮስ! ዕብ to the problem 1s to alter 
basic legislation initiated during the last session 
of Congress, namely, to change the Chaplaincy from a 
puns Civilian’ ministry to that of regularly comm- 
15510160 Army Chaplains. 
1115 biil newer got beyond the Committee rooms 
this past session. The General Commission has taken 
an active interest in this case and has been promised 
to be alerted when it comes up for discussion. 
The same year, at the Navy's Academy, Annapolis, matters took 


a different twist. The Navy did have Active Duty Chaplains 


serving the Academy. But when a Methodist chaplain was to 
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፡፡፡፡ጅ፡፡ ነር there, who happened to be Episcopalian, he was 
informed that he could not conduct the worship services accord- 
En ۵ hrs Methodist usages, but would have to use the Episcopal 
enuey. He thereupon turned down the orders. "To make a long 
story short, this matter was brought to the attention of Bishop 
Oxnam, the Chairman of the Methodist Commission on Chaplains, 
Who is currently making overtures to Bureau of Naval Personnel 
ሠ | 11106 211 explanation for the alleged flaunting of the prin- 
ENUESf equal rights of religious denominations."l In this 
case Midboe suggested that the BSMP address a resolution to the 
General Commission, which had solicited its opinion and was con- 
٣۰٠۰٦٠٦٠۰ ٠۲۶۲٦۷٠ Annapolis matter. The form of the resolution which 
Midboe suggested was: 
٣٠٠٠٠ ٦٦٦ ds we dO iN the separation of Church 

and State and that every religious denomination has 

Cu ۰ ۱۳۱۲ 5 and privileges under the Constitution and 

the Laws of the United States, and, thereíore, also 

K ۱۱۱ ۱۳۱۱۵ 1 015 ot the Military Services of this 

EU the Bureau of Service to Military Personnel of 

the National Lutheran Council, hereby affirms its con- 

viction that the assignment of Chaplains to the United 

States Naval Academy should be made without respect to 

denomination and without any restrictions on the form 

of worship to be followed. 

moc IEICE that It was absolutely essential that he or 
a representative of the BSMP make field visitations. Other de- 


nominations were doing so. But more importantly, the value of 


euch trips, he maintained, is that it: 


libid., p. 5. Ibid. 








es EAC Chaplain an opportunity to contact his 
commander both in the preparation for the visit, during 
«51 በ and sometimes following it. 

b. Gives the Secretary the opportunity to see where the 
mI Chaplain 1s operating, what facilities are 
furnished him to carry out his program, what command 
backing and leadership is forthcoming, what guidance 
from supervisory chaplains is in evidence. 

ሰጠ ክ. ፡ the Secretary the opportunity to gauge the 
rapport which the chaplain enjoys with his commander, 
his fellow-chaplains, his service congregation. 


And also late in 1955 the BSMP voted: 

Matias letter be directed from the Bureau to the Chief 

٣۰٠٠۰٠٠٦٦٦٦٣٦۹٠٢ of Naval Personnel decrying the Chapel 

Situation which exists at Kaneohe Marine Base, T. H., 

MoC oura ping the practice of giving Chaplains at 

envy 5221011 a place on planning boards when the build- 

ing of Naval and Marine Installations are contemplated. 2 

Thus it can be seen that by the end of 1955 the BSMP had 
concerned itself about matters ranging from the assignment and 
۱۳ በዕ. chaplains at the service academies to the construction 
pels on military installations. 

A year later the BSMP heard that an apparently harmon- 
10us resolution had been given to the Annapolis matter, and 
that recently assigned chaplains to that academy were of the 
Congregational Christian and Presbyterian churches.” 

The Reserve program had become more important. Even 
rough the Air Force would not accept a man directly into Active 
Duty - he had to wait in the Reserves until a denominational 


quota became available for him - the BSMP did not want to give 


Bheompression tliat ho chaplains were needed for active duty. 


11ከ30,, p. 10. “Ibid. 


proposed Agenda, Bureau of Service to Military Person- 
۱ 15ل[‎ 11 Lutieran Council," 2 October 1956, Archives of CL. 
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If the door has been slammed completely shut, it is 

one of the most difficult hurdles to overcome when 

۲ 2 ۱ 011611 5 ۳116 up. Word gets around and it 

takes about a year to build up a consciousness of the 

need in the minds of the pastors at large.1 

As for the chaplains who were on active duty, Midboe 
ጩክ ۲۱۸۱۲ one of the biggest problems for them, and especially 
for those who had to move often and who were limited in the 
amount of materials that they could take with them was that of 
B. keeping informed and edified by way of good reading." 
Midboe was thinking of following the example of some other 
Protestant denominations. He was considering the possibility 
uji ne books ". . . on a weekly or bi-weekly basis to all 
Euechaplains throughout the world." 

.!፣፡|፣፡፡| heard of this idea and acted on it. As long 
as he was the head of the MCC, he sent out a book each month 
NI active duty ELC chaplains. 

The question of how to report pastoral acts was becoming 
a more urgent one. Midboe and the chaplains were coming more 
More. to realize that there were a large number of service 
families who had become completely cut off from any civilian 
Ec 10... “Since they had no home except in the military, 
there was no denomination to which pastoral acts done for them 
۳۳ و‎ 10۵۲ ۰ Some of the chaplains attempted to solve 
mis problem by sénding all their pastoral acts of this nature 


to one church with whom they had made a special agreement in 


ees regard. But if the pastor left, the chaplain, not knowing 


11510., ኮ. 3. ¿Ibid., p. 6. Ibid. 





of the change, would continue sending the reports and problems 
would develop. In order to deal with the problems, Midboe sug- 


gested that: 


T x Besitz in churches,ın each of the partici- 
pating bodics be designated as repositorics for thesc 
nil CTS until such a time when a particular family 
ከ ን ንን ስ ህር the service and to make application for 
membership in a local congregation at which time these 
Pastoral acts could be withdrawn from the files of that 
church and transferred to the congregation of their 
choicc.l 


Thinking of the foregoing and of thc need to keep chap- 
Eu md conpregations in touch with each other and the pres- 


Sures encountcred by chaplains to forego their denominational 


| 


identies, Midboe said: 


When the chaplain comes to his first assignment he finds 
aschapel fully accoutcred with all the appointments 
even to the communion service elements which have been 
Pewee Or ont of public funds. When he turns to the 
Hymnary he finds a book which has been planned, edited, 
IN URE process ot Dcing re-edited, by the Ser - 
vices themselves and paid for by public funds. When 

it comes to the form of worship there is a tremendous 
Pressure towards a General Protestant Service almost to 
p a chussou of a denominational emphasis and the hold- 
5 ۱۱۱۱۱۱۱۵ ۱۰19۱۳9 services. There is almost a 
pattern being established of a service for the Army, 
Navy or Air Force. When it comes to pastoral acts (as 
we have stated before), there is a growing number of 
people who do not want their names and their baptisms 
and confirmations referred to a civilian congregation, 
but prefer rather to have these acts inscribed in the 
local chapel. There have been chaplains who have been 
confronted with the idea and they have been told that 
they were not preaching according to the "Army, Navy, 
3 ۱ ፎሔሮከ ህያ) ۱۱۳ 191۲ Tor all practical purposes a 
service church is developing which is doing everything 
NX ccxospt trai ing^and ordeaininp clergymen. 
prosint of view of some of the Churches this is 
regarded as a serious drift. From the above statements 
Micappears that a greater emphasis should bé given to 
attempt to keep the chaplains and service people in 


libid., pp. 9-10. 








touch with the congregations.? 

To help meet the threat of a "service church" Midboe 
suggested that ". . . calls and visitations should be made at 
mimebases whether there are Lutheran Chaplains assigned or not 
in order that we may let the Command and the Chaplain assigned 
c aware that we are concerned about Lutheran coverage and 
ERI rt appears necessary we might encourage an Auxiliary 
Chaplain status from some civilian pastorate in the nearby 
community." 

In the mid-fifties the BSMP began to prepare a manual 
Bosse by Lutheran chaplains. From time to time the BSMP was 
NCEE Ol its progress. For example, in April, 1958, ". 
the staff was asked to make further evaluation of the format 
D ntents, to rewrite, and in unofficial consultation with 
Mopar ticipating bodies to receive their reactions in order 
that a document might be presented at the Spring meeting.''> 

Word of Midboe's implied criticism of the military with 
respect to the danger of "service churches" had somehow become 
muse skuowledegee and had elicited a strong reaction. A sub- 
monmngsbeecofothe BSMP subsequently had to prepare a defense of 
EE rarements and did so. The" sub-committee's Statement ended 


by saying, in part: 


31014. , pall 
“Ibid. 
"Proposed Agerda, Bureau of Service to Military Person- 


۱۳ aPrcnbstheran Council," 16 April 1958, p. 2, Archives of 
CL. 
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We affirm our conviction that the military chap- 
| ”.ር፡ክ M ۰۱ ۱۷۲ only when it safleguards the right 
of the individual chaplain to maintain his spiritual 
and confessional integrity and to minister faithfully 
goccewmding to thc tenets of his church. We believe 
that this enhances rather than diminishes, his effec- 
tiveness in ministering to all who come under his 
Spiritual care. 


lu er or 1955 Mrdboe wrote, in a typical fashion, 


ወጠ oung Lutheran attending the Army's Chaplain School: 

"t: the military chaplaincy can be one of the 
uM candgcErustratong ministories. If the chap- 
lain sits around waiting for the people to come to him 
he will likely be sadly disillusioned. On the other 
hand, he can become so busy with a hundred little de- 
۱۳۰ ت۱۱‎ may make little difference as far as the 
Kingdom is concerned - s. 2 

Somewhere betweon these ር [0:5 an honese, 
dedicated, service where it dares to cut mercilessly 
through the maze of non-essential trivia and sees in 

| uu ortocus the Lord's business in direct contact with 
| sinful human beings who need to hear the good news of 
a loving heavenly Father's personal concern for them 
iT imc ind cternity. ¢ 


x The next year Midboe urged the same man: 


| If you ever have opportunity during your travels 
 " ዜ ከ [6] (ር«ዩ where the Church is at work, please let 
lj oi Cory with pictures, if possible. Publicity 
of this kind ties the work of the Chaplain intimately 
with the on-going work of the Church and shows in a 
very dramatic way his broad concern for the welfare 

ol all people everywhere. 


Mi ፡ ٠۱۱٣٠1 attending a religious retreat in 


Kaiserslautern, Germany, recommended to the Armed Services 


libid., "Exhibit A, Statement Prepared by Bureau Sub- 
Committee after Studying Reactions to the Bureau's Annual Report 
ቨ ከ ፡ ፡ ۳ 4. Bureau of Service to Military Personnel, 
Tees of CL. 


^Midboe ٠۰۰٠٠٠٠ ,۰۰ء بج‎ 20 Augwst 1958; p. P. Blucler filc, 
DSMP - LUCUSA. 


3Midboe to Blucher, 13 March 1959, D. P. Blucher file, 
DSMP = 5۰ 





ç 1 


as 4 





mE 





mission, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, and the BSMP that 
the two groups study: 


ne establishment of Lutheran military parishes 
golipr sing the equivelant of a Lutheran military dis- 
en such ecclesiastical enabling legislation 
as may be necessary to insure 
9 ۱۱ efrective excercise of the dual Authority 
of the Keys among service-connected Lutherans. 
۳ ۱1 Systematic referral of Lutheran candidates, 
catechumens, and faithful, with particular refer- 
chh tO overS5Sea circumstances. 
2. A common English text of the Lutheran symbols, hym- 
۲۰٠٠٦٦٦٦٦٣٢٢ lectionary and ritual. 
5. A Lutheran concept of religious retreats for: 
a. Lutheran pastors, with particular reference 
combutheran military chaplains. 
b. Lutheran laymen, with particular reference 
CO ervice=-connectted Lutlheräns. 
4. Ihe furtherance of fraternal association on the part 
o ۱۱۳۱۲۱ 21 Chaplains and families. 


۱ During this era, especially nothing came of these pro- 
posals. But now, 1977, work on number 2 above has nearly been 
Ste ted by the major Lutheran bodies in the United States. 
One wonders how much of that work came about because of just 
“emp eoposals made by the chaplains. For some years past, 
number 3 above has been a reality in, at least, Europe, where 
لا ا‎ ን Chaplains and service lay people have had a yearly Lu- 
theran retreat. Proposal lb has been worked at with varying 
degrees of success. Proposal la has been largely ignored and 
ተርነር Proposal 4 has often been a joyous reality, although 
highly dependent on individual personalities and circumstances. 

In 1959, indicative of how thoroughly involved the 


umuseMebad become in the affairs of the military chaplaincy 


l"Proposed Agende, Bureau of Service to Military Person- 
٣۰٠۰ cou sbuteran Council, Exhibit C," 350 September 1958, 
Er Archives of CL. 
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program and the work of chaplains in military, it was an- 
ን ۱ to the BSMP that Dr. Richard Evenson, Executive Secre- 
ከ or Parish Education of the ELC, had been nominated to the 
E ment of Defense ". . . as a Lutheran Consultant on Rce- 
ligious School Curricula studying materials to be used in Re- 
Me Tous schools in the Armed Forces." He was accepted and be- 
came one of seven consultants who made a study of the materials 
available from all Protestant denominations in the United 
States for possible incorporation into the Unified Plan used 
۱۲ ۱ Armed Forces. He participated in what is an annual event, 
ل‎ |] ነህ Material from Protestant publishing concerns is consid- 
ered every year on a continuing basis for use in the Armed 
Forces. 

The matter of the Chaplains Manual came up again in 
۱۲۲ this time considerable controversy had arisen over 
iI proposed features of it, particularly the section deal- 
DD TT Communion practices. It was felt the matter needed 
۳۲۲۲ [ከ ር ው discussion: 

| ከ1] ከ101 Granskou, Secretary of the Committee 

on Theological Cooperation, has been working with mem- 

ን ሱቢትቢ፡ የ ፡ ፡በጠቤ]!1ር66 ره‎ 2 statement concerning Com- 

munion practices in the Armed Forces. Pastor Granskou 

will be at the Bureau Meeting to share with the Committee 

members the latest draft statment of the Committee 

During conversations with reference to the manual 


audetheé statement on Communion practices, Tt was pro- 
] ሠመጩጠ إلا‎ .. EF. A. Schiotz, President of the Evangelical 


3172080560 Agenda, Bureau of Service to Military Person- 
3ح۱٠‎ ۱٠۹٦۰۱٦٦٦۰ Council," 13 Oaeitobers 1959, p. 8, Archives 
OFCL. 
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Lutheran Church, that a joint meeting of all committees 
ia icatn Bodies of the National Lutheran 
ee را‎ held to afford opportunity to air this whole 
1 ۱1 
A joint Lutheran Lay and Chaplain Retreat was held for 
ከ first time at Berchtesgaden, Germany, May 16-20, 1960. 
Nu uscbefore, in the late forties, Professor Howard Hong of 
at College had held retreats for Displaced Persons at 
Same Spot. It had become an Armed Forces Recreation Center, 
Mabe for all members of the United States Armed Forces in 
۱ 0114 their dependents. Some of the facilities were those 
uriy used by Hitler and members of the Nazi party as a moun- 
tarn retreat in the Bavarian Alps. In 1959 the Commander of 
ا‎ 11 12010695 135 General Lauris Norstad. He was the brother 
of F. M. Norstad, who had been an ELC Navy chaplain in World War 
II, and was also himself a member oi the ELC. He was invited to 
come to the Retreat. 
Bete end OL the fifties member churches of the NLC 
s i] advanced in the planning that would lead to the for- 
ስከ ንክ) ንወ ሰህን new large Lutheran church bodies - the new Ameri- 
u 2 Church, formed in 1960 by the merger of the old 
ከ 8 ይ. !ከርፐ28 Church, the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and the ELC; and the Lutheran Church in America, formed in 1962 


by the merger of the United Lutheran Church in America, the 


Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Amcrican 


1 proposed ends ۲۱۱1 ۵ ال‎ s wIVIGEe to Military Person- 
۳۳ ۳ ۱۱ ۲ ۱ ۵ 91961 11 Council," 26 April 1960, p. 1, Archives 
SCL: 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church, and the Augustana Evangelical Lu- 
Meran Church. The only member churches of the NLC not included 
in these mergers were the Lutheran Free Church, which became a 
۳ Of the ALC in 1965, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Canada, which became a separate body in 1966, but which had 


SN a district of the old ELC. 

ihe prospect of these mergers raised again the question 
E necessity for the existence of the NLC. By this time 
it was not doubted that some sort of organization that would 
enable Lutherans to work together on projects of common inter- 
est was needed; what was questioned was what sort of shape such 
an Organization should take. Thus the BSMP had to face the 
001651011 01 what sort of future it faced, and what would its 
recommendations be. 

In defense of the need for its existence and indeed of 
m j for an Upgrading in its status, the BSMP pointed out, 
mis rt, that 


۱ <<  . . here dealing with an agency which 
n lonsorehastory of successful inter-Lutheran co- 
operation than any other. Its service, once thought 
Ol as ah activity which could presently be discontinued, 
has remained as an obligation of the Participating 
Bodies to the present day. ۱ 

Tire necessity of almost daily Contact 87 ۶ "٘ 7٤ 
of the Church agencies with one or the other of the 
offices of the rapidly changing Armed Forces requires 
the maintenance of central oftices closcly related to 
then. : 
۱۱۱۱ 0۲11۳2۲101 once Weld that the work of tive 
Bureau might prove to be only temporary has entirely 
disappeared. Two and one half million men (and women) 
11 ۰ ۰ ۲ an uniforms. An additional one million of 
their dependents still live on or mear military in- 
stallations in the United States and many foreign 
countries 





———— 





እ] ከ1015 related to a world-wide ministry 

performed by two hundred and twenty active-duty chap- 

1115. E 

Conscious that its own history needed to be written, in 
1960 the BSMP asked Storaasli to do the job. lle replied that 
he did not feel capable for such a task, but suggested as sources 
p cssely those materials used in this thesis. He also indi- 
cated that he was compiling such materials for the MEC. 

In 1960 the matter of providing a satisfactory religious 
usan at West Point was still not settled. Several approaches 
were being made to the authorities to change the direction and 
Operation of the program. One attempt was being made to bring 
ENDE በ የ2 under the supervision of the Chief of Chaplains; 
Tm Other was an attempt to make it possible for Lutheran Cadets 
EN "tend a church of their choice in lieu of the general ser- 
vice at the Academy. The approaches were being made, among 
NIS, by the General Commission on Chaplains, by the conver- 
ከ 880105 being carried on by the President of the National Lu- 
ከ በ Council and by Midboe to the Chief of Staff of the United 


States Army. In latter years the matter finally wound up on 


NI Ecourts. Ihe Lutheran churches were successful parties to 


a suit that sought to eliminate compulsory chapel attendance at 


Report of the Special Committee on Preliminary Study 
che Operations and Organization of the NLC, Bureau ol Scr- 
meee to Military Personnel," Arichives of CL. 


Zu Agenda, Bumeau om Seuviee to MPlite@ry Pcrsonnel, Wa- 
cn Council, Exhibit H, Excerpts from Chaplain 
auper," 4"October 1960, Archives of CL. 


"Minutos, Buséedu ol Service ito Military Personnel, 
۱۱۳۰ ۱ ۵ ۱ ۱۱۱ Council," 4 October 1960, p. 13, Archives of 
C. 
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mc service academics. 

DN xr xdrew to a Close, the BSMP was facing a 
00 || [156 10 1۳۲۵ continued existence, yet was able to point 
ጠሽ Continually growing and significant involvement in the 
۳ ۵ thé military, particularly relating to chaplains, 
on Behalf of the churches. It had also been one of the pri- 
۳ ۲ means by which the chaplains had related to the churches 
and by which the churches had become aware of the needs of the 
chaplains and those who served in the armed forces of the 


United States. 
Military Chaplains Commission 


IE سا‎ 580222511 began his first full year of Service 
as Director of the Military Chaplains Commission of the Evan- 
Fen] Lutheran Church. 

Early that ycar a complaint had come to him concerning 
theskands of questions that were being asked of seminarians 
applying for admission into the Navy's Ensign Probationary Chap- 
۱۳ ۵۲ ۱۱۱۵۲1 seminarians interested in the Navy's program 
had been interviewed by a Reserve Chaplain who had asked them 
ener attitude would be toward administering Holy Com- 
inten £6 non-Lutheran personnel and whether they would use 
wine or grape juice in their communion services. The candidates 
haa been left with the impression that a firm stand in denomin- 
Borna comvıetsons and practices might be detrimental to favor- 


ከበሮው! کات‎ ON ۱۱۵ 11 application. 








Storaasli had objected vigorously to the Navy. Shortly 
Nu ucatrer the Navy's Chief of Chaplains, RADM E. B. Harp, 
s tO CAPT M. Tl. Twitchell, who was the active duty chap- 
lain responsible for such interviews in the area, and repeated 


the Navy's policy on the matter: 


As you know, the policy of the Corps and the official 
necp) ron Of the Navy require that a chaplain uphold 
enestemets and practice of his Church, Any impression 
to the contrary is not in the best interest of the 
Navy and our Corps. 


ከ፡።ፕ ”ቭፐስ ስ ስ ore are requested to instruct all chaplains 
whose services are utilized in interviewing applicants 
۱۱۳۲ ۰۱۵5 the Ensign Probationary Program of the 
Marny Chat they inform the applicants of the 
ከ.) ۱ ۱۳ ( and positive stand in this matter. 

ሸበ ዜ 0 ٣ء72 تل‎ that it may be desirable for the pur- 
poses of obtaining reactions or evaluating such qual- 
Jj E و269‎ judgment and conviction to question an 
EDDUM SOC rn the area of his religious practices. 
Great care must be exercised, however, not to offend 
K u CNG impression that his convictions will not 
enjoy the wholehearted respect of the service and the 
Gr ስክክ በ21 NE WILL not be permitted the freedom 
of conscience in his pastoral functions guaranteed 
unto him by governing regulations. Some words of 
ከ ወ1.1ከ15 area may well be in order on the oc- 
aston on each interview, particularly to those candi- 
dates professing positive and definite convictions. 


And, Chaplain llarp added: 
Wire nota position to correct the false im- 
N ONS already given, but by copy of this letter 
we shall reassure the responsibile officials of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Navy's firm stand 
٣۰۰۰٠۰۱۷٠۰ "1. 
In tiphtening the LLC'S procedures, Storaasli requested 


re cudents who had Calls to the Chaplaincy be given no other 


IMRADM E. B. Harp to CAPT M. Il. Twitchell, 27 January 
ዜ ያሇህ MGC "Archives of CL. 


Ibid. 
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until they had decided on the Chaplaincy Cal1.? 

Storaasli solicited the opinion of‏ 1956 لاا 
Schiotz of what he thought the chaplain's relationship should‏ 
Memeo nis church body. Taking his cues from what Schiotz‏ 
wrote in response and from his own long experience, both as‏ 
an active duty chaplain and as a denominational official con-‏ 
cerned with such matters, Storaasli wrote and delivered a long‏ 
ከ ከያ ከከብ the subject. (See Appendix) While he was emphatic‏ 
MES insistence that Lutheran chaplains were to maintain‏ 
their Lutheran identity both in word and decd, he was aware of‏ 
er side ot the issue. He addressed what he called a‏ 
moral Letter’ to all ELC active duty chaplains, in which‏ 
the point that "It is the primary duty of each‏ 5560 1د 0٠0030‏ 
Man, SO far as it is practicable, to serve the religious‏ 
ial needs oí the entire personnel of the command to which‏ 
he 5 assigned." (Underlining in original)‏ 

500122511 in his report of has work during 1955 spoke 
Oí what he thought of the capabilities of the seminarians who 
Dn xvot(iugcdirectly into the chaplaincy: 

The Director wishes to go on record that he has 


Only words of praise for the chaplain who entered the 
chaplaincy direct from the Seminary and makes no 


InMilitary Chaplaincy Commission (3) (From: Minutes 
Pmenuncnecounc| Meeting, 25 February 1955) ,'' MCC - Archives 
ute ELC. 


¿"Pastoral Letter," 14 June 1956, MCC - Archives of 
the ELC. 








apology for their pre-chaplaincy lack of pastoral ex- 

EU In his estimation they have been and are 

pi C ill 1977, the church requires chaplainscandi- 
dates to have had a minimum of three years of pastoral exper- 
ce before coming on active duty. This has been the policy 
nuuc church since at least the early sixties. But it needs 
Eré Dorne in mind that in the fifties most of the men enter- 
۳ ۲8 Chaplaincy were veterans of either World War II or 
and therefore certainly had had prior military experience. 
መከ wehurch felt that factor compensated for their lack of parish 
ክክ የገርበርር as pastors. 

Showing how Schiotz supported Storaasli in his quest 
۱ ۱۱:۱1 1115 is the fact that in 1956 District Presidents were 
Soma memo by the presidents of the church in which they were 
ህዚ. Will you prayerfully think through the roster ot clergy 
in your district to see whether there may not be one or two or 
"ከ1 names that you can send to Chaplain Storaasli as candi- 
date material." 

The same year as Dr. Alvin Rogness, president of the 
seminary, met with the MCC, he voiced some unease about the 


fact that future pastors, without themselves having had mili- 


tary experience, would be ministering to congregations in which 


l'Annual Report s. p. >. 


ረ "Memorandum to District Presidents from Fredrik A. 
Sehiotz re chaplaincy needs,' 2 September 1956, Fredrik A. 
Sot 1116 و91۷۵ دی‎ of tire ELC. 
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over seventy-five per cent of the men would have had such ex- 
perience.! Rognoess felt that, "No matter what the shortage is 
mathe parish ministry, we must not fail to take advantage of 
our quotas so that we do not fail our servicemen and our 
بای‎ ٣۶ 

ENS pointed out, in a discussion on the chaplaincy, 
one of the difficulties in it was that supervisory chap- 
lains sometimes do not have the right attitudes, but have too 
intlated an idea of themselves. He thought that many of the ELC 
plains were doing an excellent job. "Sometimes," he said, 
Eur run into petty jealousies at a base where chaplains of 
Other denominations are not able to draw as large a crowd as 
when they are preaching, 

usto a proposal of the. BSMP, in 1958 the MCC dce- 
cided that the Commission on Evangelism of the ELC should be 
the repository for all Pastoral Acts performed by chaplains on 
m duty involving members of the ELC. But the MCC desired 
u ወመ records should, if at all possible, be forwarded to a 
local congregation. ^ 

Mie issue of a "service church,' which Midboe felt was 
rave, was not really handiéd by this action. Indeed, it is 


doubtful if the matter was really discussed in dopth. 


InMinutes, Meeting of Military Chaplaincy Commission, 
r r roli i pucheran Church," 12 December 1956, Archives of 
Be ELC. 


2 SIbid. 


“۹۱۸۸111۷ Chaplaincy Commission (3) (From: Minutes of 
Church Council Meeting," 17 June 1958, Archives of the ELC. 
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Although the MCC had heard about the discussion involv- 
ing compulsory chapel attendance at West Point, it nevertheless 
decided that no resolution should be drawn up regarding the 


Matter. 1 


| (6!) nre lected more a desire to keep an old 
Epsom than adherence to Lutheran principles. Usually Luther- 
uns Mave not wanted to be bound to a legalistic understanding 
uum ۱۱۱۱۲۸ Observance. And neither have Lutheran traditionally 
.ህ ከን the idea of having to worship in a prescribed way, partic- 
ከ ከ ከ ን that way itself be not explicitly Lutheran.  Eviden- 
ux Usthis case the MCC felt that Lutheran cadets should, like 
BE Dé compelled to attend a General Protestant Service, 
ANO) had always done, even though this was contrary to normal 
Tn practice. 

preparing its proposed Manual for Lutheran‏ رل ۰ اننا 
ENS. had considered making some policy changes with re-‏ 
spect to the question of Holy Communion as it was to be adminis-‏ 
tered and received in the Armed Forces. When Storaasli heard of‏ 
L ጫቋ changes, he did not ‘bike the idea at all. Ina‏ 
torcer” to Midboe, he gave his reaction. We pointed out what‏ 
discovered when he had first worked for the BSMP and what‏ ۱ ۱ ۱۶ 
ከ...) had taken in am attempt to correct the situation:‏ 

The then newly appointed Secretary of the Bureau 
of Service was not long in discovering that scarcely 
reale military Chaplains atministened or cecle- 


۳٠۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٣٠٦٠٠ Communion in like manner. Each chaplain 
appeared to consider himself a "law unto himself" in 


l'Military ሽከር Comprsston (5) (From: Minutes of 
Micol Meeting," 17 June 1958, Archives of the ELC. 
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۳ 9 and did pretty much as he pleased. Many 

9 ۲۱ payıng little or no heed to their own church 
Bars zerzsynod’s policy or practice. It was this "con- 
fused state of affairs" in the celebration of lloly Com- 
munion within the NLC Military Chaplaincy which eventu- 
op ted the publishing ot a folder: "Order ot 
Service for Holcy Communion,' and the memorandum in re- 
SO cis Communion folder, its availability to and 
e ات‎ chaplains.l 


He went on to say that 


Acquainted as I am with the whole history of the 
۱ ۰۳۰ 1۱ 5 between many NLC chaplains and the sound 
Lutheran Communion practices in the Armed Forces; ac- 
quainted as I am personally with many of the individual 
NLC chaplains who ignored suggestions coming down from 
1۱۳۱ ሰ! 11ሃ 10 be more Lutheran in their Holy Com- 
DwwNGENEDIaCcCtrices, | frequently got the impression that 
they wanted to bs as little Lutheran as possible in 
their practices. 


Therefore Storaasli knew that something other than a change in 
۲۰۰۰٦٦٦٦ of the BSMP was needed: 


Experience in the past has shown that unless pro- 
Secures are spelled out in detail in the area of Holy 
Communion practices - the policies and practices of the 
respective general church bodies are dishonored by non- 
observance. It was not a change in the Holy Communion 
practices and procedures established by the Bureau which 
was and is needed - but a change of heart and attitude 
on the part ot the chaplains toward the policies and 
practices of their general church bodies.? 


And Storaasli stated what would be the position of the ELC on 
the question: 
If the Manual is published and the Section on Holy 
GCommmmion will appear therein as stipulated by the Com- 
Mee > action, then it is only fair to let you know 


Director of the Military Chaplaincy Commission 
the ELC Chaplains will be governed not only by that 


lGynther Eorgasdqtg to Enpebset O. Mxdboe, 27 January 1959, 
۳۱۳ ۱۱۱۱ و‎ oft the ELC. 


¿lbid., p. 3. SIbid., p. 4. 
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merl nol The Section on Holy Communion = retained by 
« ከከ ፣።፡፤!:ከክ ነተ by that portion of the Section which 
was deleted. When the Manual for Lutheran Chaplains is 
published I shall inform our chaplains of the proce- 
dar ۳ 5 tOllowed in their ministration of Holy Com- 
munion where non-Luthcran guests are involved. I have 
EM SPP s concurrence in this matter. 


The MCC endorsed Storaasli's position by a resolution 
ከ ከ at Its meeting 13 February 1959,“ 

The proposcd manual was not published until after Stor- 
aasli had retircd and the ELC had become a part of the ncw ALC. 

Sl) 511617 he had written to Midboc, Storaasli sub- 
mcd oto-5chaotz a workang draft of "A Statement of Principles 
ide Pastors and Chaplains in Their Administration of Holy 
Communion.' It is believed that this Statement was sent to all 
الث‎ | 1115 of the ELC. Among other things, the Statement said 


bnt 


Alenen Lutheran churches must exercise care to 
۲۱۱۲ ۱۵ participation of the Sacrament of the Altar 
from those who reject Scriptural teachings regarding it, 
للا‎ 00150 be equally carcful not to deny such partici- 
pation to any faithful member of Christ's church coming 
under its ministration and care. When a Christian de- 
voutly believes His Lord's word of promise as conveyed 
through and in this Sacrament, he» is a worthy guest aut 
os OIC Membership insthe organized church -- 
للد‎ ۱/۱6 Luslerdm church -- is a sign of, but never 
the prerequisite of, membership in the Una Sancta, to 
"000 ۶ Sacrament of the Altar has becn given by the 
Lord? 


IES 111 1959 5807233513 01617 up a questionnaire which he 


titled "Questions on Procedures of Interest to Chaplains." ዘር 


lrbig. 


“The Military Chaplaincy Commission to Executive Committee, 
ایا ت۳‎ 0 ۱ Council; through Office, President, EÉvangolical 
اللاي‎ church; through the Burédu of Service to Military Person- 
Da ከጅ 1959, MCC - Archives of the ELC. 


Sk. A. Schiotz file, MCC - Archives of the ELC. 





u ፣ ١ E 
ሽ ا‎ . 
232 
m ۳ 13 
o 
f 
0 
| ۹ 
t id 
SS ب‎ 
— — 
mt! ari of. 
bi Ras V ۱ 
ME. ۶ ۴ Im 
1 1110 
1. ۱ 
u ' وا‎ ۲ ۱ i ET d 
ኔ i ۱ ° 8/5۲۲ di š 






: (0 
u 


ud Perl u 

۷ +, MOD ORTE 

i? joo ۸ب‎ ነነ 

٠ 8001ء‎ ۸ 
v= 


5 





ብ) m 


۱ ۰۱۳۳۱۸6 ۲1 Situations and asked what a Lutheran chaplain 
should do in each instance. The questionnaire was sent out to 
Chaplains with a note asking for their written response. Many 
۱۱:۰ ۵0122511 himsclf then wrote in his suggested answers 
and sent them to the chaplains with a memorandum which concluded 
by saying: 


ህህ! ር ۱ the areas of our Chaplain's ministry in- 
dicated by the above QUESTIONNARIE a personal obligation 
to God which cannot lightly be ignored or overlooked, 
namely, the obligation imposed upon all Christians in 
general and, we may infer, upon all of God's chosen ser- 
vants in particular by the Apostle Jude when he exhorts 
四 as (o: “EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR. THE FAITH 
WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED UNTO THE SAINTS". 1 


Two of the questions asked and Storaasli's answers were: 


۱۳ کل‎ 111۱ ۲1 0/۳ ۱۳6۲1۱1 660 in unwsual circumstances, 
such as a service on board ship in a rolling sea, or at 


vem —— = — = OS 


a training center with large numbers of communicants 


w a limited time tor service? 


Á- e 00 a m > w 








PORE ONVENTENCE = NO 
NE AE RGENCIES:/ = YES: 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS IN HOLY COMMUNION BY THE 
Il (| METHOD" 1S NOT THE ACCEPTED PRACTICE IN OUR 
CHURCH.: 


16. A Lutheran Chaplain is given the responsibility for 
the total Sunday School on the base. 

ከመጠን ne emiorce the usc of the Unificd Protestant 
٠٠۱٣ = a conglomeration of materials picked from 
many denominations, but avowedly non-denominational - 

or should he encourage the use of Luthcran materials? 


ከከከ I SI ۱۱۱۱۱1 ۱ ۲ OF THE CUAPLAIN TO ASSURE ILDME 
SELF THAT WHATEVER IS TAUGHT IN HIS SUNDAY SCHOOL IS 
AIRE HOLY SCRIPTURES. TIE IS FREE AND SHOULD 


limMemorandum to ELC CMT TD ON EAD, Subject: SOLUTIONS 
TO SITUATIONS PROPOUNDED BY QUESTIONNAIRE: "QUESTIONS ON PRO- 
٠٠٠٠٠٠٦۱٠٠٠۷۰٦۱٣ TO CHAPLAINS," MCC- Archives of th ELC. 
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FEEL FREE TO SUBSTITUTE OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 
TO ACCOMPLISH THIS END. 


In 1959 Storaasli was extended a renewal of his Call to 
Memmirector Of the MCC. In typical fashion he replied, "Still 
feeding fast to my interpretation of the Call, that no pastor 
Misa Tight to leave active service so long as his church has 
work for him to do, I accept the reappointment and if God so 
wills, will continue to serve until 31st December, 1960.'"2 

mE NIS last two ycars as director of the MCC, Stor- 
aasli was greatly occupied with the details of the upcoming 
Merer otf the ELC into the new ALC. In a letter to his counter- 
nun the old ALC, Dr. Lammert Redelfs, Storaasli discussed 
some details and then gave an extended reason for his feeling 
that the new church should have its own agency to maintain su- 
MAS On Over its chaplains. In his letter Storaasli also 
discussed what he thought was the chief wcakness of the BSMP. 
Duy the chief issue was the matter of the practice of ad- 
ministering Holy Communion: 

MT .11ር ርር has indicated that the Bureau, 
due to no fault of its own, cannot serve two masters - 

liberal and conservative Lutheran Church bodies. I 

۳ او‎ that the administration and reception of 

Holy Communion in the Armed Forces is the most import- 


amt facet of a Lutheran chaplain's ministry in preclaim- 
ህን ም፡ን ከን 111 the Lutheran torch for all to sec." 


lojxhibit ጠል ያፕደእያእቕቁቕቱ TONS One ایا‎ OP INTEREST TO GhNAP- 
mal), NEC -warchives of thé ELC. 


^Storaasli pour 2 Sschrotz, memo, 10 Scptember 1959, F. A. 
notz fils MEC - Archives of the ELC. 








It was this weakness inherent in the Bureau of 
Service's supervision over its Chaplains which in- 
stigated the attached Memorandum on lloly Communion ۱ 
٠۰٠۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٠٦٠٦٢ the cause of the TALC Military Chaplaincy 
will be judged by the company it keeps.l 
However, the old patterns persisted into the new and 
ثانا دان‎ ALC maintained its ties with the NLC, although within 
mE ILC a successor agency to the MCC was formed, with Dr. V. 
T. Jordahl as its Director. The new agency was called "Service 
to Military Personnel." 
As Schiotz was pondering the possibility and wisdom of 
Eu ca successor to the MCC in the new church, he sent out a 
memorandum to a number of chaplains, both those who had returned 
ةا‎ ۸۰ 91 ministry or other civilian pursuits and those who 
Were currently on active duty. Their replies were almost unan- 
imous in urging that a successor agency be formed. But in many 


Cases their reasons for so feeling were really a reflection of 


uNINNSdmiration for the person of Storaasli. 
Comments about otordasli and the MCC 


John Blom, a 1956 graduate of the seminary who had im- 
mediately entered the Army chaplaincy and who was currently on 
active duty wrote: 


It has given me a sense of pride when meeting other chap- 
laıns Senior to me to have them ask, “Are you a Storaasli 
Luthezan or some other kind?" and in my contact with 
Denen IT MEIN chaplains to héar them say, "Storaasli 
mies comer of you men tn the U.L.C.; he backs you up." 


lGynther الا‎ 125131 to Lammert Redelfs, 16 December 1959, 
ሺሸ. ሁን Archives of the ELC. 
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Yes, and he will back us up to the wall, when neces- 
 ْھھس‎ 0 


An Air Force chaplain who had served but two years, but 
who was to make the chaplaincy a career, Lyle Shaw, wrote of 
his appreciation for Storaasli and of the continued need for 
such an Office as the MCC in the new church: 

itiitemowitl, Objective and sometimes unmercifully 
1لا‎ 11165 to our letters from Chaplain Storaasli, 
the book which he sends each month, the open door we 
always find at his office when we get "To Town" all 

of them, and I could add more, constitute the need for 

Suchen office. 

wust admit Chat much of Storassli's colorful 
personality and "Way With Men" has something to do with 
mis shall we Say, attachment. But who is to say God 
cannot raise up another man in the "New church" to 
ne, sou in his Magnificent manner. Chaplain Storaasli 
is a Pastor ot us "Wandering Shepherds" and whether it 
be he or someone else, we need to feel the "Closeness'" 

o the church in Very way possible. 

Storaasli retired from active service in the church the 
y the ELC ceased to exist aS a separate institution, 1 
Weeemper 1960. But before he left the offices of the MCC, he 
ከጠ የ በ] for the Archives of the church most ofthe papers and 
ie@emments which related to the work of the chaplaincy. 

l 1151 9011 of his active service saw Storaasli as 
DN. cver- The writer of this thesis well remembers Storaasli's 
frequent visits to the seminary that year. And also remembered, 
with gratitude, is the patience and understanding with which 
Storaasli listened to and counseled with a young seminarian whose 
interest in the chaplaincy was encouraged by the grizzled old 
one-armed veteran. 

lniom ህዜቢ ከ10127፡6]/ Nevemb9w 1959, F. A.Schiotz file, 
۲ (ዛባ 8፡0! 111፡፡1[.(.. 


¿Shaw Be chiot:2, 3 December 1959, F. A. Schiotz file, 
MCC - Arcliives ot the ELC. 
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Storaasli, Midboe, Ylvisaker, Larsen, and Stub, these 
were the men who had the patience and perseverance and who were 
primarily responsible for moving the NLCA/ELC from a response to 
emergency situations to a continuing involvement in the armed 


ces ot the United States, especially in matters relating to 


chaplains. 








SUMMARY AND EVALUATION 


By the end of 1960 the ELC was deeply involved in the 
AAA TITS of the chaplaincy. One of its officials was a retired 
career chaplain. Many of its pastors had spent time on active 
duty as chaplains. More and more of its pastors were becoming 
in some way involved as members of the Reserve. Some of its 
seminary students were seriously considering making the chap- 
la career. A number of young pastors were going on active 
mx tor a two-year period of time and then returning to civilian 
ከከ In some cases these last mentioned would retain an affil- 
Ton WIth the military through the Reserve program. Church 
9۳۱115 wore being invited by the military to contribute to 
e TS Tous program through such things as suggestions for 
wopr ilate curriculum to be used in chapels. And church lead- 
ers were being called upon to address and lead retreats of Lu- 
الل‎ ap lans and Service people. The church had set up its 
ቼ ፆ ሁጢከዜ፡ የሃ 1 Order to deal with the needs of the chaplains. 
( عزنا ال‎ church, through an agency it had been instrumental in 
Pomme, was dealing in an official way with the policy of the 
woverument, particularly as such policy related to the religious 
Me practices Of military service people, including but 
ل‎ | ۱۱:۱ ۲ to 5116 partrcular concerns of the Lutheran churchés 


Supporting that agency. 





NNEDaspesmwhas traced the history of how such things 
۱۳۳ 9 ۰ A brief recapitulation is in order at this point. 

The Norwegian Lutheran Church ot America (NLCA) was 
mommed in the midst of World War I. At that time a great en- 
thusiasm for the war was sweeping the country. Responding to 
the pressures of that enthusiasm, the churbh began secking ways 
EUN ectrvely minister to the needs and opportunities of the 
لا نذا‎ 2 short while the National Lutheran Commission For 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare (NLCSSW) was organized. Two men 
Ely became prominent in its work, J. A. O. Stub and 
۲۰۰٢٠٢٢ Larsen. 

MEO OL the "Great War" a period of great dis-‏ آلا انالا 
set in. Although in many ways the NLC had become‏ ]1۱11181۳ ۱۲۳5 ۱ 1 
sc cs or to the NLCSSW, 1t did very little work with chap-‏ 
For many years Gynther Storaasli was the lone NLCA‏ 1119۰ 18 
clergyman on active duty as a chaplain, and to all intents and‏ 
Purposes he was a forgotten man, his ministry unknown, unrecog-‏ 
nized and unappreciated.‏ 

ie pepression era and the rise of totalitarian govern- 
ments around the world stimulated an increasing interest in and 
appreciation for the chaplaincy. N. M. Ylvisaker began to publi- 
Cize theschapl@incy and, just prior to World War II, became the 
cuENEK LIC dréctor of the SC. 

۱۱۲۲۲ l dar || Chaplains of thé church for the 
٣۰٠ ٣٠٦۱ 6 found themselves for the lirst time encountering 
avowed pagan, anti-christian cultures and at the same time, sec- 


ing the effective results of missionary work. An unprecedented 








۳ ۱۱۱۰ ۰ in an equally unprecedented number of military 
17۶ ۰۱۱۱۳1۵0115 and chapels. The church for the first time had 
students at its seminary with some of their expenses being paid 
by the government with the expectation that they would upon 
graduation enter upon duty as Navy chaplains. Men such as 
Paeebret Midboe, Orlando Ingvoldstad, and V. T. Jordahl all be- 
0” ۱۱ active duty involvement with the chaplaincy during 
۳۰۰۰۰٦٦٦6۰ With numerous articles in the Lutheran Herald the 
church was made aware of the work of the chaplains and the 
mor more men to enter this field of ministry. 

1۱ 5 DOST War years interest again rapidly wancd. The 
ne 1946 changed its name to the Evangelical Lutheran 
mel (ELC), thus culminating a long process of acculturation 
to the American society and ethos. Accepting the necd for a 
۳9 ۱۱۱۳۱ relationship with the chaplaincy, however minimal its 
ከህ ከገ 1 01 im the active duty program might be, the church in 
ص‎ 18 16160 foster the formation of the Bureau of Service to 
Military Personnel (BSMP). Newly-retired Chaplain Storaasli be- 
510) 115 distinguished executive secretary. 

With the beginning of the Korean War the need for chap- 
ias once again rapidly escalated. Seminary students, many 
of them veterans of World War II, urged the church to form an 
agency that would be responsible for chaplain procurement with- 
ICE alarcity the church respobded. A short while 
after the formation of the Military Chaplains Commission (MCC), 
Storaasli was called to be its director. When he accepted, Midboe 


took his place at the BSMP. 





I TM 
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Im the last years of the existence of the ELC as a se- 
Peeave Church body, the issue of communion practices of the 
Chaplains came increasingly to the forefront. Lack of agree- 
ment between the MCC and the BSMP on this point was one of the 
ors that prohibited the publication of the BSMP of a proposed 
Lutheran Chaplains' Manual. But in many other ways the two 
Kies worked together to foster and maintain a high degree 
mM olvement on the part of the church in the affairs of the 
n Ty, especially as such affairs were related to and af- 
fected the chaplaincy. 

Two unanswered questions, especially, arise from the de- 
ments that have just been highlighted. 

One question has to do with the role of the chaplain. 
umUeUNhat sort of role does the church expect him/her to fulfill 
DS ering in a military context? In perhaps the classic 
Demon thé subject, retired Navy Chaplain Richard Hutcheson in 


٠۰۰۰۰٠٠٠٦۳۰٦٦٦٣ Churches and the Chaplaincy, notes that; 


Ken derorecs have d character of their own. They are 
"۰. و0 ۱۱۱ ۱ و۱‎ emcompassing far more of a 
soldiers life than his 8-to-5 working hours, and they 
engender a strong sense of the difference between in- 
siders and outsiders. They are also bureacracies, and 
Iac ۴۶ organizational goals are quite different from the 
churches' goals of religious ministry. . . 

(Some of the unique dimensions of the military ministry 
ከ c lt is a ministry to the entirértinstit- 
ution - to a cross-section of the population, churched 
11 ۱۱۱۳۱۱ 0۱ 1116۰ Tt is a young adult ministry, 
eighty percent of the military population being undei 
۱۱ tS a Ministry characterized by a unique 
kind of mobility. And it is an ecumenical ministry, 
bringing together clergymen and churchmen of all de- 
nominations, and giving them opportunities to travel 
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all over the world.l 
۳۰٠٠٠٠ 11:1۲ Gf this, just what does the Lutheran church expect 
۳ 00110121115 Are they to be pastors, concerned primarily 
۲۰۰٠٦۰۲٦۲۴116605 ۶۰ہ‎ Lutheran personnel, extending to them a min- 
ከ ጢን of Mord and Sacrament? This seemed to be the basic ex- 
p tion 11۲ the beginning, in 1917, and even up to and includ- 
ing World War II. The justification that seems to have been 
advanced for the need of Lutheran chaplains was that it was 
"our boys" who were in the service and therefore they needed 
۶۰۰۰756۴3۲10015 of “our chaplains." 

But chaplains found themselves in an environment where 
nly Lutheran men were present, but men were there who came 
ከ ۱۱ different denominational backgrounds. Even Claus 
E n.n Civil War days, doubtless had other than just Luth- 
eran men with whom to deal. 

Chaplains themselves began to look at themselves as more 
٣۰٠٠٢٠۰۰ ٣٢٠. They were enablers, trying to stimulate the re- 
Jin faith and practice of men - and women - to whom they 
ministered, no matter how diverse their religious preference and 
background. 

Pte precisely hist conception of themselves as enablers 
posed problems for Lutheran chaplains. The issue came to a head 
Omen the matter of communion practices. If a Lutheran chaplain 
٠۰۰٠٠٠ cen his role as that of pastor, he could conceivably 1 
quite comfortable about limiting his administration of the com- 


GN to Lutheran participants only. But if the chaplain Saw 


l (Atlanta: Gonn knox 26. 0!” ]: p. 7. 
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۳ ۰ as 31 venabicr, he would at least be tempted to make 
access to the Lord's Supper more accessible to those with which 
he dealt, even if they were not avowedly Lutheran. 

This was exactly the issue with which Storaasli was work- 
ከከ He himself came out of the most conservative of the three 
Norweigan-Lutheran churches that in 1917 had merged to form the 
new NLCA. He did not by any means want the Lutheran chaplains 
Mme their concern to those only of Lutheran profession. 

But at the same time he did want the chaplains to limit admit- 

SE ጠስ the Communion table to those who were willing to accept 
eran teaching and practice. The writer shares Chaplain 
5۰۰. ۰ 5 concern about who should be admitted to the Sacra- 
mnt But as Storaasli's statements indicate, not all chaplains 
Sed. Whether they would say so or not, their conception of 
۲۱۱5 15 role differed from his. 

ur 15 Other Lutheran chaplains began to make a life- 
time career of service in the chaplaincy, another role possib1- 
lity began to arise. Chaplains with many years of service in 
E Tilia, were tempted°to look upon themselves as ministers 
٠۰۰٠٠۱61001 military. They "service church," about which 
Midboe had spoken, was an indication of this possibility. 

This leads to the second question that is raised by the 
matters that have been studied in this paper. Just how should 
chaplins deal with a situation in which many military people 
ከ. exercrse their faith but have no connection with any 


civilian congregation? The lack of NLCA/ELC/ALC churches 





precisely in many oí those areas where many of those people live 
Eu ۰ ۲ ۶ has compounded the problem. Should Lutheran chaplains 
Service people strive to maintain their peculiar identity 
practice In such an environment or not? Of interest here 

۱ ۰ 1۷ ۰10۳۳6۸ that has taken place in at least the Navy. For 
years the navy chaplains had grouped themselves as Catholic, Pro- 
munt, or Jew. But in recent years another category, Orthodox, 
has been added. Among Protestants another two-fold division has 
been discussed, that of the so-called liturgical churches on the 
oxemhand and the non-liturgical on the other. In the environ- 

the majority of the Protestants seem to come from‏ 01616 ل إن 
ከይ a Methodist or a Southern Baptist background, the Lutheran‏ 
Cmaplain can feel very lonely indeed. The writer recalls serving‏ 
on an installation where 5,000 personnel were assigned and he was‏ 
ORE Of four chaplains. There were no ALC churches within a radius‏ 
Gees Miles. He did not participate in the Protestant Communion‏ 
ከብ ህ፡:። whenever it was held. Instead, with the gracious en-‏ 
couragement of the senior chaplain, a Methodist, the writer would‏ 
have a separate Communion service for Lutheran personnel. An‏ 
average of three people would attend such a service. Such facts‏ 
Da ce real the question of what role a Lutheran chaplain Is ex-‏ 
መጠወ] Dy the church to play in the service.‏ 

There is a continuing challenge then for the chaplains 
and for the church. How and in what ways shall the church's 
chaplains minister faithfully as Lutherans in a pluralistic en- 
Vironnemt? That is, in what way shall Lutheran chaplains be 


Lutheran as they meet and minister to people who come from many 
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denominational backgrounds? It has been the experience of the 
writer that more and more service people are claiming no denomin- 
ational background or allegiance at all. How then shall the 
emch, especially through its chaplains, minister effectively 

to the military establishment? And shall that ministry be an on- 
going commitment to a permanent institution? Or should the church 
۳ 115 clergy only seek to minister to the armed forces of the 
nation in a time of emergency, such as was the case for the most 
Ux cof World War I and again in World War II? That is to say, 
should the church be only temporarily involved with a ministry 
"Ehe military? 

The church has apparently opted for a continuing commit- 
ከቲ ministry to the military. It has supported in varying 
degrees those of its clergy who have chosen to become military 
wanns. And the church has not objected when some of those 
Giaplains have spent twenty or more years on active duty in the 
00۰ 

But it is doubtful whether the implications, meaning and 
consequences of such a commitment have been fully considered. 

How shall the church maintain its integrity in such a situation? 
Since the experiences of the Vict-Nam era such a question has 
become far more pointed than it was in 1960. 

But even the events of the years 1917-1960 have raised 
the question. 

When the NLCA was formed in 1917, it could not have for- 
seen how thoroughly it would become involved in the affairs of 


themnalitary, especially that of the chaplaincy. The church's 
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response was in most instances an unplanned one. The remarkable 
thing is that so much was accomplished so well, in such a short 
۳ One 1S simply amazed at the effort and skill exercised 

nx cech men Of the church as Stub, Larsen, Storaasli, Ylvisaker, 
and Midboe. Their work may not have been appreciated by many 

EE he time, but it was to have significant effects on both the 
ጪግ ከ ከሮክ and the military. Within the church the result was that 
Dy» the time of the formation of the new ALC in 1961, the chap- 
mey was accepted as a normal part of the church's lite, and 
agencies were functioning to foster and maintain that work. As 
۱3 ۲ 16۲ himself experienced, during the sixties enough pastors 
volunteered to become chaplains to more than fulfill the quotas 
Epuened to the church. And one of the effects of the church 
ኤዬ ከፎ ከፎ chaplaincy is cited by Applequist: 


O عا‎ Lood fruits of thec participation of conser- 
vative church bodies in the chaplaincy program during 
the past 20 years is that their doctrinal position and 
۱ ۱ cice have become generally known and respected. 
eS tinas been that the regulations themselves 
have been expanded to include additional safeguards 
for churches and chaplains with strongly confessional 
Standards and practices. One of the regulations, for 
example, which has been added to the Navy manual since 
World War II is the following on Holy Communion: 
The Navy Department allows chaplains perfect frec- 
dom of conscience with respect to the matter of 
Eos (“close "or “open” communion. In order 
to meet the religious needs of officers, and men, 
Is expected that tiWwchaplain will provide op- 
portunity for them to partake of communion, or, 
when this ministry is limited by the chaplain's 
own conscience, the regulations of his church, or 
bate custom or conscremcesof officers wand men, 
he will exercise every effort to arrange for the 
service of communion to be conducted by chaplains 
9 610011 1211 clergymen of other faiths. 
Chaplains’ Manual (Navy), par. 4102, p. 24). 
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Similar uc cons are made in the Army and Air Force 
manuals. 


Whether or not the church's response to the needs of the 
mGrary, particularly as those needs found focus in its chap- 
lains, was the right one, remains for the Lord of the church to 
decide. Certainly that response was a remarkable one. Its 
leaders may not always have acted wisely or well, but to the 
Meet Of their abilities they did act, for their consecreated 
E Ice the church can be grateful. 

Questions, problems and opportunities also in the lim- 
E area ol service in the military still lie before the church. 
الا‎ ۱۱۱ solid work has been done in the past. "Pray therefore 
the Lord of the harvest that he send forth laborers into the 
harvest, for the fields are white unto harvest, but the laborers 
mu New." Laborers may be available today, but the question as 
to how such laborers shall do their work in the military, and 


with what tools, still remains to be answered by the church. 


laApplequist, poe. 
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TABLE 1 


COB TELS CHAPLAINS FOR YEARS 1955-1960 PRIOR TO ACTIVE 
DUTY, AND NUMBER REMAINING AS CAREER CHAPLAINS EACH YEAR 


Meat Seminary Parish Temaımıng as Career Chaplains 
2955 8 > 3 
1956 14 4 4 
NOS 4 5 7 
18 6 2 1 
| 1959 5 1 4 


1960 4 T 5 








ACCES. 


۰٠٠٠٠٠٠٦٦٦٦۷۸۱ 167ا‎ 0٣۶ CHAPLAINS OP NLCA/ELC 


Years Served 


41-46 


61-62 


Se 
11.1] 


44-40 
41-40 
44-40 
44-40 
32239 


اا 


453 45 
ls 
60- 3 
54-56 


44-46 
ج55 
5 1 
?4 
43-46 


541-56 


52-53 
56 - 
58-69 
40-46 
4 ۰7 
56-59 
45-46 
44-46 
5 9 - ۶ 
60-? 
42-46 
57-? 


MESE 
412-99. 


Branchzors service 


Army 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Alr Force 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Air Force 
Army 


Navy 
Ait Force 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
ھ۷۹٤6‎ 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Asphorce 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 


WITH BRANCH AND YEARS OF SERVICE 


Name 


ADramson, Walter M. 
Allison, Harold M. 
Amundson, James M. 
Anderson, Bjarna T. 
Anderson, Carroll N. 
Anderson, Christian O. 
Anderson, Norman G. 
Aronsen, Viggo 

WC. O. Craig 
und, Donald E. 


Baalson, Elmo O. 
etad, Stuart E. 
Belgum, Gerhard L. 
Benson, W. C. 

Mere. George K. 
mene, Harvey M. 
٣٠۰۰٦ ٦٦۱٦٦١, Luther C. 
bom, John O. 

i chor, Donald P. 
Boe, Andrew J. 

maa, dlenry T. 

Maai ladt, Paul 
۳ ۰ و۲1‎ Glenn Walter 
Imagstad, Robert 1 
minal, Richard A. 
۱۳ و۱۱۸‎ stephen L. 
ecto, Chester O. 
Brom, Clifton L. 


۳۰۱۱ በ00] 12121011 وءن)‎ Jr. 


Burseth, Charles A. 





Ol O. 


42-6 
45-47 
59:62 
56559 
50.02 
525 6 
48-54 
50-5 
59:550 
92-54 
5055/9 
54-59 
40-46 
و‎ ٦ 
44-46 


44-46 


54257 


58-60 


Army 
Navy 
Navy 
ئ۸۷۷‎ ٤٥ 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Air Force 
Army 
Navy 


A ር 
Navy 
Navy 
A ን ር 
Army 


Navy 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
AIT 66 
Navy 
۸: oree 
jJ ع8‎ 
Army 
Army 


Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 


Mir Force 
Navy 
MIE PLOT eS 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Air Force 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 
AIT DOC e 


97 5 و01‎ Carl A. 
Mirttord, Olaf C. 
Christensen, Charles J. 
Mts tensen, Merton E. 
Simestopherson, G. Neil 
Cole, Howard T. 

Collin, Thomas H. 
Combs, Richard L. 
Manradson, Willard L. 
aly, Judson L. 
Crawford, Orville A. 


Daehlin, Robert L. 
Danielson, Donald D. 
Davidson, Ole K. 
Ge, Arnold N. 
Duckstad, Bennie L. 


۱۳۲ و9۵1‎ Habard O. 
Euren, John M. 

Eide, Waldemar F. 
۱۳۲۲ ۱۱۱ و5011‎ Richard H. 
Emerson, Harold K. 
Merson, Stanley K. 
Engebretson, Norman ۰ 
Pee tstad, Eugene H. 
ECkson, Arthur E. 
۳۳۱ و۱161‎ 11161 E. 
reason, Thorval T. 


Paik, Robert N. 
firme sis’, Ray H. 
werde, Jennings G. 

I ISE, Joseph A. 
Forsberg, Paul 0O. 
Er Mey, Albin L. 
Moss. Carl L. 

99 و۱300‎ S. Phillip 


Gabriclsen, Luther T. 
Gamese1, Lyle B. 
Gard, Grant G. 
Giellstad, I. W. 

(j re, Ludoft S. 
Glëenn, Ralph W. 
Grewerson, Arnold A. 
ceemerson, Harry R. 
oros tado ۰ 
Gudmunsen, Orin S. 
Gronneberg, Irvin ۰ 
Gunderson, Edwin 
Gunderson, Charles L. 








Ë 


41-46 


2-54 


029 06 


2 


2 


2 


13-19 
37238 
50-58 
و‎ ۵٥ 
Su 
40-45 
60 - 
55 
18 
S 
DOC 
42245 
44-46 
18-19 
54- 
SUEZ 
SS50 


51-535 
42-66 


S22 56 
42-46 
5 60 
50.207 
7. 
43-45 
7 8 
42-46 
45-46 
S 7 
43-46 
43-46 
ENS 
42-45 


42-46 
58-60 
3 

٣‏ وہ 
Do D‏ 
06 و 
5901-00 


Army 
Army 
A ርር 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
لان‎ 0۵ 
Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
۰۰۶۹۲۱٤2 
۱ ۱ [በርሮ 
Navy 


Air Force 
Navy 


0 ۲ 9۶ھ70۸ 
Navy‏ 
Air Force‏ 
ለገ Force‏ 
Army‏ 
Navy‏ 
Air Forcc‏ 
Army‏ 
Navy‏ 
Army‏ 
Navy‏ 
Army‏ 
Army‏ 
Army‏ 


Army 
Army 
۸۱ ۲۳ ۵ 
Army 
۱۲ ۲ ۱ 6 
Army 
Air Force 


Habel, Bernhard H. 
Ilalvorson, Norris R. 
Hampton, Andrew ۰ 
memscen, Paul R. 
Hanson, Gordon B. 
Enson, Hjalmer F. 
Meaty, Gerald N. 
Heide, Edwin G. 
Hendrickson, Alfred 
۲٠٠٦ ር=ር 1, Verylc A. 
Hermanson, Sheldon E. 
ከክ و1370‎ Elmer S. 
BoA Cameron P. 
oer, TT. A. 

r Stad, Dean C. 
mom, Leon ለ. 

Ee. Vernon E. 


meevoldstad, Stephen P. 


Mmeevoldstad, Orlando, Jr. 


Jacobson, Erling 
۱۳ و011 و۵۳‎ Erling 
8 و۳۷‎ Francis 
Johnshoy, Norman 
"Zobnson, Alton O. 
season, Arthur S. 

inson, Curtis G. 

Johnson, Clarence H. 
Johnson, Lconard K. 
Johnson, Thomas S. 

ከ ከከ ንብ. Winfield V. 
۱۳۱۱۱۱1 و‎ ۷6101 ٠ 

Tore censon, Einar 
Tane enson, Alf W. 


Q m — > 


(۳۳ ۲ و۱۵‎ Melvin P. 
kaste, Omar S. 
hide, Paul R. 

IE Scth, Pcter L. 
Indrud, Wallace O. 
۱۳ و۱۱01‎ ۸1۳ ۰ 

Kvaame, Rodncy A. 
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5 


52-55 


94235 


53 


43-46 
SES 
50255 
42-46 
55-5 


40 - 6 
43-46 
43-46 
30-08 
JUS 
44-46 
S 
52- 54 
44-46 
Ç 


. 


SEE 
45 11) 
7 


55 5 
55 50 
51-4 
42-45 


44-46 


45-46 
42-406 


Army 
Air Force 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Air Force 
Navy 
Army 


Army 
Army 
۸۰۲۰٢ 
Army 
Army 
Air Force 
Navy 
Army 
Army 


Army 
Army 
Navy 


Army, Air Force 


Navy 
Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Navy 
ES 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Navy 
Army 


Navy 
Navy 
Army 
navy 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 


Air Force 


Langemo, Joseph M. 
Langehough, John O. 


Langhough, Alfred H. 


f irsen, John D. 
Larsgaard, John O. 
bee, David E. 

Lee, Donald G. 
Lewis, Marcus ۰ 


Eokensgaard, Fritjof T. 


seth, Percival C. 
Londahl, Marcus M. 
Wu Ky, Carl E. 
moky, Carl E. Jr. 
Ind, Conrad E. 
Bid, Earl J. 
bybeck, Howard M. 


Maas, Edwin H. 
Madson, N. A. 
Mathre, Paul G. 
Ge, Engebret O. 
Mikkelson, Oscar 
wo ۰ Jerry E. 

Mee, Ralph H. 

Moen, Maynard J. 
Montgomery, Harry 


Nelson, Arnold R. 
٣٢١٠٦ ٣٢٣٢ Byron C. 


p 


Nelson, M. 


Nelson, Norman A. 
Nelson, Theodore M. 


۱۳ N. 


Nerison, 


Nesse, Marvin E. 
Nesvig, Arnold T. 
eu. Milton L. 


Gilfred C. 


Newhouse, 


Nielsen, B. B. 
Nordby, Walter 11, 
Nodtvedt, Magnus 
Norstad, Fredric M. 
Nybro, Richard 


Harold L. 


Obrestad, 


Okland, Elmer N. 


D 


و 0116۷11 


olsen, Clifford A. 
son, Oliver K. 
Olson, Philip L. 
Opsahl, Carl 
Ostroot, Donald J. 


Paulson, Wayne E. 





O 


5 


20-48 


› 


› 


43-46 
42-46 
45-40 
43-40 
40-45 
42-46 
2 


43-46 
42-45 
202200 
55758 
45-46 
41-5 
43-45 
0 و 
44-45 


S E 

53-58 
42-46 
58-64 
1 0 1! 
42-62 


43-46 
520 
453-46 
40-46 
4 5 - 0 


SES 
45-46 
43-46 
23-39 
43-45 
ሰ ሙን 
41-40 
AS 
56-68 
5-45 
43-46 
IOS 
44-45 
sd» 
2 3 


Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
nn once 
Air Force 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 


ji  ከነርር 
iTS IOrCE 
Canadian 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
۰۰۰۱٠٠۰۰ ٥٣ 
Navy 
Navy 
Navy 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Canadian 
Navy 
Navy 


Ramseth, Rudolph ۰ 
ey, Elling E. 
Ranum, Joyce L. 
Rasmussen, Corliss M. 
Rasmussen, Halbert J. 
Reinholtzen, Raymond ۰ 
٢ ٢ Paul S. 

En. Arthur Il. 
dahl, Opie S. 


Edward D. 
Raul A. 


ROC, 
ROG, 


Ramen, Alvin H. 
Rogness, Burnis M. 
٣٣, ٤ 
nng, Paul H. 


übert A. 


Rust, 


Ssaathof, Ray H. 
Saethre, Roland A. 
Sameer, Ivar J. 
pemmocdcr, Clifford H. 
Severtson, Thomas S. 
Shafland, Sanford O. 


Ere T. 


Shaw, 


Sahl, Milford J. 
Silseth, Martinus E. 
Simons, Dale J. 

5 101161 21:1 llerald 

ሺ ብ ولا‎ 0۳12110 M. 
Skoonen, C. 

Smith, James W. 
Sian. Louis C. 
Sorensen, H. William 
Sorensen, Reuben E. 
0 cn, oyver 0. 

2 ۳ و۱۳‎ Ansgar E. 
Spande, Thomas K. 
Stearns, Gustav 

s bere, Vernon E. 
Stensland, Ole 
Sen, Ernest C. 
eeeraisli, Gynther 
Strand, Walvdan A. 
Scrun, Geörpe C. 
Swenson, Oscar R. 
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Annual Reports 
Giving, 
Biographical 
(Minneapolis: 
KIC +0 ፡111ር01: Lysnes, Olaf; 
۷ 7 ۰ ۲۰۱۱۱۱۱۱ ۱ ۵ 
۱ Augsburg Publish- 
m iols OST). Lauritz Larsen, "Report of the National Luth- 
Fi ll Commission tor Soldicrs' 
ional Lutheran Council, 17 July 1922). 
۱۳۳۰ TES: bulletin of the Bureau of Service to Military Person- 
nel, 1948-1960. News Letter of the Service Commission, 
News Letter of the Military ] y Commission, 
ılıtary Chaplaincy Commission Reports, Archives of the Evangelical 
|» ፡ ” ፡› ወ ክንይም Luther Theological Seminary, Saint Paul, Minn. 
Washington, D.C.: 


64 - 
45-49 


801ھ 


Augsburg 


44-45 
5759 


59-62, 
44-46, 


43-45 
۳ءء 
43-46 
43-46 
42-46 
43-46 
50 

Al AG 


45-46, 


9 5 
? 


43-46 
42-46 
45-54 
18 

45-46 
41-45 
7 6.7 
42-46 
45-48 
43-46 


44-47 


Navy 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Navy 
Navy 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 


Navy 
Army 
Army 


Canadian 


Army 
Navy 
Army 
Navy 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Army 
Navy 


Army 


limoempson, Thoralf G. 
Thompson, Jesse W. 
Thompson, Roland Duane 
Ticman, Odean G 
Tollefson, Gordon Val 
Tollefsrud, Merwin B. 
Iso, Arthur J. 

Tolo, Modolf Wilhelm 
11 6۵1 5 01۲, 1: 

۱۱ ۷ و11‎ Torval 0. 
lm. Richard R. 
iweeten, Sigvard M. 


Mellon, Ivan H. 
memeerud, Richard D. 
Vold, Obed 


waker, Emil O. 
Wangberg, Gilmer O. 
Maters, Alfred S., Jr. 


Westermoc, Chirstian M. 


۱۱ ۴ Frithjot 0. 
۱ و۲۳‎ W. Henry 
Williamsen, Thomas O. 
Wogen, Lawrence Á. 
wen, Norris L. 
Wold, Waldo R. 


Merb, Ernest 





SOURCES: American Lutheran Church, The Lutheran Year- 
book of the American Lutheran Church (Minneapolis: 


Em ۱۱۲۲۱ House, 1964-1976). Evangelical Lutheran Church, 


(New York: 
Lutheran ۵ 1 


1941-1945. 
1954-1960. 


National 


913-1945). 


of Pastors “of 


Minneapolis: 


Augsburg Publishing llouse, 


Annual Reports (Minneapolis: 
EU Norwegian Lutheran Church of America 
(Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 

۱۳ Jensen, John M.; and Linder, Carl E., comp. 

of Pastors of the American Lutheran Church‏ ۲۸ اا 

Augsburg Publishing House, 

and Peterson, John, comp. 


the Evangelical Lutheran Church 


and Sailor's Welfare." 


Chania inc 


Council, By Their Side, A Memorial 


በ ን፡ ብ. ብክ!  ! 1949). 





۲2۱ 1:11 ار‎ ۲ 
, 0 at 


1 )በህቨ በይ 


o 


mE 





11911 yë 


0 bf La 
"nt 


APPENDIX 
A Document from the Mid-1950's 


in (Col) Gynther Storaasli, USA Ret. 
Military Chaplaincy Commission 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Bars. Fourth Strect 

Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 


ሸበ 1ጸገ]ክ AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO HIS CHURCH BODY‏ ادر 


When I received the invitation from your Chaplain Secre- 
tarıes, Ahl and Midboe, to introduce the announced topic I am 
afraid that I was a little too quick on the draw in accepting 
m xussresznment. I no sooner had given my consent then I realized 
I should have asked for time to consider the request. 


There is no doubt but that an open and frank discussion 
7۱ subject matter can be very interesting and profitable, 
"ror our Lutheran souls, but it can also become quite disagree- 
able, provocative and argumentative as I found out when preparing 
mM Xpaper. 1 found myself arguing quite heatedly with myself on 
several occasions before I realized what I was doing. 


NOW in tairness to myself and to make doubly certain that 
1۳ sul not wet off the beam I took the precaution to ask both 
Eu curves what they had in mind, specifically, to be discussed 
Masini? the topic. But as is so often true of executive 
secretaries - they were of no help. Both admitted that they did 
not have the answers, but were kind enough to come out with this 
helpful suggestion: Just go ahead and discuss The Relationship 
one Chaplain to his Church Body. 


It is a foregone conclusion that not all of you will agree 
with what I may have to say; some of you will no doubt disagree 
With what I say more violently than others; some of you may even 
get mad; no one will object to that provided that you watch your 


bleed pressure. But whether or not we see eye to eye on the main 
issues discussed in the presentation of this paper bear in mind 
۳ ۱ purpose of this discussion is: 1. To seek or “explore 


ume possibilities ot »attaining á morë uniform practice among Our 
Miera 111215 11 the Armed Forces; 2. To uphold and safe- 






۷111 7 


١ E 
1 
i 
እ 0 
a jê 
IN tw. d | 
9 ae 
L vue 
፤ 
| 
0 
] 
5d 
۱ > 
EY 0 ۲ 3 5 
- I ے‎ "it. 
Pu f 
TV ¿Aira 
4 "I | አሃ کی‎ 
۲۰۰3 ۵ 
"a 16 | 12 
۱ ni 


u II ۱۱۱۰۸ 1 241 as well as the traditional position our 
church has held down through the ages; 3. To encourage and 
Sirenethen each Other to hold the line of Lutheran doctrine and 
practice when pressure from within or without tempts us to com- 
promise or forsake our Lutheran position. 


I£ through this discussion we shall be able to stiffen 
the Lutheran spine where stiffening is nceded we may be of some 
metp to a brother chaplain who finds himself in the position of 
mI one who recently stated as a reason for his wanting to get 
EN Cor the service, quote: "I am afraid I will become just a 
Protestant Chaplain and not a Lutheran if I stay in." 


amis 111 self detense had better state also that 
anything I say, however badly put, however badly it sounds, how- 
nuc trical its implication may seem it is not so bad as you 
may think. I assure you there is nothing personal, however per- 
Sonal it may sound. If when I have finished you fecl like taking 
Oe at me, be Sure it 15 only with your tonguc. 


nuce talking to you chaplains again, so I shall 
get to the assigned task. 


The subject matter was given to me last February, in a 
Miter dated the 14th to be exact, and there has hardly been a 
Since that this topic has not been in my mind more or less. 
I ባህ decided that the best way to present the topic: THE 
EHUPEAIN'S RELATIONSHIP TO HIS CHURCH BODY was to approach it 
from three viewpoints: 


1. From the viewpoint of the Chaplain's CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 

2 From the viewpoint of his OBLIGATION TO ABIDE BY TIIE 
DO I AL TENETS AND ESTABLISHED PRACTICES OF HIS 
CHURCH BODY. 

e viewpoint of the SUPERVISORY AUTHORITY DELE- 
GATED BY HIS CHURCH TO ITS ENDORSING AGENCY. 


FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF THE CHAPLAIN's CHURCH! MEMBERSHIP 


Chaplaincy as such has no effect on the chap-‏ راج ای ی 
lain's church body membership. If a cnadidate secks appointment‏ 
momen mitatary chaplaincy to get release from ecclesiastical bond-‏ 
ape or considers the military chaplaincy as an open door to eccle-‏ 
Ps tical bi om in both doctrine and practice then there is some-‏ 
Hn vronpPuwlt such a candidate's current church affiliation.‏ 
What he should seck is not the chaplaincy, but membership in some‏ 
other church body.‏ 


When you were appointed a military chaplain it was not be- 
Causey you were warm and breathing, a living soul, in possession of 
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Use ns es physically, well set-up; mentally, well equipped; 
educationally, well trained; and ecclesiastically in good stand- 
Bus but because you happened to be a Lutheran, a pastor in good 
Seeman in the Lutheran Church. Since it was your Lutheran Church 
membership which qualified you for appointment, why should it be 
considered a strange thing, or an unreasonable thing, if the Armed 
Mees, the Offices of the Chiefs of Chaplains, your own church 
body, and not least, your own endorsing agency, should expect you 
Duo treat your church membership lightly, or forgcet its legiti- 
mate demands and your obligations therceto? 


Let us, therefore, at this point review for your common 
good some elemental and fundamental facts your church membership 
emphasizes, and which should be remembered if you are to maintain 
ከህ 118111 relationship with her. 


When you were ordained your name was entered upon the clergy 
meer or your Church. So long as your name appears on the clergy 
L S an indication to the world that you are a pastor in 
good standing in the ministerium of your church body. The first 
to note is this: When you entered the chaplaincy your name 
was not removed from the clergy roster. The second fact: That you 
w 111 regarded as a pastor in good standing, not in name only, 
Pee faith, doctrine, life and practice also. 


chaplainey, ıf on active duty, removes‏ 01114117 8لا لادان 
the immediate jurisdiction and supervision of your church,‏ 0 ۲ ۱۱۰ 
it does not release you from the duties and obligations of member-‏ 
Ship. While on active duty in the chaplaincy you should as far as‏ 
٠۰۰۰۰۱۱41177 possible keep in contact with your church; subscribe‏ 
wand read her Journals, periodicals and news releases; attend‏ 
Midis trict pastoral conferences, and district and church conven-‏ 
you cannot attend your district pastoral conferences or‏ لا EE‏ 
eal Conventions notify the District, Synod or comparable pres-‏ 
TT ENA greetings to the convention or conference; express re-‏ 
፣ቲደ your absence and ask to be excused. Correspondence of‏ 
cd will keep your name before your conference brethren‏ 
and in their remembrance.‏ 


DT E aly Literary Contribution to make submit it to 
your church paper; any knowledge, experience, or what not, worthy 
to be shared with fellow church members, do not keep them to your- 
- 


٩ ۲۱۱ وا‎ draws near for the expiration of your tour of 
ከ ሠ“. ህከ ከ ወወ your District or Synodicel President, conler 
wech ۱۱1۱ about thesmatter of extefiding or not cxtending your catc- 
gory commitment; and if your decision is to scek relcase from 
active duty - notify the appropriate church office of your impend- 
ing release. 


By approving your application for appointment as a chaplain 
u L usni c ll to extended active duty your church mercly 
Ed JOU and your Services to your country for a time. Since 
moter Pct Or synodical membership is not involved or affected in any 
way by your entrance into the active chaplaincy you still belong 
K c Church when released from active duty. And in my humble 
Opinion no chaplain whose category commitment is drawing to a close 
K 1በነ personal or ecclesiastical right to make any decision re- 
ijo his future actions, not involving the parish ministry or 
Meta ted activity, without first conferring with the appropriate 
church officials. Ali released chaplains in my book are in duty 
bound to place themselves at the service of their church before em- 
ine on a course of action of their own choosing and design. 


IL IL ILAIN'S OBLIGATION TO ABIDE BY THE 
M CD PU TSNELIS AND PRACTICES OF HIS CHURCH 


e 5 0 Consider our subject matter from: The Viewpoint 
mne Chapiain’s Obligation to Abide by the Doctrinal Tenets and 
۳۲ ۲۱۵5 of His Church. 


ጋን) dong as you are a member of the Lutheran Church, you are 
mated to be a loyal and faithful representative of the church 
body you call your own in her teaching and in her practice. There 
imo trecdom granted anyone of you, as far as I know, in this area 
um cur chaplain ministry. 


Ru curo not want to be distinctively Lutheran in your 
inl, preaching, administration of the sacraments and practice 
in general, then you have no business calling or claiming yourself 
ዜደ ٩ Lutheran, much less serving in the chaplaincy under the Lu- 
ean Church quota. It was your membership in the Lutheran Church 
۲۱۲۱۱۲۱ made you eligible for appointment. While your military auth- 
Ority to serve as a military chaplain came with your commission as 
ጠይ ህ  መማወበከበኮ authority to function in the Armed Forces as a 
duly ordained clergyman came from your church denomination, and in 
als connection TI cannot do any better than to quote verbatim from 
the pamphlet "Denominational Coverage Requirements'. (Approved by 
the Chiefs of Chaplains of the Army and Air Forces and concurred 
۱۳۱ I ۲ by the Chicf of Chaplains of the Navy.) 


DYouremeliolous authority does not exceed that which 
your denomination gives you. Denominational limita- 
tions or religious authority cannot be removed by mili- 
second or military mecessity. You do not have a 
|] ht to perform a religious function which your 
denomination does not authorize you to perform, or in 
۱۳۱۱۳ ۱01600 ۴4777 7071617600 to transgress-the re- 
ligious authority imparted to you by your denomination." 
9 925 the quotation. 





“ን ተይ ۱۵ که‎ cnhdorscd ccclesiastically for the chaplaincy 
your Church Body went on record that you were an ordained minister 
۲ ۰۱ Lutheran Church in good standing. But while the ecclesias- 
Bu cendorsement emphasized or emphasizes the current standing of 
Hour church membership, it also signifies that so long as you arc 
in the chaplaincy you are under thc discipline ot the Church Body 
which endorsed you. 


pan n ch Body, like God, did not surrender its claim 
upon you when she approved your coming into the chaplaincy. She 
relinquished her immediate supervision over your time and activi- 
mu c but in so doing transferred this responsibility to an agency 
of her own choosing such as the Armed Services Commission and thc 
Bureau of Service to Military Personnel. But in surrendering her 
immediate supervision over you as a pastor, she did not thereby 
Bent you with a blanket authority to tecach, preach and practice 
۰۰۰17611٦ 5 وہ‎ fit, but expected and expects each of you to abide 
by the foundation principles within the framework of which the Lu- 
theran Church has always worked. 


| ቴ ህፕ ሰከ:”፤] ሂሪ ገ was the intention of your two Execu- 
tive Secretaries that I should spell out in detail what you can 
wR annot do to maintain proper acceptable relationship with your 
Church Body, but merely to indicate thc arcas wherein the most fre- 
quent and flagrant non-Lutheran attitudes manifest themselves. 


Before I continue let us get something straight. I am 
neither a theologian nor a dogmatist (I could not find the word 
انا‎ 0201121217 in my dictionary) and if anything I say in the next 
few seconds should indicate that I have any learnings in that di- 
oN torget 1t. I most likely stole the thunder from a recog- 
nized theologian, without knowing what he was talking about. How- 
ever, Editor Malmin of the Lutheran Herald back in 1940 wrote an 
editorial in which he stated: "The Lutheran Church has always 
worked within the frame-work of three fundamental principles: 


ime Lverything which 1s taught and practiced must De in 
the strictest accord with the Word ot God. 


2 ||! er imaure 1s correctly interpreted in theCon- 
fessional writings of the Lutheran Church. 


57 Oe Word is interpreted in accordance with the Con- 
دار‎ Oops of the Church must be put into practice in 
cOmO mity with recognized Lutheran usage." 


ROMO ou in your preaching, teaching and praetical chep- 
lain's ministry fit into the framework of these fundamental prin- 
Siles ot sound Lutheranism? Especially the lást eleven words of 
E (C (principle: "God's Word interpreted in accordance 
٣۰٠٠۰۰٠٠٠٠٦٠٠ Confessions of the Church must be put into practice in 
conformity with recognized Lutheran usagce.'" 





Re MT ۱۳0۰:۱۵11 و‎ and a very small onc at that, you 
have set before you as a Lutheran Chaplain how you can and should 
۱۳۳ ji correct relationship with your Church Body. 


ከ ከ ከ ከቢ ይን ን ንን ው. 10 that area in your practical chaplain 
ministry where some chaplains most frequently fail to maintain 
۱ 511 2۱ relationship with their church bodies; namely, the 
Aa Tor Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with non-Lutheran Chaplains. 
lE niscarea there is only one person who can get himself into an 
Enable Lutheran position and that is the chaplain himself. 
۱۳ Was NOt always true of the military chaplaincy, but it is 
may. 


One of my younger chaplains, for instance, informed me 
meee Nad participated in a service with non-Lutheran Chaplains, 
not because he wanted to do so, but the tone of the directive sug- 
peeing that he do so was such in content and implied threat that 
Bemenought he had better comply to protect the good name of his 
ehurch. 


It was wrong ın my opinion for this young chaplain to 
۱ ۱ in that joint service if for no other reason than 
۱ ۶ ۰ ۱11۱5911 و‎ thought it wrong to do so. He needed not have 
۱ 0150115264 by the tone of the directive his senior chaplain 
۱۱۳ 1۷ ۶ Mim. Since his participation involved a joint relig- 
iS Service with a chaplain of a different denomination he had 
Br ۱۱ 11 ۱ and God-given right to refuse compliance. No chap- 
Jain by regulation in any one of the three branches of the Armed 
K LS Or Can be required to conduct or officiate jointly in a 
Metigious service with a chaplain or civilian clergyman of another 
denomination. 


wos youne Chaplain failed not only himself - since he 
۳ 1۱۱۵۲ is conscience, let us say, but he also failed his 
Once 8145 fear of the consequence had he stayed away led him 
ا ددن‎ 110168 tne position his church has traditionally demanded otf 
Er pastors: 


Cimeciunren S traditional position in this arca ot ۵ 
ship has bcen: "There is room for a large measure of cooperation 
in externals with non-Lutherans which nced not involve the princi- 
ples of spiritual fellowship so long as there is no compromisc of 
divine truth." "But where the establishment and maintenance of 
لشن ] ال انث‎ 0151182 ignores present doctrinal differences or de- 
۰٠٠٠٠-٠٣٦" Matter of indifference, there is Unionism, or a 
ከፐ ۱9 ot union which does not exist." 


involving spiritual fellowship with non-Luther-‏ لا 
auc S peso 055 far as our church is concérned. We cannot‏ 
mente preper relationships with our church body if we «lespise‏ 





. 


ioo CE ۲ 111 1012041 position in this area. 


camote in sympathy with our church's position as 
۳۳ ۶۲ 1 the principles of the Galesburg Rule: "Lutheran pul- 
w ۵ Lutheran ministers only; Lutheran altars for Lutheran 
communicants only" we have the privilege of trying to persuade our 
church to change her position. If we succeed well and good, if 
mot, then we must fall in line with her position and edict. If 
we Cannot abide or comply with her stand on these principles there 
15 no one forcing us to remain in the chaplaincy as a representa- 
mor The Lutheran Church. Here is it not a question of relig- 
mw liberty, but a question of religious integrity. Our slogan 
should always be: Lutheran Chaplains for the Lutheran Chaplaincy 
only. 


Other areas of the chaplain's activities wherein the Luth- 
۳ 112401321113 should maintain his Church's position and thus safe- 
ا‎ ۰٩ iis relationship with her centers in and around - Open and 
ME ۱ Communion - referred to 1n the Galesburg Rule - and the 
woor ing Or playing loose with the requirement which the Lutheran 
Church imposes upon its pastors and chaplains to ascertain if they 
Eu wemnricted to perform the ministerial or pastoral acts requested 
SS em. Here again the chaplain, before a decision is made, like 
a good Lutheran will obey God rather than man and do nothing which 
۳۲۳ ۳۲۱۱۲ adversely upon the traditional position of his Church 
lest he be guilty of delinquency in fulfilling the self-imposed 
obligations his church membership entails. 


lE mune thys section on the chaplain's obligation to 
Ae oy the doctrinal and established practices of" his Church I 
cannot forego expressing my amazement at any Lutheran Chaplain who 
wants to be a Lutheran in name and church affiliations, but appears 
eme more or less in a state of rebellion against the demands his 
church makes upon him. 


The 64,000 dollar question will remain unanswered in my 
sn until sich a chaplain comes to his senses, resigns his 
current church membership and secks admission in a church haven 
Meis mot SO hard on his spiritual and physical blood pressure. 


አመ ህህ፤። 10:1 AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO THE 
CHURCH AGENCY BY HIS CIHURCI BODY 


The third section of The Chaplain's Relationship With llis 
Church Body will be looked at from the Viewpoint of the Supervis- 
ory Authority Delegated To Its Church Agency By llis Church Body. 


While the spelled-out duties and functions of the Armed 
Services Commission, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and The Bureau 





of Services to Military Personnel, National Lutheran Council,may 
eeremeanlitcle in their details the basic purposes of their es- 
۱ ۱۱ ۰۱۱/۲۰ duties and functions, responsibilities and mission 
mm to all intents and purposes the samc. Let us say that their 
primary mission is to build up and maintain and supervise an ad- 
3۳ 1۳ ۱ ال‎ and effective Corps of Lutheran Chaplains for 
all branches of the Armed Forces and their components in behalf 
Mee: respective church bodies. All related activities in con- 
ከ 1 01 with this mission can be left to your imagination without 
ehe necessity for further clucidation of the problems incident to 
Operation and administration. 


itas necessary, however, to remind you, cach one of you, 
tie degree of success or failure in accomplishing the primary 
۱۱۳ ۱0۱ imposed upon these two agencies by their respective church 
۳۰۰ ۷1 be in direct ratio to your understanding of their 
Wiles and functions and the spirit of cooperation you give them 
EM der to maintain your relationship with your church body. 


portant that you as an active duty chaplain 
maintain relationship with your church body then it is doubly im- 
Ent that you maintain this relationship by and through the 
agency your church body has set up and maintains in order that she 
mar Serve you more effectively. 


this = your Executive Secretarics have their work‏ نآ 
ሚሚ 9۲ tor them in the broader fields of the military chaplaincy:‏ 
Carrying on studies of the military training programs in‏ 25 ۶۱ 
General; maintaining friendly and official relationship with the‏ 
CES Of the three Chiefs of Chaplains; and through these agén-‏ 
Gres study the military programs as they affect you chaplains;‏ 
Cato” themspecialized training programs for chaplains as incor-‏ 
Demmeed in the Chaplain Schools’ curricula and seek first hand in-‏ 
Formation relative to currént changes in regulations, policies, and‏ 
procedures attecting the military chaplaincy. They must also es-‏ 
ቢገ ገዝ and maintain cordial and cooperative relationships with‏ ۱۳۰ 
other church endorsing agencies; study their programs and policies‏ 
ህከ ተ rtarim to €he cheplaincies; and to serve as a clearing‏ 
ር for all inquiries regarding any phase of the Lutheran Church,‏ 
ንን ብን anizations, jts doctrines, its practice, or what have you.‏ 
though this were not enough, to ride herd on all you gentle-‏ ۰< 
men; listen to your complaints, gripes and troubles; commend you‏ 
when you have done outstanding work; and evaluate the effectiveness‏ 
Gre your Chaplin's spiritual ministry through the study and inter-‏ 
Deetation Of Stine entries made on your monthly reports.‏ 


While I have first hand knowledge of the joys, sorrows and 
headaches anherrent in the offices of our two Executive Secretaries, 
[1 150 have first hand knowledgé how they could render move effic- 
ient and helpful service to you chaplains in the field and how you 





could help them to do so. All you would need do is to remember 
asia that since you are in the chaplaincy and the church 

has established these agencies to help you do your task more ef- 
mectively it 1S your bounden and obligated duty to maintain your 
relationship with your church body through the fullest cooperation 
on your part with these agencies. 


As the liaison agencies betwcen you and your church their 
directives, requests, policies and regulations represent the will 
of your church and are therefore yours to heed whether you like 
1t or not. Your church membership gives you no choice in the 
Mater. No one can comple you to obey - if you insist upon be- 
ing childishly stubborn about it. If you are that childish you 
should not be in the chaplaincy. Your agency could pick you up 
and spank you, (which in times past I was tempted to do) by sug- 
esting to the chaplain's church body the withdrawal of his en- 
dorsement. I am sure such a spanking action would have a salu- 
ES effect on other stubborn chaplains. 


There are not many hairs left on my chest so I am soon 
mmrough. However, there is one which still irritates after almost 
three years out of Washington, D.C. because it is so deeply in- 
Eun. This one concerns the matter of monthly reports. 


The purpose of the chaplain's monthly report of activities 
1s to maintain closer contact between you and your endorsing a- 
۳ ۱۱۲ 0۱۳8۵۱ the medium of these reports the Executive Secre- 
turres are able to find ways and means of serving you more effect- 
ቪኤ የከ to keep your chaplain ministry before their church bodies 
meron the annual consolidated reports of your activities im- 
Ess upon their church leaders and church people in general that 
the Armed Forces of our country is today one of the most vital 
mE cron fields of the church in America. 


I doubt if there has been any one factor which has contri- 
meso much to the clevation of the military chaplaincy as a 
alarm ot the church's spiritual ministry to the thinking or 
estimation of the church at large, our own Luthcran church bodies 
Marit lcular, than the data culled from the monthly reports of 
Chaplains, tabulated and made available to the church bodies. 
Eu nee world could the church be made aware of the great 
number of immortal souls in the Armed Forces which are touched 
by the chaplains each year - or have any idea of the tremendous 
Spiritual impact made each year by you "soldiers of God in uni- 
form" unless this data can and could be made available to them 
fron the chaplain's monthly reports? 


መ rom the difficulty our Secretaries have in për-‏ للم 
suading some of you to be faithful and prompt in submitting your‏ 
monthly reports one can not at times understand how the delinquent‏ 





chaplain can be so "dumb" as not to understand the important 
Pomemenescereports play in the whole chaplain program, or if 
they do, why they set themselves up as a law unto themselves 
and in a spirit which cannot be classified as Christian choose 
to adopt a wilful, obstinate and uncooperative attitude toward 
a requirement their Church has imposed upon them. 


I do not mind confessing at this late date that the oc- 
Gasions were not infrequent when I felt that the Secretaries 
should have the authority or power to "mete out punishment com- 
Uusurate with the crime" upon these wilful delinquents. No 
chaplain who fails to submit his report of monthly activities 
promptly to his endorsing agency can possible be said to main- 
tain the desired relationship with his church body. 


I feel better now. That last ingrown hair has been re- 
Iu d before I say, "Thanks for listening", I would like to 
make one last observation which is not directly at anyone in 
particular but which can be classified as "thinking out loud", 


but which I believe has much food for thought in this connection. 


lasu 11011125 and observations made of other church agen- 


۳۲ Lin our own church bodies I have come to the conclusion 


۱3 our military chaplains are the greatest sinners in the matter 
of not maintaining desired relationship with their church bodies. 


pecking to know just why this should be so, I came upon another 


interesting fact: Namely, that of all the clergymen of the church 
engaged in some phase of the spiritual ministry outside the parish 


ministry, our military chaplains are the only ones who need not 
depend upon their church body for their pay and subsistence. I 
am only wondering if this circumstance could possibley have any 
bearings on the quality and quantity of the relationship they 

ከ ۱۱۲۳1: with their church bodies. If there be any virtue in 
what has been said, think on these things. 





۱ 
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